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The Victorian Period
INTRODUCTION

This pathfinder has been created to assist high school students with their research on topics about the Victorian period.  The sources listed vary in information and can be used as starting points and for complete research.   Take some time to explore the websites and to browse the library materials as there is a lot of information to be found.  Read the annotations below each item for sample searches, key words, features and suggested uses.  
Electronic Resources:  The electronic resources have been chosen in order to help you find a variety of information in several different formats.  There are organizations, schools and people that have put together valuable resources that are easily accessible and available to everyone through the internet.  Using these resources will prove to be much more efficient and productive than conducting a “Google” type search.  
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Websites 
BBC History Trail – Victorian Britain

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/lj/victorian_britainlj/preview.shtml
Besides articles found on this page, on topics such as industrialization and Victorian women, you can also use the search tool to locate additional articles from the BBC site.  Try searching for “Queen Victoria” for example; select the first listed link.  Note the related articles in the side bar next to the article you found.
Dictionary of Victorian London

http://www.victorianlondon.org/
Though this site is called a “dictionary” it contains much more than brief entries and is created by an author dedicated to the Victorian period.  There are primary resources (materials from the time period) galore such as transcripts of newspaper and journal articles from the time.  This site is extensive so you may want to use the search tool to refine your search using keywords.  
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The Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Victorian Age

http://www.wwnorton.com/nael/victorian/topic_1/welcome.htm
This literature site has four articles on Victorian topics that include related readings, web resources and illustrations on each topic.  Use these resources for further exploration.

Time Traveller’s Guide to Victorian Britain

http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/H/history/guide19/part05x.html
In this easy to use site you can explore the Victorian period by subjects such as the sciences, the arts, and class & customs.  Click on the “explore the period more” feature to find a guide to websites, movies, museums and books that may interest you.
Victorian Station

http://www.victorianstation.com/
This “ultimate guide to all things Victorian” covers a wide range of topics from etiquette to leisure activities to architecture.  This site is not limited to Victorian Britain, but includes entries on America during the Victorian period also.
The Victorian Web

http://www.victorianweb.org/ 
This site is extensive and contains numerous articles and links to other sites.  You can browse by the given categories on the homepage or use the search tool to find specific topics faster; try searching for “child labor”; you are given the direct links related articles.  When reading the articles note the bold words that link you to other related articles.  

The Victorian Women Writers Project

http://www.indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/index.html
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This Indiana University project is a source for accurate transcripts of the works of women writers from the Victorian period.  There is also a section of additional internet resources that provides to other projects, journals and suggested starting points for research.

Victorian Homework for Kids

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/victorians.html
This school in England has created a webpage to assist their students in learning about the Victorians and it can prove to be helpful to you as well.  Look over their homework links for research ideas and links to related websites.

The Victorians

http://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/time/victorian/vindex.htm
Like the link above this site is from a school in England and could be used for finding a topic that interests you.  Take a look at the “important people” page for brief biographical entries, including a photo or picture, of people you might want to explore further.  
1876 Victorian England Revisited: A Time Travel Adventure

http://www.logicmgmt.com/1876/splash.htm
Take a virtual field trip back in time to explore a Victorian household and some of the common activities and customs of the day such as Victorian weddings and Christmas traditions.
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World Book Online Reference Center
http://www.carmel.lib.in.us/eservices/worldbook.htm
The Carmel Clay Public Library has a subscription to this database so you will need to use your library card number to log in.  Use this electronic encyclopedia to find articles, pictures, illustrations, maps and much more.  For example, use the search tool to find information on the “industrial revolution”; click on the first article listed.  Notice the sidebar on the left side of the screen listing main sections and full article contents on this subject and on the right side of the screen take a look at the related information box.  This links you to other articles, study aids and resources within this database relating to the topic you searched for.
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MSN Encarta

http://encarta.msn.com/artcenter_/browse.html
 This encyclopedia article center is free and you will not need anything to use the database.  Using the search tool try searching for the same subject as above: “industrial revolution”.  Open the first article listed; a nice feature of this database is the link to multimedia items at the beginning of the article.  Clicking on this feature leads you to many photographs and pictures relating to the search topic.  The one downfall to using this database is that not everything you find will be available for free.  Items that have a small, orange star next to them are only available if you subscribe to an upgraded package.  Just keep that in mind when looking at the list of articles after you put in a search term.
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Library Resources:  All of the materials listed below can be found in the library.  Look for the call number listed after the title to find the item location.
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Eyewitness – History of the World CD-Rom  

Dorling Kindersley Multimedia, 1995    Call number CD-Rom 909 History

Use this interactive reference guide software to find short, basic article entries along with interesting facts and key dates.   Be sure to read the accompanying articles and attachments that are along the bottom of the screen as they are related to the topic article you are exploring.  
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A History of Britain  
A&E Television Networks, 2002  Call number DVD 941 History

In this DVD complete series look at episode 5: Victoria and Her Sisters.  
In 1837, 18 year-old Queen Victoria ascended the throne in the midst of a radical transformation driven by technology and industrialization.  
Queen Victoria’s Empire   
PBS Home Video, 2001   Call number VHS 941 Queen
This two video set, uses personal accounts and historical reenactments in Britain, India, and Africa to reveal the frequent clash of personality and culture that would mark Victoria's reign. 
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Victorian Britain    Great Courses series
The Teaching Company, 2002  Call number CD 941 Allitt, Patrick
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This sound recorded lecture covers a wide range of topics including women from the upper, middle and lower classes, architecture and Victorian literature.  
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Art in the Age of Queen Victoria: Treasures from the Royal Academy 

Yale University Press, 1999. ed. Helen Valentine  Call number 709.4 Royal

This work provides an overview of the most important artists of the period, scholarly analysis of the artist styles, techniques and subjects as well as providing biographies of the artists.

Daily Life in Victorian England

Greenwood Press, 1996.  By Sally Mitchell  Call number 941 Mitchell
Use this book as an additional resource for topics such Victorian leisure, medicine, social customs and more.  The chapters contain substantial information, but everything is broken down into sub-heading making it easy to read and find what you are looking for.  
The Encyclopedia of the Victorian World: a Reader’s companion to the people, place, events and everyday life of the Victorian Era    

Henry Holt, 1996. ed. Melinda Corey  Call number REF 941 Encyclopedia
This encyclopedia is suited best for those looking for a subject, topic or person to research.  The short entries are in alphabetical order and are easy to browse.  After using this book to make a selection use the other resources on this pathfinder to 
Victorian Britain: an Encyclopedia  
Garland Pub., 1988. ed. Sally Mitchell  Call number  REF 941 Victorian
This encyclopedia can be used to research a certain person or subject such as sports/sporting.  Also note the bibliographies at the end of each entry that could be used for further research.
For additional library materials use the library online catalog to search for subject terms such as the following:  Great Britain – History – Victoria 



 Great Britain – Civilization – 19th century



 Victoriana



 England - Social Life and Customs – 19th century
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