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Introduction


The Winamac Museum of Fine Art is preparing for a new exhibit featuring Impressionist paintings of the 19th century.  The exhibit will showcase Impressionist paintings from all over the world, and be on display for six months.  The Winamac Museum of Fine Art Exhibit Committee is looking for students to present their opinion regarding which works of art should be included in the exhibit.

If you could include any Impressionist painting into the exhibition, which would it be?  Why would you include that specific painting?  Who were the Impressionist artists?

Task                                                             

The committee is asking that students prepare an informative paper that covers details of the painting (historical references, if any), and an artist biography.  Students should also work to prepare a brief statement on why they believe the painting deserves to be included in the exhibition. 

Process                                                         
In the following steps you will review the elements of Impressionism, select a specific painting, begin researching the artist and painting, and finally analyze and make a case for the specific painting’s inclusion into the upcoming exhibition.  

Day 1:  Getting Started
[image: image2.wmf]Individually, you will read through a few of the following sites to gain background information on what the Impressionism movement was all about.  If any artists or paintings stick out to you, take a moment to jot them down on a piece of paper.  During this time, also make notes as to important Impressionist fundamentals.  Finally, narrow down your list of paintings to a single selection.

National Gallery’s site on Impressionism presents pictures of the Impressionist art held by the National Gallery of Art.  The website also provides an overview and insight on the paintings displayed. 

 http://www.nga.gov/collection/gallery/gg86/gg86-main1.html
WebMuseum, Paris website on Impressionism explains the basics of Impressionism and identifies the founders of the genre.  The page also provides links to more information, such as artists and paintings.  
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/glo/impressionism/
Dr. Lori’s Masterpiece Technology’s view of Impressionism presents a look at the genre from a professional art historian’s perspective.  During the article, Dr. Lori takes a critical look at the genre and the elements that make up Impressionism.  

http://www.drloriv.com/lectures/impressionism.htm
Now that you have a basic understanding of Impressionism, let’s participate in an interactive website!  Just click the link below, and then select “Experience Impressionism” on the left side of the page.  

http://www.impressionism.org
Step 1: b.)  Once you have an idea of the painting you would like to see in the exhibition, get together with a partner.  With your partner review the fundamentals of Impressionism to make sure each painting you selected is an Impressionist painting of the 19th century.  If you have any questions, be sure to stop and ask your teacher for assistance.   After you have determined the painting to be an Impressionist painting of the 19th century, you are ready to begin.

Day 2:  Artist Research

[image: image3..pict]If you have a specific painting in mind, it is time to begin researching!  It is important to gain as much knowledge into the details of the painting and a biography on the artist as possible. 

First, start by researching the artist.  What are some facts about their life?  When were they born?  Where did they live?  Were they married?  When did they start painting?  What type of things did they paint?  Did they win any awards?

A helpful database to use to find information on artist biographies is the, Thomson Gale’s Biography Resource Center, which is available on our school computers or via Inspire.  If you need assistance please ask!

http://www.inspire.org
[image: image4..pict]Day 3:  Painting Research

Second, begin researching information on your specific painting.  Find a copy of your painting in a reference book, on the web, or in a database.  With a copy of the painting in front of you, start listing the elements of the painting that make it an Impressionist painting of the 19th century.  A few questions to consider could be:  What makes this painting an Impressionist painting?  What size is the painting?  What type of emotions does the painting convey?  Next, what evidence of past historical events are apparent in the artist’s work or what lack of evidence of historical events is shown by the artist’s work?  

The ARTstor Digital Library provides a repository of hundreds of thousands of digital images.  A picture of your piece of artwork might be found on ARTstor.  This database is available via the school computers, under ARTstor or online at the link below.

ARTstor Digital Library (http://www.artstor.org)

For additional help, try locating information about your painting on the Wikipedia.

http://en.wikipedia.org
Day 4:  Reflection and Critical Thinking  

With all the information you have gathered write a brief 100-word [image: image5..pict]statement as to why the painting you selected should appear in the upcoming exhibition.  What is your personal response to the painting?  How does the artist do a good job representing or contributing to Impressionism?  Is there anything you believe the artist does not do exceptionally well?  Why should other people find this to be a representative painting?  Do you believe the artist should be considered as an Impressionist?

Using what you’ve learned about Impressionism, try your hand at painting or coloring one of two famous Impressionism paintings.  

Day 5:  Product Assembly

[image: image6..pict]Combine your artist biography, painting research, and critical thinking parts together into a document to present to the exhibit committee.  After all of the parts are together, think of a creative cover/title page for your document.  Be sure to include a picture of your painting with your document, and remember to be sure to cite any resources that you have used during this project!

Evaluation                                                     
You will be receiving percentages of the final grade for your artist biography, painting research, critical thinking, and product assembly.  Please view the following rubrics to see how each will be graded.  

Evaluation – Artist Biography 30%


Adequacy of Works Referenced/Application of Knowledge


Technical Organization, Spelling and Grammar


Responsiveness

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Total

	Adequacy of Works Referenced/

Application of Knowledge
	The student did not meet the minimum or the research was never completed and/or lacked any form of analyzing.
	The student completed assignment in a satisfactory manner, but lacked substantial resources and/or analyzing.
	The assignment shows that the student applied the researched information to the biography and analyzed it in an effective manner.
	The assignment shows that the student applied and analyzed the researched information in a unique way.
	

	Technical Organization, Spelling, and Grammar
	The assignment shows little or no evidence of organization or attempt to not have spelling or grammar errors.  
	The assignment demonstrates technical aspects in a satisfactory manner, and spelling and/or grammatical errors do not distract from understanding.
	The assignment demonstrates a sense of organization in a precise manner with no more than 2 spelling or grammatical errors.
	The assignment presents a carefully organized project. free of grammatical errors.
	

	Responsiveness
	The student responded negatively throughout the research and writing process.
	The student responded negatively at times during the research and writing process. 
	The student displayed a mostly positive response during the research and writing process.  
	The student displayed a positive response at all times during the research and writing process.
	


Evaluation – Painting Research 30%


Adequacy of Works Referenced/Application of Knowledge


Technical Organization, Spelling, and Grammar


Responsiveness

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Adequacy of Works Referenced/

Application of Knowledge
	The student did not meet the minimum or the research was never completed and/or lacked any form of analyzing.
	The student completed assignment in a satisfactory manner, but lacked substantial resources and/or analyzing.
	The assignment shows that the student applied the researched information to the biography and analyzed it in an effective manner.
	The assignment shows that the student applied and analyzed the researched information in a unique way.
	

	Technical Organization, Spelling, and Grammar
	The assignment shows little or no evidence of organization or attempt to not have spelling or grammar errors.  
	The assignment demonstrates technical aspects in a satisfactory manner, and spelling and/or grammatical errors do not distract from understanding.
	The assignment demonstrates a sense of organization in a precise manner with no more than 2 spelling or grammatical errors.
	The assignment presents a carefully organized project. free of grammatical errors.
	

	Responsiveness
	The student responded negatively throughout the research and writing process.
	The student responded negatively at times during the research and writing process. 
	The student displayed a mostly positive response during the research and writing process.  
	The student displayed a positive response at all times during the research and writing process.
	


Evaluation – Critical Thinking 30%


Adequacy of Works Referenced and Application of Knowledge


Technical Organization, Spelling, and Grammar


Responsiveness

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Adequacy of Works Referenced/

Application of Knowledge
	The student did not meet the minimum or the research was never completed and/or lacked any form of analyzing.
	The student completed assignment in a satisfactory manner, but lacked substantial resources and/or analyzing.
	The assignment shows that the student applied the researched information to the biography and analyzed it in an effective manner.
	The assignment shows that the student applied and analyzed the researched information in a unique way.
	

	Technical Organization, Spelling, and Grammar
	The assignment shows little or no evidence of organization or attempt to not have spelling or grammar errors.  
	The assignment demonstrates technical aspects in a satisfactory manner, and spelling and/or grammatical errors do not distract from understanding.
	The assignment demonstrates a sense of organization in a precise manner with no more than 2 spelling or grammatical errors.
	The assignment presents a carefully organized project. free of grammatical errors.
	

	Responsiveness
	The student responded negatively throughout the research and writing process.
	The student responded negatively at times during the research and writing process. 
	The student displayed a mostly positive response during the research and writing process.  
	The student displayed a positive response at all times during the research and writing process.
	


Evaluation – Product Assembly 10%

Document Aesthetics and Organization

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Document Aesthetics and Organization.
	The document contains no visual aides, and is not organized.
	The document contains visual aides, but not effectively and/or is not well organized.
	The document contains several helpful visual aides, and demonstrates organization.
	The document contains effective visual aides that are presented in an organized manner.
	


Artist Biography  (30%)  received _______

Painting Research (30%) received _______

Critical Thinking (30%)  received _______

Product Assembly (10%)  received _______

Total grade :  ___________

Conclusion                                                      


After completing your document for the exhibit committee you will be closely acquainted with they style of Impressionism as well as an artist of the era.  Not only do you know what Impressionism is, but you are able to identify its specific features.  When viewing paintings in an art gallery you should be able to identify if a painting was painted during the Impressionism movement.  Also, you should be able to identify that some paintings even reference historical events.  


Having spent time analyzing and writing about the painting, you have fine-tuned your critical thinking skills.  The document you completed is a reflection of all that you have learned during your study of 19th century Impressionism.  Before you were able to analyze your painting, you had to learn about the artist and the painting.   After you had an understanding of the Impressionist style, the artist, and painting, you were able to analyze the painting for its intrinsic value.  How will this help you complete exercises in the future regarding critical thinking?

[image: image7..pict]Check out these sites to continue exploring the topic of Impressionism:

Welton, Jude. Eyewitness: Impressionism. New York: DK Publishing, 2000. 

Features high-quality illustrations and is supported by informative text, perfect for readers of any age.

Rewald, John. History of Impressionism. New York: Museum of Modern Art, 1973 (4th rev. ed.).

Similar to an Encyclopedia, this is an academic text for information on Impressionism.  The book also contains an extensive bibliography for additional resources for research.

For an additional, interactive website experience, try the Inside Art adventure in art history website, listed below.

http://www.eduweb.com/insideart/index.html
The Wikipedia free encyclopedia features information on Impressionism covering an overview, techniques, painters, and other resources.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impressionism
Credits and References                                      

Images provided by:
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National Gallery of Art Impressionism Collection Online

Claude Monet’s The Bridge at Argenteuil
http://www.nga.gov/collection/gallery/gg86/gg86-61108.0.html
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Introduction

This lesson is to help students begin to identify the art genre of Impressionism of the 19th century.  By completing the tasks, students should be able to learn the characteristics of Impressionistic paintings, become acquainted with an artist biography, and make a critical analysis as to why the painting has value.

Learners
This WebQuest lesson is written for the 9-12 grade levels fine arts curriculum, with an emphasis on language arts, and often incorporates world history through utilizing previously taught historical data.  

Prior to the lesson, learners should have a basic understanding of the 19th century’s Industrial Revolution and political revolutions.  This understanding is helpful for students as they make connections between any historical influences that the painting may have.  Yet, this is also something that teachers can guide students through after they select a painting.  

Curriculum Standards                                    
During this lesson, students will learn to research for specific materials, write to convey a message, and learn the importance of citing used resources.  Students will start off comparing their painting to the characteristics of Impressionism, utilizing their observation skills in the process.  Additionally, the students will learn to analyze and convey information through critical thinking.  

The specific standard being met during this exercise is Indiana State Standard for Responding to Art:  Aesthetics 8.5.2, which states, “Analyze and defend positions on the nature of art and aesthetic issues such as forgery, censorship, beauty, and definitions of art.”  For this exercise students will be working to analyze and defend positions on the nature of Impressionism, while working within the definitions of the genre.

Process                                                        
The process involves 4 or 5 days, depending on the speed at which the students are completing the tasks.  This could be extremely beneficial if used to compliment the World History class when it covers the Industrial Revolution or political revolutions during the 19th century.  Another benefit would be to use the task in connection with English classes, where the spelling and grammar could be reviewed.  Yet, if this were unable to take place, the process would be excellent as a final project for an art history class.


When selecting paintings and identifying the Impressionistic aspects, it is important that the instructor possess a basic or advanced level understanding of the genre.  If an instructor is unfamiliar with the genre, this can be overcome by reading up on the genre and viewing several of its famous paintings.  


The following days are listed with additional teacher’s instructions.  The fourth day is self-explanatory on the student’s page.

Day 1:  Getting Started

Individually, you will read through a few of the following sites to gain background information on what the Impressionism movement was all about.  If any artists or paintings stick out to you, take a moment to jot them down on a piece of paper.  During this time, also make notes as to important Impressionist fundamentals.  Finally, narrow down your list of paintings to a single selection.

** It would be beneficial for the instructor to navigate through the sites listed and gain an understanding of the information that is presented.  Additionally, it would be helpful for the instructor to mark useful pages in the sets of books that will be provided for research as well.  

National Gallery’s site on Impressionism presents pictures of the Impressionist art held by the National Gallery of Art.  The website also provides an overview and insight on the paintings displayed. 

 http://www.nga.gov/collection/gallery/gg86/gg86-main1.html
WebMuseum, Paris website on Impressionism explains the basics of Impressionism and identifies the founders of the genre.  The page also provides links to more information, such as artists and paintings.  
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/glo/impressionism/
Dr. Lori’s Masterpiece Technology’s view of Impressionism presents a look at the genre from a professional art historian’s perspective.  During the article, Dr. Lori takes a critical look at the genre and the elements that make up Impressionism.  

http://www.drloriv.com/lectures/impressionism.htm
Now that you have a basic understanding of Impressionism, let’s participate in an interactive website!  Just click the link below, and then select “Experience Impressionism” on the left side of the page.  

http://www.impressionism.org
b.) Once you have an idea of the painting you would like to see in the exhibition, get together with a partner.  With your partner review the fundamentals of Impressionism to make sure each painting you selected is an Impressionist painting of the 19th century.  If you have any questions, be sure to stop and ask your teacher for assistance.   After you have determined the painting to be an Impressionist painting of the 19th century, you are ready to begin.

**This step would be an excellent time for students to be paired up randomly with partners to review the fundamentals together.

Day 2:  Artist Research


If you have a specific painting in mind, it is time to begin researching!  It is important to gain as much knowledge into the details of the painting and a biography on the artist as possible.

Resources:

Thomson Gale’s Biography Resource Center

Day 3:  Painting Research
Second, begin researching information on your specific painting.  Find a copy of your painting in a reference book, on the web, or in a database.  With a copy of the painting in front of you, start listing the elements of the painting that make it an Impressionist painting of the 19th century.  What makes this painting an Impressionist painting?  Next, elaborate on any background history if the painting depicts a historical event or time period.  

Resources:

ARTstor

**It’s important that the instructor have an understanding of how each of the databases work that will be used as the student researches.  

Day 5:  Product Assembly
Combine your artist biography, painting research, and critical thinking parts together into a document to present to the exhibit committee.  After all of the parts are together, think of a creative cover/title page for your document.  Be sure to include a picture of your painting with your document, and remember to be sure to cite any resources that you have used during this project!

Additionally, at the end of this teacher’s page, you will find the two pictures for the students to test their Impressionist skills.  

**In an effort to help students make a project that is aesthetically pleasing, it would be helpful for students to have access to colored paper, plastic covers, and any other needed art material.  

Resources Needed                                                
· Sets of Art Books

· Biography Database and ArtStor

· Computers

This WebQuest could be implemented for use during one class period, and with only one instructor.  Yet, as with most things, a teacher’s aide or librarian assisting could be helpful.  

Evaluation                                                       

This lesson can be deemed a success after the student projects are completed.  If the completed projects reflect the needs set by the standards, then the projects were helpful in obtaining the desired objective.  

Students will be receiving percentages of the final grade for their artist biography, painting research, critical thinking, and product assembly.  

Evaluation – Artist Biography 30%


Adequacy of Works Referenced


Technical Organization


Grammar and Spelling

Evaluation – Painting Research 30%


Adequacy of Works Referenced


Technical Organization


Grammar and Spelling

Evaluation – Critical Thinking 30%


Quality of Reflection


Grammar and Spelling

Evaluation – Product Assembly 10%


Document Aesthetics


Design Organization

Credits & References                                     

Images provided by:

National Gallery of Art Impressionism Collection Online:

Claude Monet’s The Bridge at Argenteuil
http://www.nga.gov/collection/gallery/gg86/gg86-61108.0.html
Pictures for student artwork from Momes.net:

Monet:

http://www.momes.net/coloriages/1098.html
Renoir 2:

http://www.momes.net/coloriages/1198.html
�


Claude Monet’s


The Bridge at Argenteuil








�


Claude Monet’s


The Bridge at Argenteuil








