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Database Overview

Name:  Biography Resource Center

URL:  http://www.galegroup.com/BiographyRC/  Online through IUPUI

Intended Purpose:  The purpose of this database is to search and locate biographies of hundreds of thousands of people.

User’s Need:  This database is useful for middle school and high school students needing information on particular people.  This can be useful for assignments, projects, presentations, or personal use.

Authority:  Information compiled from a variety of Gale Group resources.  Gale sources include the following:  Contemporary Authors, Encyclopedia of World Biography, Contemporary Musicians, Historic World Leaders, Notable Twentieth-Century Scientists, Contemporary Black Biography, Religious Leaders of America, and International Dictionary of Art and Artists.  Over 250 additional magazine sources.

Contents & Key Features:  The description of this database says it contains “award-winning biographies from respected Gale Group sources” along with full-text articles from hundreds of periodicals.  It contains over 400,000 biographies on more than approximately 275,000 people.  Search results display the number of and titles of results found, a brief description of the result (in-depth profile, profile, concise summary, etc.), and the source for that result.  Entries include direction to further readings in both books and periodicals.  Also provides source citation and document number.  

Organization & Access:  A basic name search is featured on the main page.  User can enter known contents of a name or the beginning of a last name.  Advanced search features include an advanced search and a biographical facts search.  The advanced search allows the user to search by keyword, source, or magazine date.  The biographical facts search allows the user to search by gender, ethnicity, nationality, birth and death dates/locations, or occupation.  The database offers alphabetical lists of ethnicities and nationalities from which to choose.  The user can opt to only view results that contain images in the biographical facts search.  A guide to search tips is available through a link on the main page.  The user may employ Boolean search terms, truncation, and parentheses to broaden or narrow the search.  

Strengths:  This database contains over 400,000 biographies on more than 275,000 people.  It also contains full-text articles.  There are also additional readings in each entry.  
Weaknesses:  This database does not appear to provide hypertext cross-referencing.

_________________________________________________________

Step-by-Step Tutorial

1. Go to http://www.galegroup.com/BiographyRC/
2. Find the rectangular box with the heading “Name Search.”
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3. Type in the part of the name that you know or the start of the last name.  For example, type in Stanton for the last name (for Elizabeth Cady Stanton).  Here’s where you would type it:
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4. Click on Search.  Here are the results that you would find on the first page:

Your search (Start of last name Stanton*) returned the following results.
Names 1-10 of 51 displayed below.

Select a name from the list below: 
Page:  1  - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 
	Avallone, Michael (Angelo), (Jr.) (American writer, 1924-1999)

	
Baum, L. Frank (American writer, 1856-1919)


	Beaty, (Arthur) David (English writer, 1919-1999)

	
Lamour, Dorothy (American actress, 1914-1996)


	Stanton Vogelaar, Harold

	Stanton, Andrew (American writer)

	Stanton, David (1942-)

	Stanton, David Leslie (1943-)

	Stanton, David Mansfield (1962-)

	Stanton, Don


5. Now, since you were looking for Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and her name was not on the first page, click on page number 2.  Here are the results for page number 2:

Your search (Start of last name Stanton*) returned the following results.
Names 11-20 of 51 displayed below.

Select a name from the list below: 
Page:  1 - 2  - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 
	Stanton, Doug

	Stanton, Doug (American writer)

	Stanton, Edward (American attorney general, 1814-1869)

	Stanton, Edward F(eagler) (American writer, 1942-)

	
Stanton, Edwin McMasters (American statesman, 1814-1869)


	
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady (American feminist, 1815-1902)


	Stanton, Frank L. (1857-1927)

	Stanton, Frank Nicholas (American tv executive, 1908-)

	Stanton, Frederick Perry (1814-1894)

	Stanton, Gerald B(arry) (English writer, 1918-)


6. Elizabeth Cady Stanton was found on page number 2.  Click on her name to find resources on her.  Here are the results:

Your search, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, returned the following results.
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton
(American feminist, 1815-1902)
Also known as: Mrs. Henry Brewster Stanton, Elizabeth Stanton
Below are items: 1-8 of 8 found.

Page:  1 
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Biography in Dictionary of American Biography Base Set. American Council of Learned Societies, 1928-1936. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and noteworthy contributions to American history.)

	[image: image53.wmf]Stanton, Elizabeth Cady
"Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in Contemporary Authors. (A profile of the author's life and works)
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"Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in American Eras, Volume 7: Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850-1877. Gale Research, 1997. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and noteworthy contributions to American history.)
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"Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2nd ed. 17 Vols. Gale Research, 1998. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and career.)
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"Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in Feminist Writers. St. James Press, 1996. (An in-depth profile of the writer's work.)
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"Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in Historic World Leaders. Gale Research, 1994. (A profile of the world leader's life and times and significant contributions.)
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"Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in World of Sociology. 2 vols. Gale Group, 2001. (A concise summary of the individual's life and impact on the field of sociology.)

	[image: image59.wmf]Stanton, Elizabeth Cady
"Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in American Eras, Volume 5: The Reform Era and Eastern U.S. Development, 1815-1850. Gale Research, 1998. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and noteworthy contributions to American history.)
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7. The results that were found on the first page were 8 “narrative biographies.”  If you click on “thumbnail biographies,” you’ll see that there is only one.  Then, when you click on “magazine articles,” you’ll find that there are 11 items found.  There were not any websites, because “websites” is not lit up or highlighted.

8. Click on the first of the eight results of the narrative biographies.  You will find these types of results when you click on the title of any of the articles.  Here is what you will find:
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton
1815-1902


Birth: November 12, 1815 in New York, United States 
Death: October 26, 1902 
Occupation: Feminist, Reformer 
Source: Dictionary of American Biography Base Set. American Council of Learned Societies, 1928-1936. 
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Biographical Essay
Further Readings
Source Citation
BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady (Nov. 12, 1815 - Oct. 26, 1902), reformer and leader in the woman's rights movement, was born in Johnstown, N. Y. Her parents were Daniel Cady [q.v.] and Margaret (Livingston) Cady, daughter of Col. James Livingston [q.v.]. A stern religious atmosphere pervaded her home, and as a child Elizabeth feared rather than loved her parents, who seem to have had little positive influence upon the shaping of her personality and character. Simon Hosack, minister of the Presbyterian church to which the Cady family belonged, had a larger share in her affections and did much to give a serious, purposeful bent to her life. Her education was superior to that of most girls of her time. Encouraged by Simon Hosack, she studied Greek, Latin, and mathematics with classes of boys in the academy in Johnstown, where she spent several years, and took second prize in Greek. At the age of fifteen she was sent to the famous seminary of Emma Willard [q.v.] at Troy, N. Y., from which she graduated in 1832. For a time she studied law with her father. She early learned that she was living in an imperfect world. As a small child, hearing women in her father's law office pour forth recitals of wrongs supported by existing law, she was troubled by the handicaps and discriminations existing against her sex. In her young womanhood, under the influence of her cousin Gerrit Smith [q.v.] of Peterboro, N. Y., she likewise became deeply interested in temperance and anti-slavery, but it was not until somewhat later that she was fully launched as a reformer. 

It is significant that on May 10, 1840, when she married Henry Brewster Stanton [q.v.], the word "obey" was at her insistence omitted from the ceremony. Stanton, who later became known as a lawyer and journalist, was already a noted abolitionist and immediately after his wedding went as a delegate to the world anti-slavery convention held in London in the summer of 1840. There his wife, who accompanied him, met Lucretia Coffin Mott [q.v.] and was much influenced by conversations with her. When Mrs. Mott and a few other American women who were delegates to the anti-slavery gathering were refused official recognition by the convention on the ground of their sex, Mrs. Mott and Mrs. Stanton resolved to hold a woman's rights convention upon their return to the United States. Though the execution of this resolve was delayed, Mrs. Stanton began to work for temperance and abolition, and used her influence for the passage of the married woman's property bill of New York State, which finally became a law in 1848. Two years before this she moved with her husband and their children from Boston, where they had been living, to Seneca Falls, N. Y., and the handicaps she was aware of in this small frontier-like community made her thoughts turn more seriously to the hard, circumscribed lot of woman. Her mind was full of the subject when, on July 13, 1848, she again met Lucretia Mott. To Mrs. Mott and a few others she poured out her indignation at the established order and succeeded in so rousing herself as well as the others that a week later, July 19 and 20, they held a woman's rights convention in the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Seneca Falls. Mrs. Stanton, who made the opening speech, read a "Declaration of Sentiments," modeled after the Declaration of Independence, setting forth the grievances of women against existing law and custom, and she was wholly responsible for a resolution demanding suffrage. When Lucretia Mott protested against the last, "Why, Lizzie, thee will make us ridiculous," the author of the resolution defended it as the key to all other rights for women, and with the help of Frederick Douglass [q.v.] it was adopted with ten other resolutions. 
The Seneca Falls convention, which promptly became the object of sarcasm, ridicule, and denunciation from press and pulpit, formally launched the modern woman's rights movement. Other conventions devoted to the same purpose soon followed, and in many of them Mrs. Stanton played a leading part. In addition she gave much time to writing articles, protests, and petitions, lecturing in public, and speaking before legislative bodies in the interest of temperance, abolition, and woman's rights, but as the years passed she devoted more and more of her time to the cause of women. From 1851, when she first met Susan B. Anthony and induced her to enlist in the crusade for woman's rights, the two women worked together, a remarkably efficient pair whose association ended only with Mrs. Stanton's death. Together they planned campaign programs, organization work, and speeches and addresses; together they appeared upon public and convention platforms, and before legislative bodies and congressional committees to plead for woman's rights. Miss Anthony had the greater persistence and was the better organizer and executive, but her colleague was the more eloquent and graceful speaker and writer, and in general had a more charming and persuasive personality. Both were hard fighters and both were long considered rather dangerous radicals, though Mrs. Stanton was at first more conspicuous in this latter regard because of her pioneer stand for suffrage and her demand a little later that women be permitted to secure divorce on the grounds of drunkenness and brutality. Though she hated war as stupid and wicked, she saw the Civil War as a struggle for the abolition of slavery, and helped to organize and became president of the Women's Loyal National League, which supported the Union and fostered the complete emancipation of slaves. The war ended, she and her colleagues first strove to secure suffrage for women in connection with the enfranchisement of negro men, but they later renewed and enlarged their earlier activities directly in behalf of woman's rights. When in May 1869 the National Woman Suffrage Association was founded, she was chosen president, an office which for the most part she held until 1890; at that time the organization was united with the American Woman Suffrage Association to form the National American Woman Suffrage Association, of which she was also elected president. These twenty-one years at the head of the more radical of the two woman's rights organizations covered the period of Mrs. Stanton's greatest activity for the cause to which she had dedicated herself. Partly from a suggestion of hers came the first International Council of Women, held in Washington in 1888 under the auspices of the National Woman Suffrage Association, and it was she who sent out the call, and made the opening and closing addresses before the Council. 

In addition to her suffrage work, from 1869 to 1881 she devoted eight months annually to lyceum lecturing throughout the country, usually on family life and the training of children, of whom she had borne and reared seven. She also found time to write for publication. In 1868 she and Parker Pillsbury [q.v.] as joint editors started the Revolution, a weekly devoted especially to woman's rights, and many of the best articles and editorials appearing during her connection of about two years with the publication were from her pen. She was largely responsible, too, for the Woman's Bible, published in two parts in 1895 and 1898. To newspapers and magazines, especially the North American Review, she contributed many articles. In 1898 she published her reminiscences, Eighty Years and More. But her monumental undertaking was the compilation, in conjunction with Susan B. Anthony and Matilda Joslyn Gage [q.v.], of the first three ponderous volumes of the History of Woman Suffrage (1881-86). In the cause of woman's rights she was undoubtedly one of the most influential leaders of her day. Her strong and undaunted manner made her very impressive, though she was short in stature, not exceeding five feet three inches. Her skin was fresh and fair, and the good-natured expression of her face was accentuated by the merry twinkle rarely absent from her clear, light blue eyes. In youth her curly hair was black, but it began early to turn gray and by middle age was snowy white. She died at her New York City home when she was closing her eighty-seventh year. She was survived by six of her children. 
-- Mary Wilhelmine Williams

FURTHER READINGS

[See O. P. Allen, Descendants of Nicholas Cady of Watertown, Mass., 1645-1910 (1910), where Mrs. Stanton's name is given as Elizabeth Smith Cady; Who's Who in America, 1901-02; Elizabeth Cady Stanton as Revealed in Her Letters, Diary and Reminiscences (2 vols., 1922), ed. by Theodore Stanton and Harriot Stanton Blatch; Hist. of Woman Suffrage (6 vols., 1881-1922), ed. by E. C. Stanton, etc.; Alice S. Blackwell, Lucy Stone, Pioneer of Woman's Rights (1930); obituary in N. Y. Times, Oct. 27, 1902. In the Lib. of Cong., Washington, D. C., are some unpublished letters of minor importance.]

SOURCE CITATION

"Elizabeth Cady Stanton."Dictionary of American Biography Base Set. American Council of Learned Societies, 1928-1936. 
Reproduced in Biography Resource Center. Farmington Hills, Mich.: Thomson Gale. 2005. http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/BioRC
9. Now, go back to the main page.  Let’s try the “name contains” option when doing a search.  Type in Edgar (for Edgar Allan Poe).  Here are the results that you will find:

Your search (Name contains Edgar) returned the following results.
Names 1-10 of 475 displayed below.

Select a name from the list below: 
Page:  1  - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 - 7 - 8 - 9 - 10 - 11  

  

 
	Adie, Michael Edgar (1929-)

	
Adrian, Edgar Douglas (English neurophysiologist, 1889-1977)


	Aldrich, Edgar (1848-1921)

	
Allen, D. Edgar (American legislator)


	Allen, Edgar (1892-1943)

	Allies, Edgar Robin (Bob) (1953-)

	Ambrose, Eric (Samuel) (English writer, 1908-)

	Ames, Charles Edgar (American writer, 1895-1972)

	Anderson, Edgar (American educator, 1920-)

	Andrews, Edgar Harold (English writer, 1932-)


10. Since you were looking for Edgar Allan Poe, find the page that he is located on by clicking on the page numbers to find his name.  When you find his name, click on it.  Here are the results:

Your search, Edgar Allan Poe, returned the following results.
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Edgar Allan Poe
(American poet, 1809-1849)
Below are items: 1-9 of 9 found.

Page:  1 
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	[image: image81.wmf]Poe, Edgar Allan (1809-1849)
Biography in Dictionary of American Biography Base Set. American Council of Learned Societies, 1928-1936. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and noteworthy contributions to American history.)
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"Edgar Allan Poe," in American Eras, Volume 5: The Reform Era and Eastern U.S. Development, 1815-1850. Gale Research, 1998. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and noteworthy contributions to American history.)

	[image: image84.wmf]Poe, Edgar Allan
"Edgar Allan Poe," in Authors and Artists for Young Adults. Vol. 14. Gale Research, 1995. (An in-depth profile of the individual's contributions to young adult literature.)
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"Edgar Allan Poe," in Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2nd ed. 17 Vols. Gale Research, 1998. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and career.)
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"Edgar Allan Poe," in St. James Guide to Crime & Mystery Writers, 4th ed. St. James Press, 1996. (An in-depth profile of the writer's work.)
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"Edgar Allan Poe," in St. James Guide to Horror, Ghost & Gothic Writers. St. James Press, 1998. (An in-depth profile of the writer's work.)
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"Edgar Allan Poe," in St. James Guide to Science Fiction Writers, 4th ed. St. James Press, 1996. (An in-depth profile of the writer's work.)
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"Edgar Allan Poe," in Concise Dictionary of American Literary Biography: Colonization to the American Renaissance, 1640-1865. Gale Research, 1988. (An in-depth profile of the individual's life and work, with a list of writings.)


Bottom of Form

11. There were nine results under “narrative biographies.”  There are two results under “thumbnail biographies.”  There were 48 articles found under “magazine articles.”  There was one listing under “websites.”

12. Click on the one listing under “websites.”  Here is what you will find:

You have selected the websites list for Edgar Allan Poe.
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The Academy of American Poets Poetry Exhibits: Edgar Allen Poe
http://www.poets.org/poets/poets.cfm?prmID=131
E. A. Poe Society of Baltimore
http://www.eapoe.org/index.htm
Edgar Allan Poe Society of Baltimore
http://www.eapoe.org/
Edgar Allan Poe's House of Usher
http://www.comnet.ca/~forrest/
Edgar Allan Poe
http://www.lycaeum.org/graphics/people/poe/index.html
Online Literature Library
http://www.literature.org/authors/poe-edgar-allan/
The Poe Decoder
http://www.poedecoder.com/
A Poe Webliography
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~ehrlich/poesites.html
The Poetry Archives: Edgar Allen Poe
http://www.emule.com/poetry/?page=overview&author=15
Wired for Books: Edgar Allen Poe Stories in RealAudio
http://wiredforbooks.org/edgarallanpoe/index.htm
The Academy of American Poets Poetry Exhibits: Edgar Allen Poe
http://www.poets.org/poets/poets.cfm?prmID=131
E. A. Poe Society of Baltimore
http://www.eapoe.org/index.htm
Edgar Allan Poe Society of Baltimore
http://www.eapoe.org/
Edgar Allan Poe's House of Usher
http://www.comnet.ca/~forrest/
Edgar Allan Poe
http://www.lycaeum.org/graphics/people/poe/index.html
Online Literature Library
http://www.literature.org/authors/poe-edgar-allan/
The Poe Decoder
http://www.poedecoder.com/
A Poe Webliography
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~ehrlich/poesites.html
The Poetry Archives: Edgar Allen Poe
http://www.emule.com/poetry/?page=overview&author=15
Wired for Books: Edgar Allen Poe Stories in RealAudio
http://wiredforbooks.org/edgarallanpoe/index.htm


NOTE: Each website included in the Biography Resource Center was reviewed and selected by a team of Internet researchers using specific editorial criteria. Chief among these criteria is the presence of substantive biographical information about the subject; hyperlinks from the website to related topics; and the update frequency of the website. To return to Biography Resource Center after viewing the website, use the BACK button on your browser. 

Thomson Gale is not responsible for the content of websites selected for the Biography Resource Center. Further, Thomson Gale is not responsible for the conduct of website providers who offer electronic texts that infringe on the legal rights of copyright holders. 

SOURCE CITATION

"Edgar Allan Poe.[Website List]." Biography Resource Center Online. Gale Group, 2004. 
Reproduced in Biography Resource Center. Farmington Hills, Mich.: Thomson Gale. 2005.
(http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/BioRC)

Document Number: K1670070835

13. Click on the “biographical facts search” icon towards the top left of the page.
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14. Here are the results that you will find:

	
	[image: image103.png]



Enter your search criteria below.
You may enter criteria in one field, some of the fields, or all of the fields below. For example, you could search for American inventors born between 1850 and 1900, by filling in the Nationality, Occupation, and Birth Year fields. For more information on how to use Biographical Facts Search, click here.
Top of Form
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Nationality:
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Ethnicity:
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15. As you can see, this page allows you to search for a more specified person than the basic search will.  You can search for the occupation, nationality, ethnicity, gender, birth year, death year, birth place, and death place.

16. Type in “start of last name” – Rowling; occupation – author; and gender – female.  Then click on “search.”  Here are the results that you will find:
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Enter your search criteria below.
You may enter criteria in one field, some of the fields, or all of the fields below. For example, you could search for American inventors born between 1850 and 1900, by filling in the Nationality, Occupation, and Birth Year fields. For more information on how to use Biographical Facts Search, click here.
Sorry. There were no documents found that matched your search criteria.
Please change your criteria and try again.
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17. These results were not exactly what you expected.  This will happen from time to time.  

18. Click on the “advanced search” icon towards the top left of the page.
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19. Here are the results that you will find:
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20. As you can see, this page will allow you to search for more than one name (first or last).  It will also allow you to search for the search terms in a name, full text, keyword, or source.  You can use the Boolean operators “AND” or “OR” to aid in your searching.

21. You can also limit your search on this page by the date of publication.  This will, however, limit your results to magazine articles only.

22. You can also type in the document number or view the history of your searches.

23. Enter the search term Garland in Name AND Wizard of Oz in Full Text.

Enter search term(s) and select index type. 
Indicate choice of Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT)
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24. Click on “Search.”  Here are the results that you will find:

Your search, (Name= Garland AND Full-Text= Wizard of Oz) returned the following results.
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Page:  1 
Top of Form

[image: image229.png]




[image: image231.wmf]
[image: image232.png]& Mark / Unmark (then click Update Mark List)




	[image: image233.wmf]Garland, Judy
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25. There were five “narrative biographies.”  There were four “thumbnail biographies.”  There were 20 “magazine articles.”  There were no “websites.”

_________________________________________________________

Applications and Ideas
Suggestions for use:  This database can be used for school assignments, projects, presentations, decorating poster boards, etc.  Students can also use this database to find information for papers on authors, world leaders, musicians, religious leaders, artists, and African Americans.  This is also a great database for finding suitable and good websites for information and photographs on these people.

Example:  If a high school student was doing a paper on Gandhi, this would be a great place to start finding information.  When the user would type in Gandhi under “start of last name,” the results would be as follows:  there are seven articles under “narrative biographies,” two articles under “thumbnail biographies,” 41 articles under “magazine articles,” and one listing under “websites” containing four websites.  Here are the websites:

You have selected the websites list for Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi.
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Gandhi
http://web.mahatma.org.in/
The Legacy of Mahatma Gandhi
http://www.smsu.edu/contrib/library/gandhi.html
Mahatma Gandhi Biography
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/8522/gand_eng.html
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
http://www.spindlepub.com/india/gandhi.htm
Example:  If a student was decorating a poster board, he/she would want to find several pictures.  This is also a great place to start.  If a student was doing a poster board on Denzel Washington, he/she would type in Washington under “start of last name.”  Once the student would find Denzel Washington and click on his name, he/she would immediately find a picture of him on the left side of the page.  The student would then be able to right click on the picture and click on “print picture.”  He/she would also be able to enlarge the picture if needed.  Then, if the student would click on the websites, he/she would find three websites which would contain pictures to use for their poster board.  Here are the picture and websites:  
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You have selected the websites list for Denzel Washington.
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Absolute Now
http://celebs.absolutenow.com/denzel_washington/biography.html
Denzel Washington
http://us.imdb.com/Name?Washington,+Denzel
Denzel Washington
http://www.askmen.com/men/entertainment/34_denzel_washington.html
_________________________________________________________

Database Application Activity

Meet Edgar Allan Poe

Overview:  The students in a 9th grade English class will research Edgar Allan Poe. They will learn how to access the database, Biography Resource Center, and take notes from it. They will then participate in an elimination game to share information with other class members. They will then use the facts they have learned to write a biographical essay about Poe. The information they use will further be used to show the connection between the author’s early life and the themes of his poems and short stories.
Specific Goals: 
1. Students will learn to access information using the Biography 

    Resource Center Database.  

2. Students will learn to collect information by taking notes. 
3. Students will learn to organize data collected into an essay. 
4. Students will learn to connect theme with an author’s life. 

Required Materials: 

1. Access to an internet ready computer lab
2. Notebook paper and pencil
3. Text containing Poe stories or poems the teacher wishes to teach. 

Mini-lesson activities:
1. The teacher will begin the class with a brief lecture on Edgar Allan Poe. Do not give too many facts. Give them hints, but not specific information.

2. The class will be instructed on computer lab policy and be given the Biography Resource Center database website.  Some students may need to be shown how to use the database. Others will not need any assistance. 
3. Students will be instructed to find as many facts about Poe as they can in a class period. There will be a contest to see who can collect the most facts. They will write the facts on a sheet of notebook paper. Each fact should come on a separate line. Skip a line between each fact.
4. Begin the contest in the next class period. All students will be instructed to stand beside their desks. Students will give one fact in turn around the room. When a student says a fact, the others in the class must mark an X beside it. No fact can be said twice. If a student does not have the fact on his or her paper, he or she can add the fact with an X beside it. When a student runs out of facts he or she is out of the game and may be seated. The last one standing is the winner. A small prize may be given to the winner. 
5. The teacher may wish to follow up on the facts which the students have gathered. Some students may have questions about Poe’s life. Students often have questions about why he was able to marry his cousin. Be prepared to talk about this with the students. There are also many theories about his life style and theories about his death which the teacher must address through lecture or discussion. 
6. The students will be asked to organize the facts they have gathered into paragraphs by writing numbers beside the facts which should go in the same paragraphs. For example, facts about his birth and parents should go in the first paragraph and will receive the number 2. The number 1 should be reserved for an introductory paragraph. Students will be encouraged to combine facts into sentences. 
7. Students will be given time to write a biographical essay about Edgar Allan Poe.
8. The teacher should follow this by studying several of Poe’s stories and poems. In each story, discuss how the theme of how sad it is for a beautiful woman to die young could have been affected by Poe’s early life. The setting and mood of his stories were also affected by his early education. This relationship may also be shown. The Raven, To Helen, The Fall of the House of Usher, and The Cask of Amontillado may all be used, but the follow up reading can be done with a wide range of stories or poems. 

Source:  www.lessonplanspage.com
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