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INTRODUCTION

A very rich man has decided he’d like to buy some artwork for his mansion.  Money is no object for him, and he can even buy one-of-a-kind pieces from any museum.  He knows nothing about art, though, and needs help building his collection.  He has chosen our class to help him!  His mansion has many rooms, and he wants each room to have artwork of a different style or from a different time period.  
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Assignments Defined

To be able to complete the required assignments, you must do research on your assigned style/period of art.  Read through the assignment requirements below to see what types of things you should be concentrating your research on.     

Comparison Chart:  Choose 10 pieces of art from your assigned style/period that you recommend our sponsor acquire.  You can choose any 10 pieces that you want, as long as you can justify your choices with solid reasoning (see Presentation requirements).  Once you’ve chosen your 10 pieces, create a comparison chart in Excel.  For each of the 10 pieces you must include this information:
· Title of piece

· Artist

· Date created

· Where it was created

· Medium (e.g. oil painting, sculpture, etc.)

· Why the artist created it

· What the story or message of the piece is

· Any political, historical or personal events that may have influenced the artist

· How the artist’s culture is evident in the work
Here’s an example of how your spreadsheet might be organized:
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PowerPoint Presentation:  Prepare an informative and persuasive presentation, to be no longer than 10 minutes, addressed to our art sponsor.  You must convince him that you’ve chosen the best pieces from your assigned art style/period.  He needs some background information on the style/period first, though, so he can fully appreciate the pieces you recommend.  You must use PowerPoint in your presentation, but the overall organization and design of your presentation is up to you.  Include this information in your presentation:  
· A brief description of the history of the time, including important dates and events
· A description of the defining characteristics of the art of that style/period

· Important artists of that style/from that period 
· Show pictures of the 10 pieces you’ve chosen, providing the title and artist for each.  For each piece, explain why you chose it to recommend to our sponsor.  You cannot simply say “because I like it.”  You must give a concrete reason, perhaps explaining how  is a good representation of the style or how it reflects an important historical, political or cultural event of the time.  Your reason can be why you like the piece, but again, you must back it up with facts.     

Here’s an example of how a PowerPoint slide could be organized.  Put your own style on your presentation, though, and feel free to be creative!   
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- Details about the painting
- Reason(s) for recommending it
- Summary





Original Art Project:  Create a piece of original artwork, representative of your assigned art style/period.  You must first research your assigned style/period to fully understand the defining characteristics of its artwork.  Your art project can be any medium for which this classroom can supply appropriate supplies, such as a painting, a charcoal drawing, a sculpture, etc.  (Ask your teacher for assistance/guidance as needed.) 
Original Art Project Paper:  Write a one-page, double spaced paper to go along with your original art project, explaining how your work is a good representation of artwork from your assigned style/period.  Paper can be created in Word or another word processing software.
Reference Sources:  You must list all sources that you used throughout the project.  You may use any style (MLA, APA, etc.), as long as you maintain the style throughout.  Organize the sources into three lists:  sources used for the comparison chart, sources used for the presentation, and sources used for the original art project/paper.  Can be created in Word or another word processing software.  
Timeline

Day 1:  Spend the class period reviewing the different periods and styles of art, such as Paleolithic, Early Renaissance, Romanticism, or Impressionism.   Find ideas at http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks.html and http://www.artcyclopedia.com.  By the end of the class period, make a list of your top FIVE choices and turn it in.   

 Day 2:  Your teacher will make assignments, one unique art style/period per student.  Each student will also be assigned a group, 1 thru 5, corresponding to dates for final presentations.  Begin research.  

Every attempt will be made to match a student with one of his/her top five choices.  If you do not like the assignment you have received, discuss it with the teacher by the end of the class period.  

Day 3-14:  Class time will be devoted to research and work on the five required assignments.  You are welcome to work on and complete the assignments in any order.  It is likely that several hours of your time outside of class will also be needed to complete the assignments.      

Day 15:  All students must turn in by the end of class their comparison charts, original art projects and accompanying one page papers.  
Day 16:  Group 1 presentations. 

Day 17:  Group 2 presentations.

Day 18:  Group 3 presentations. 

Day 19:  Group 4 presentations.
Day 20:  Group 5 presentations. 


Tips for Making Good Presentations:  

1. Make sure your presentation and any accompanying materials are well organized.  

2. Be well prepared.  Practice your presentation several times beforehand.

3. Make it interesting.  Think of your audience when designing your presentation.  Lots of visuals, combined with interesting facts, should ensure your audience doesn’t get bored.  Also, YOU should look like you’re enjoying your presentation!

4. Face your audience, and speak loudly and clearly.  Make eye contact with audience members to make them feel engaged.  


  

The Grove Art Online database features more than 45,000 articles, covering various art topics from prehistory to the present day.  Also includes more than 130,000 images of artwork, and provides links to hundreds of museums and galleries from around the world.  Has a browse option, and is also easy to search.   

Focused Websites


• Metropolitan Museum of Art @ http://www.metmuseum.org/
View items in the current collection.  Also includes educational materials, an art history timeline, and special features.

( Museum of Modern Art @ http://www.moma.org/
View items in the current collection.  Also includes educational materials, research resources, and special features.

( Smithsonian American Art Museum @ http://americanart.si.edu/index3.cfm
View items in the current collection.  Also includes art information resources, tools for “researching your art.” 

( Art Institute of Chicago @ http://www.artic.edu/aic/
View selected works from the collection.  Also includes educational resources, and you can connect to the Institute’s Ryerson & Burnham Libraries—no password needed. 

( National Gallery of Art @ http://www.nga.gov/
View items in the current collection.  This site offers a wealth of knowledge, including educational materials, sources for further research, and several online gallery tours.

( J Paul Getty Museum @ http://www.getty.edu/museum/
View selected works from the collection.  Search by artist, type of art, or subject matter.  Various educational features.    

( Web Gallery of Art @ http://www.wga.hu/index.html
A virtual museum and searchable database of European painting and sculpture of the Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque periods (1100-1850).

( Art History @ http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks.html
An excellent research base.  View artwork from any period, and link to museums in several dozen different countries.

( Artcyclopedia @ http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
A comprehensive index of art and artists.  Links to hundreds of museum websites and other online resources.    

Interactive Website

( “Ask Joan of Art®”, from the Smithsonian American Art Museum @ http://americanart.si.edu/search/search_ajoa.cfm
Ask a question of the Museum’s information specialists.  They’ll reply with a brief, factual answer and/or direct you to print and electronic reference resources.  Only applies to questions about American art and artists.  

Software Tools “Help” Pages

( Microsoft Excel @ http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/CH790018021033.aspx
Read about formatting worksheets, entering and editing data, creating charts, diagrams and drawing, adding clip art, and more. 

( Microsoft PowePoint @ http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/assistance/CH790018081033.aspx
Read about working with slides, adding clip art or pictures, adding charts and worksheets, and more.  

  

Comparison chart (15 points):

1. Were the chosen art pieces from the correct period/style?

2. Were all assigned questions answered completely and accurately for each of the chosen pieces?

3. Was the spreadsheet formatted correctly, organized, and easy to read? 

PowerPoint presentation (20 points):

1. Is the brief history clear and does it communicate information necessary to understand the time period?

2. Is the description of the style/period clear and accurate, and does it communicate information necessary to understand art of the style/period? 
3. Was note made of important artists of the period, and was the information accurate?

4. Did you provide the title and artist for each piece you recommended?

5. Did you provide concrete reasons for the art pieces your recommended?
6. Was your presentation well organized, informative and persuasive?

7. Was the presentation completed in the time allotted, and was good use made of the time allotted?
Original art project (7 points):

1. Does the work accurately represent the principles of the chosen style/period?
2. Were art techniques learned earlier this year applied correctly in the piece (as applicable to the assigned style)?
Original art project paper (3 points):
1. Is the paper well organized and written in a clear style?  
2. Is the information accurate?  

3. Is there a persuasive argument for classifying the artwork in the chosen style/ period?  

Reference sources (5 points):

1. Is the document organized as instructed above?
2. Is one citation style maintained throughout, and are the sources cited correctly in that style?


You have learned a great deal about the different styles of art, and art from different time periods.  What pieces you like is your personal preference, and there is no right or wrong to it.  By knowing more about art we can at least appreciate even the pieces we don’t like, though.    
If you’ve enjoyed learning about different types of art and the different artists, visit some local museums.  The Indianapolis Museum of Art is currently displaying artwork in their African, American, Native American, South Pacific, Contemporary, and Textile & Fashion Arts galleries.  The Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art offers an extensive collection of traditional and contemporary Native American artwork.  There are several other local and regional art museums with even more to offer.  Look online, or ask your teacher for more information!  


     
Curricular Area:  Visual Arts

Grade Level:  6-9

Length of Project:  approximately four weeks 

Materials:  Students will need to discuss with the instructor the materials they will need for their projects as their choices will dictate the supplies needed.  

Academic Standards:  This WebQuest satisfies several academic standards, such as

6.10.1:  “Demonstrate evidence of reflection, thoughtfulness, and care in selecting ideas and completing work.”  Find all academic standards at http://www.doe.state.in.us/standards/Docs-Arts/2002-08-28-INVisArtsStandards.pdf. 

Interdisciplinary Connection:  English, Social Studies. 

Prerequisite Learning:  Before beginning this project, students should have basic experience in Microsoft Excel and Microsoft PowerPoint.  Also, students should be familiar with using the Internet. 

Suggestions:  

Students may either choose their own topic and have it approved OR the teacher may assign topics OR students may choose a topic out of a hat.  The idea is that only one student will work on any one topic.



REFERENCES

This WebQuest has received much inspiration and guidance from:  

• Coates, Karen.  “Art for Sale” WebQuest.  Instructional Development Technology Consortium.  http://www.itdc.k12.ca.us/curriculum/artforsale.html.

• Nolan, Cathy.  “Art Exhibit!” WebQuest.  New Lenox (Illinois) School District.  http://209.7.110.8/~cnolan/exhibit/.

Last updated June 16, 2006

Comments?  E-mail Carrie Shambarger at shambarger22@yahoo.com.
Decorate the Mansion!





Leonardo Da Vinci’s 


“Mona Lisa”





TASK


Each student will chose a different style of art or period in art history to research.  After careful consideration, each student will select 10 pieces of art from the chosen style/period to recommend to our sponsor.  The recommendations will be made in the form of informative and persuasive PowerPoint presentations.  For the teacher, each student will create and turn in a comparative chart, made in Excel, about their 10 chosen pieces.  Each student will also create and turn in a piece of art in their chosen style along with a one page essay detailing how the piece represents the assigned art style. 





Vincent Van Gogh’s 


“Starry Night”





Andy Warhol’s “Flowers”





FOR TEACHERS


 


Goal/Purpose:  This WebQuest provides opportunity to meet academic standards in visual arts (artistic perception, creative expression, historical and cultural context, aesthetic valuing) while offering students a new, hopefully fun, approach.  It could be used to start a new content area with, or it could be made into a combined project with the English or Social Studies department. 








Georges Seurat’s “Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte”





Ito Jakuchu’s “Tiger”





Fragonard’s “The Reader”





Paul Cezanne’s 


“Apples and Oranges”





Claude-Oscar Monet’s “Water Lilies”





CONCLUSION


 


For those of you that have successfully completed the assigned tasks, CONGRATULATIONS!  Our art sponsor has acquired the recommended artwork for his mansion.  





Your art project will be displayed with your classmates’ projects in the school’s front entrance display cases for two weeks.   














PROCESS





This is a three week (15 class day) project, with an additional week for student presentations.  Read the “assignments defined” below for details on the required assignments for this project.  Make sure that ALL instructions are followed to receive top marks.  Refer to the timeline below for due dates.  Read through the entire timeline before beginning.   

















GUIDANCE





Citing Your Sources:  





Duke University offers guidance for citing sources and creating a list of works cited.  Visit their site at � HYPERLINK "http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/" ��http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/�





For an article specifically about citing works of art, check out this Dartmouth College webpage: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/faq/art.html" ��http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/faq/art.html�





RESOURCES





Visit these places for great information about pieces of art from different time periods and of different styles, and the artists who created them.





Database:  Grove Art Online @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.groveart.com/LOGIN?sessionid=1a3f87aa70d47a2a859bd00dbd1caa33&authstatuscode=400" ��http://www.groveart.com/LOGIN?sessionid=1a3f87aa70d47a2a859bd00dbd1caa33&authstatuscode=400�  








EVALUATION


 


This project is worth 50 points, or 50% of this semester’s grade.  Each assignment has its own point value.  





This is what you’ll be graded on.  Use this list to check over your spreadsheet, artwork and paper before turning them in, or before making your presentation.























