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“Be good and you will be lonesome.” ~ Mark Twain

Doesn’t sound like something your parents would tell you, does it?  This quote comes from Mark Twain, one of America’s best-known authors.  He’s also renowned (like my use of an old vocabulary word?) for the things he said.  He’s quite an interesting person to read about, and it’s interesting to see how events from his life quietly entered his writing.  Once you get past his somewhat difficult language, you’ll get caught up in the adventures that Tom is on in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Since we’ll be reading the book, it’s important for you to have access to some resources that will come in handy for you while you read.  This pathfinder has been designed just for that.  

Our library has many books and other resources about Twain, Tom, and their surroundings, and I also want you to have the chance to look beyond what the printed page has to say.  Electronic materials and good, old fashioned books can give you a great understanding when you are able to see more pictures and videos so that you can visualize things in your mind more clearly. After you are done using this pathfinder, I would like you to have a clearer understanding of the time Twain was alive, his unique characteristics, the surroundings of Twain, and the setting (time and place!) of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  The following resources will guide you well, but if there’s more information that you are interested in beyond what I have led you to, use the key words that I provided to search on your own.  You can use these resources AS we are reading The Adventures of Tom Sawyer or while you’re working on one of the extension activities.  Each new section is designated by an alternate color.  Extension activities are in green.  By the time we finish the book, you will need to have completed one of the activities.  If you have additional ideas, let’s talk.

Happy hunting!
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Quotes

Twain has some great things that he has said or written.  The website www.twainquotes.com gives an alphabetical listing of topics of his quotes. This site also has a lot of places that you check out some primary sources.  Just check out the options at the top of the homepage. Also from the homepage you can look at Twain look-alikes.  There’s even a comparison of him with Albert Einstein!  (copyright April 9,1997 by Barbara Schmidt)

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Mark_Twain/ is a website that offers a shorter listing, which is easy to skim.  There are a total of 111 quotes listed here.  See if you can find what he thinks about humor.  (copyright 1994-2007 by QuotationsPage and Michael Moncur)

Check out http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mark_twain.html. This is another site that has quotes listed by Mark Twain.  Do you see any that apply to you?  (copyright 2008 by BrainyMedia.com)

[image: image9.jpg][ e

‘Tho Adventures of
TOM SAW YER
MARK TWAIN




Want to find out more?  I found these sites by using the keywords “Mark Twain quotes” while on Google.  I had good luck with the first sites that Google listed.  Be sure when you are looking for additional quotes that you are finding a site that is reliable. You don’t want to be using information that is inaccurate!  Good sites probably offer copyright dates, authors, and might include fewer ads.

EXTENSION IDEA: Find a quote that interests you at one of the sites listed above or from a reliable source that you found on your own. In a paragraph, write what you think the quote means.  Then, do you agree with him or not?  Explain your answer.
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Mark Twain Biography Information

Now that you’ve read some of his “quotable quotes”, take a look at more about the man himself.  

http://www.cmgww.com/historic/twain/about/photos.htm is the “official” website of Twain. Here you can find his biography, fun facts, and photos.  Start with the photos at the site mentioned above.  Use the pull down menu under “About Mark Twain” to find out more about him. (“The Official Web Site of Mark Twain” copyright by the Estate of Mark Twain c/o CMG Worldwide)

http://www.online-literature.com/twain/ is a website that offers biographical information about Twain. It also includes some quotes from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and how they apply to Twain’s life.  This would be considered a brief biographical sketch of the man. (“Mark Twain” copyright 2000-2008 by Jalic Inc.)

If you like to see a timeline, this is a great site for you to use! http://classiclit.about.com/cs/chronology/a/aa_mtwainchrono.htm?AORemember=tmp/cache/icap/009076.002 offers a list of years and an overview of what happened to Twain during that time.  It also gives some additional links about Twain’s life and works that might interest you. (“Mark Twain a Brief Chronology” copyright 2008 by About, Inc.)
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I found these Mark Twain sites by using Google with the keywords “Mark Twain”.
Another great way for you to practice your inquiry skills is to use a database. A database is a place where you can go to find information about a topic.  You use keywords to find your information.  Databases will then find a list of possible options for you.  They will all be a certain type of material. For example, a database will house entries from newspapers, or encyclopedias, or primary sources (just to name a few).  I’d love for you to try one of these out!  Go to http://web.ebscohost.com/src/search?vid=1&hid=104&sid=91c91565-d338-4319-9107-c4e549b39dfd%40sessionmgr109. You will see a page that looks like this: 
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Since you’re looking for information on Twain, you could use many of these databases.  I suggest you look for only one kind of resource at a time.  

Here’s an example: I used “Mark Twain” as my keyword and check marked only the biographies database.  Here was my result: [image: image3.wmf]
Notice how at the top of the page I have 189 results? That’s quite a few to go through.  You need to add words to your key words in order to get a better result.  Next I tried to use “Mark Twain 1835-1910” and only had the Biography section check marked.  Here is that result:
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Wow!  See what happens when we refine our searches?  I now only need to weed through 16 sources.  When you find one that you think fits the description of what you’re looking for, click on the title.  That will bring you to a page that first gives you information about the article.  If you scroll down, you will see the actual article.  (The second entry is a good one!  You should be looking for a lexile number that is 950-1075.  This number range is the reading level for a seventh grader.) I found the database EBSCO by first using Inspire for Kids, another source to access databases.  From there, I clicked on “Search Other Databases”.  That’s what brought me to EBSCO (copyright 2008).

If you enjoy watching biographies like those found on the History Channel, try the video Mark Twain: His Amazing Adventures. You can even check it out from our library at school.  Here’s what our search site has to say about it: “Recounts Twain's life story--from his carefree boyhood in Hannibal, Missouri to the devastating tragedies of his later life--with rare photographs, expert interviews and excerpts from the stories that made him a legend.”  (copyright 1997 by A&E Home Video, produced by Greystone Communications, Inc.: I found this by searching “Hannibal Missouri” on our media center’s website.)
Twain even has his own museum.  Check out http://www.MarkTwainMuseum.org/ to see what’s there.  This site is easy to use and gives you lots of images and information. (copyright 2006 by Mark Twain Museum: I found this site by Google searching with the keywords “Mark Twain museum”.)
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(Mark Twain House and Museum
Another great site to check out is http://www.marktwainhouse.org/. It has links to his house in Hartford, Connecticut, information about him, and another link to the museum. It’s also very easy to use, and you can see where he lived at one point in his life.  (copyright 2004 by The Mark Twain House & Museum. I found this by using “Mark Twain museum” as my keywords.)  

A newspaper article was written by Bill O’Brian in the Washington Post.  In this article he explains some about Twain and some about why he felt compelled to visit Twain’s hometown. Check it out at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/03/02/AR2007030200416.html. (“The Hannibal Lecture: Twain Museum Tells All” copyright March 4, 2007 by Washington Post, written by Bill O’Brian: I found this under my search of “Mark Twain museum”.)

More pictures!  Visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdTFitNKvjo&NR=1  to see a short video of pictures and quotes from Twain.  (Posted on YouTube on February 11, 2007: I found it as a recommended video after I viewed another on Twain.)

EXTENSION IDEA: From the sources above or from some that you have found on your own (or a combination!) answer the following questions about Twain:

1. What is Mark Twain’s birthday? 

2. In what town of what state was Mark Twain born?

3. In what town of what state did Mark Twain grow up?

4. What was the date of Mark Twain’s death?

5. What “heavenly phenomenon” occurred at Twain’s birth and death?

6. How old was Mark Twain when he left school? 

7. What war took place during Twain’s life?

8. What were the dates of that war?

9. Name five other of Twain’s occupations/jobs, besides writing.

10. Was Mark Twain married?  Did he have children?  If so, how many?

11. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer takes place in the South before what war?

12. Name the town and state where The Adventures of Tom Sawyer takes place.

13. In what year was The Adventures of Tom Sawyer originally published?

14. Which two novels are Mark Twain’s most famous?

15. What is Twain’s “real” name?

16. What does the term “Mark Twain” mean?

EXTENSION IDEA: Look at different pictures of Twain throughout his life.  See if you can find a picture from each decade of his life to see how he changed as time went on.  Can you find pictures of places that he lived also? You can pull these together in some format for your classmates to see.  Maybe an iMovie or a PowerPoint?
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Picture taken from About.com

(no copyright information given)

Inventions

Wonder what life was like 1835 to 1910, the years Twain was alive?  Check out these books for what things were invented in his lifetime.  

By using the keywords “timeline of inventions” on Google, I found http://inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa111100a.htm. This site allows you to click on a group of dates, and then it brings you to a link that gives things that were invented in that time frame.  You can then click on that name to get even more information.  This site is extremely easy to use. (“Nineteenth Century Inventions” copyright 2008 by About, Inc.)

Also check out the book The Inside & Out Guide to Inventions by Chris Oxlade at our library.  According to our website it “Describes the history, design and construction, and components of inventions that changed the world, including the steam engine, automobile, tank, telephone, computer, and many others.” (copyright 2006: I found this book by using our media center’s online catalogue search using the keyword “inventions”.)

EXTENSION IDEA: Make a PowerPoint of inventions that came to be during Twain’s lifetime.  Include pictures and information about those inventions.  Which ones would you not be able to live without?  Explain.  (This could be a lot of fun pulling together! You could even do an iMovie if you’d like.)

Clothing

Wonder what people wore in the 1830s and 1840s?  Check out these websites for some ideas.  

http://www.connerprairie.org/HistoryOnline/clothing.html Gives information and a few pictures of how people dressed in the 1830s. (copyright by Conner Prairie).

http://www.pastpatterns.com/1830.html gives drawings and information from the 1830s and 40s.  It also lists other links of interest for clothing. (copyright information for website not provided. The illustrations are copyrighted 1979.)
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I found these websites by doing a Google search of “clothing 1830” and “clothing 1840”.

EXTENSION IDEA: Looking at these pictures, could you come up with an outfit of your own that is like something that would be worn in the 1830s or 1840s?  Try dressing up as one of the characters from the book.  Share the information with the class while you’re dressed up. You could even get a few classmates to go along with you and your group could perform a section of the book for the class. This would be so much fun to watch (and do)!
Mississippi River

The Mississippi River is essential to the life that surrounds it.  It appears quite a few times in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  It helps to know more about the river, so take a look at these resources to increase your knowledge.

It’s hard to imagine how big the Mississippi River is.  Find out some amazing facts at this website: http://www.experiencemississippiriver.com/river-facts.cfm.  This site even tells you how long it would take a rain drop to get from one end of the Mississippi to the other!  (copyright 2006 “River Facts & Fun” by Mississippi River Parkway Commission: I found this with a Google Search using the keywords “Mississippi River Facts”.) 

You can experience the river through the trip that another group of students took.  Visit http://cgee.hamline.edu/rivers/MA2001/MA2000/Expedition2000/index.htm to see the experiences of students who got to take an adventure down the Mighty Mississippi.  You can read their journals of their trip, see pictures that they took, and learn a little about the river.  This is a pretty easy site to “travel” through.  Check out the side links for students.  There are some fun activities for you to participate in. (copyright 2001 by Center for Global Environmental Education, Hamline University Graduate School of Education: I found this site simply by doing a Google search using the keywords “Mississippi River”. That search brought me to www.42explore2.com, which had links to websites about the river.)
The Book

Need to read a chapter and left your book at school?  No despair!  You can access the exact same version of the book we’re reading in class at http://www.literatureproject.com/tom-sawyer/index.htm. At this website, you can click on the chapter you need to read; all are listed here.  It’s such an easy site to use, and now you don’t have to worry about losing your book in your backpack!  (The Adventures of Tom Sawyer copyright 2000-2008 by Literature Project: I found this by Google searching with the keywords “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer ebook”.)

If you’re like a lot of students, listening while following along in your book is an easier way to comprehend your assignment.  Have no fear!  If you check out the audio CD of the book, you’ll be in luck.  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer CD is Mark Twain’s written word read by Patrick Fraley, a well-known voice actor.  You’ll love the different voices of the characters he helps bring to life!  (These CDs, there are six in the package, were given to me by our language arts team, but you can buy it at Amazon.com by searching under “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer CD”.  It’s only $19.77!)

If visualizing helps you comprehend, you definitely need to look through The Adventures of Tom Sawyer illustrated by Claude Lapointe.  This book is full of drawings about the reading and actual pictures of certain things that pertain to the book.  It also gives some side note information about a topic that is mentioned on the page.  This is fun to look through, and the words match exactly with the book we read together in class. (copyright 1995 by Penguin Group, ISBN 0-670-86985: Our library doesn’t have it, but you can find it at www.amazon.com. I found it by searching with the ISBN number.)
If you happen to lose the book you have been given at school, it would be helpful to buy another one.  You can do this at www.amazon.com. Use the ISBN number for the quickest search result.  (copyright 1986 by Tom Dohery Associates, LLC., ISBN 0-8125-0420-8)

If The Adventures of Tom Sawyer really draws you in, consider reading The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (copyright 1983), which is also by Twain.  You just might see a few familiar characters there!  You can check it out at our library or read it online at http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/76 (release date 6/29/2004). (I found the one from our library by looking under Twain in the fiction section.  I found the ebook by Google searching “Adventures of Huckleberry Finn ebook”.)

Money Conversion

There comes a time in the book where it would be interesting to know what money of the 1840s is equal to in today’s dollars.  I don’t want to tell you more because it will give some of the story away.  When we get to that point, use http://www.measuringworth.com/calculators/uscompare/result.php#
to work out the math.  This site converts money from previous years to today’s money.  (“Measuring Worth” copyright 2008 by Institute for the Measurement of Worth: I found this site by using “CPI” on Google.)

Hannibal, Missouri

Hannibal is the hometown of Mark Twain, and it serves as the basis of the setting in Tom Sawyer.  (Twain actually calls the town St. Petersburg in the book.)  

To see how massive the Mississippi River is compared to the town, click on http://www.hanmo.com/. This site offers a great perspective of the river. If you scroll down, there are also many sites that are listed that give more information about Hannibal. (copyright 1995-2008 by G3 Business Innovations: I found it by Google searching with “Hannibal Missouri”.)  

See video from Hannibal, Missouri at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0fhh2p_NUY. You’ll see lots of places that relate to Twain, Tom, and Hannibal.  This is a great video!  (uploaded February 12, 2008, produced by Executive Producer Doug Scott, PTG Studios: I found this by searching “Hannibal Missouri” at YouTube.)

The Cave
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( Mark Twain Cave

The cave of St. Petersburg plays a significant role in Tom Sawyer.  Mark Twain based the cave on the one in Hannibal, Missouri.  You can check out the cave at http://www.marktwaincave.com/. Here you can see pictures of certain parts of the cave and other information about it.  It really helps you visualize what’s happening in the book. (last updated April 6, 2008: I found this site by Google search with “Mark Twain cave”.)
Of course, when you’re in a cave, there are bound to be bats.  Take a look at some great questions and answers about the mammals we love to hate at http://www.bats4kids.org/. This site posts questions and you click on the question to get the answer.  Pretty cool information.  There’s even a quiz to test your knowledge.  (copyright Merlin Tuttle/Bat Conservation International: I found this page by another Google search using “bats” as my keyword.”

Another great place to check for information and pictures of bats is http://www.batcon.org/home/default.asp. You have to check out the photo gallery.  Be careful: it gave me the chills!  (copyright 2008 by Bat Conservation International, Inc.: I found this with my “bats” search on Google.”)

Interested in the animals that live in a cave?  Check out http://members.socket.net/~joschaper/wcavelife.html to read information and see some pictures.  It’s pretty interesting to see what’s in there!  (“Webster’s Home Cave” copyright 2003 by Jo Schaper: I found this by Google search keywords “cave animals”.)

Indiana has caves that you could explore. http://www.indianacaves.com/ is a website that shares information about our caves. It’s very easy to use and gives you links to individual caves. (copyright 2004 by Indiana Caves: I found this site by Google search keywords “Indiana Caves”.)

EXTENSION IDEA: Take a trip to a cave and take pictures of things you see.  Share your pictures and experience in a scrapbook or as a PowerPoint.  Be prepared to share this with your class.  You can label things like stalactites and stalagmites.
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