

A Database Guide for Elementary Students

Created by Jill Schriner, 19 March 2008
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LitFINDER

Provided and maintained by:  Thomson Gale Group

www.litfinder.com

LitFINDER is a literary database that provides full text poems, stories, essays, plays and speeches.  LitFINDER contains over 130,000 different full text items, with the majority being full text poems.  Over 125,000 full text poems, along with over 850,000 poem citations and excerpts makes LitFINDER poems the most comprehensive database available.  


LitFINDER can be used by all ages, but this tutorial is aimed towards students in fourth and fifth grade.  One of the greatest things about LitFINDER, along with other databases, is the fact that it is all inclusive:  you can find most everything you want in one place.  The downfall of databases, including LitFINDER, is the fact that sometimes finding what you want can be a little difficult.  You need to make sure that you know how to search through databases, and this tutorial will help you do just that! 
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So where do you begin?  Why not just begin with a basic search?  Once you are at the homepage, go to Kids’ Korner (found in the lower right hand corner).
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Type in what you are looking for in the Basic Search box:
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If you want to narrow down your basic search, simply check the boxes of the formats you want to search in:
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A basic search is a good place to start if you aren’t quite sure what you are looking for.  Let’s do an example!  

Your teacher wants you to read a poem about an animal, but you have NO idea where to even begin looking for a poem like that.  Do a Basic Search!  Start by clicking on “Animals” under the Kids’ Korner section of LitFINDER.  Simply type in the animal you want to find a poem about, click on Poems, and then either hit the ENTER button, or click on the orange box with the two arrows.  [image: image6.jpg]



 [image: image7.jpg](8 BASIC SEARCH  souemteeo senncn

sslemender

s [ spesches
Oar





Your results will be displayed:  
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Your results are displayed in a list form as show, with the author first and the title of the poem second.  As pointed out by the green arrow, the number of results is listed as 196 items.  This is too many results for you to sift through, so let’s find a way to narrow down that search with an…
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An advanced search can help you narrow your search so you can find more specific results.  Imagine you just did the above Basic Search and found 196 poems on salamanders!  How are you supposed to search through ALL those results?  It is almost impossible to do.  So how do you get more specific results?  Do an Advanced Search:
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There are four different options once you get into the advanced search:  Literature, Author, References, and All.  Let’s work with Literature this time.  There are five elements to the Literature Advanced Search:  Keywords, Record Title, Author Name, Type, and Timeline.  
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Keywords are those words that you want to make sure that you find in your poem.  The Record Title is what type of record you would like (literature record, etc…) If you have a specific author in mind, then you can add either the first name, last name, or both to the Author Name line.  You can also select the type of literature you are looking for (poem, story, essay, etc…) and the Timeline you are looking in (for example 20th century A.D. is 1900-1999).  Let’s see if we can narrow down that search on salamander poems!  Try to fill in as many elements as you can, so you can get the most specific results possible.  
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What did our results look like this time?  Let’s see!
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As you can still see, we still have 90 results, which is quite a few.  So let’s narrow our results down some more.  Can you see the little T by certain results?  (Look at the skinny purple arrow!)  This little T means that it is a full text result, which means that you can read the whole poem right on this website.  We can narrow our search down even more by only selecting the resources that have the full text available.   When we do that, we have narrowed down our results to only 26 poems.  This is a good number to have!


Make sure you are being very careful when you are browsing through your results.  Remember, you are looking for a poem about a salamander.  Unfortunately, sometimes our results may not match what we are actually looking for.  So, even though you searched for salamanders, you need to double check the results you are interested in to make sure they are really what you are looking for.  
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Now that we have our search narrowed to a good number of results, it’s time to look through your results to find the perfect salamander poem. 


Look through your results, and start exploring them in depth.  Click on one poem’s title to look at the full record for that poem.  I chose to click on “The Little Salamander” by Walter John De La Mare.  
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This screen not only shows you the whole poem, but it also gives you a lot of information about the author, including his birth and death dates, nationality, profession, alternative names, and a picture.  


Now that you are more familiar with LitFINDER, let’s do a…
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With spring right around the corner, let’s think warm thoughts!  When you think of spring, you might think of flowers.  In this project, you will be creating your own poem about a particular flower.  In order to write an accurate poem, first research other poems written about the flower of your choice.  Use LitFINDER to help you find these poems.  Once you have looked over multiple poems, it is time for you to make your own.  But wait!  There is a special way you have to create this spring flower poem.  Create the poem in the shape of the flower you choose.  


Just in case you are still a little weary about LitFINDER, here is a short mini-lesson to get you going in the right direction!

1. Go to LitFINDER at www.litfinder.com
2. Go to the bottom right hand side of the page where it says “Kids’ Korner”:
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3. Once you have found that, click on “plants”:
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4. When you click on plants, it will take you to a page with an entire list of different plants and flowers:
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5. Choose the plant or flower that you would like for your spring poem, and start looking through the poems for that flower!  

6. Once you think you have read enough to help you create your own poem/drawing go ahead and put the pencil to the paper.  

When you are finished, share your poem with a friend.  Here’s an example to get you started:
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There are so many activities you can complete with LitFINDER.  Here are just a few:

~ Get a group of friends together and put on a play that you find through LitFINDER.  You can choose to find a play about anything or anyone.  All you have to do is make sure you narrow your results by doing an Advanced Search. 

~ Write a persuasive paper for your favorite game or sport.  Go to the Fun and Games tab under Kids’ Korner.  From there, find resources about your favorite sport/game.  From these resources, create a persuasive paper. 

~ Find the poem, “The Windmill” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow on LitFINDER.  Read the poem.  Draw a picture that represents your interpretation of the poem.  


Do you have any other ideas that we could do with LitFINDER?  Feel free to share them with your friends, your teachers, and librarians!  

