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Database Overview:
I accessed this database for review by going through the IUPUI library*.   Use of this database through this location requires a student sign in and password.
Why use Thomas Gale’s Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center (OVRC)?  Opposing Viewpoints works tirelessly to find the best resources available on all of today’s hot social issues.  Where other sources focus on being unbiased this source does the exact opposite.  It focuses on finding sources that take a stand and argue some aspect of the topic.  They work to provide resources for both sides of the issue so that you can make a stand and work to create the strongest argument possible.  OVRC pulls its resources from 140 magazines, academic journals, and newspapers as well as other sources.
Opposing Viewpoints provides an outstanding service to anyone interested in doing research on the hottest topics, from Abortion and Birth Control to Terrorism and the War in Iraq.  Opposing Viewpoints works to bring you all the information you need to understand a topic.  It focuses on giving you the positives and negatives of every issue, and this makes it the perfect source for information when writing a research paper, persuasive paper, argumentative essay, or even when preparing for a debate.  If you already have a controversial topic OVRC will almost certainly provide you with great resources, but even if you haven’t decided on a topic yet they can still help.  OVRC provides a great list of hot topics that can help you find something that you are interested in researching and then provide you with all of the information you need to compose your paper.
Opposing Viewpoints also features Lexile reading levels and content levels to help you find materials that are right for you.   The Lexile number lets you know the exact reading level of the articles you have to choose from.  The lower the Lexile number, the easier the article will be to read.  The content levels work to let you know at a glance the level of the article.  All of the articles are marked as either basic, intermediate, or advanced.  Basic articles provide simple straight forward information and background information.  The Intermediate level takes the topic beyond the basic level, providing stronger information and argumentation.  The last level is the advanced level and this level of article often focuses on legal points and is the most difficult.
The intended audience of OVRC is students in junior high and high school (grades 6-12) or anyone above that is interested in social issues.  These resources are intended to help you complete assignments for English, Social Studies, Science, Speech and Debate.

Strengths:
· More than 9,100 articles featuring pro and con viewpoints
· More than 140 magazines, academic journals, and newspapers (nearly 2.2 million articles)
· More than 4,700 topic overviews

· More than 5,000 statistical tables, charts and graphs

· A list of hot button topics to help students who are having difficulty deciding on a topic
· Tools to help with preparing the paper-
· Dictionary

· Thesis statement help

· Argumentation help

· Persuasive help

Weaknesses:

· Need to expand their number of websites
· Not enough streaming video clips available
· Not enough images
· Need to include controversial topics from the past (It would be great if you could see a controversial topic from the past with primary sources from that time.  An example of this would be women’s right to vote, which yields nearly no results)

Applications and Ideas:
English & Speech – A great use for Opposing Viewpoints is in an English or Speech class.  Aside from the standard research paper, a staple of all levels of these classes is the persuasive paper or speech.  OVRC is the perfect choice when starting work on one of these papers.  All a writer has to do is read some of the articles that deal with the topic to find points and statistics that support their stance.  This should help them in two ways.   The first is in helping them to find notes to write their paper.  The second is in the simple way that the more of this type of writing that you read, the easier it is to write your own.  The quality sources available through OVRC are sure to help every student see how to create a great persuasive paper or speech.  Once they have the notes for their point, they can then begin putting together their assignment.  Another great feature of this site is that the tools will help them develop their thesis statement, as well as correctly citing their sources, which seems to always be difficult for every level of student.  Thus, a sample assignment might be to have students research a topic such recycling and then put together a paper to persuade the school administration and school board to begin recycling in the corporation, which is something they don’t currently do at my school.  What could be a better assignment than this?  It has a real purpose and audience.
Social Studies – A great use of this database would be in a Social Studies class.  Many high school government classes study the court system and even do their own mock trials.  Doing this assignment requires two important skills.  The first is that the students to have a basic understanding of the laws in question.  Secondly, it also requires them to present evidence that supports their stance.  A good argument will not only support their side, but will also show flaws in the other side’s perspective.  The sources and viewpoint articles at OVRC are perfect for researching this type of project.  I have worked with a lot of high school students who, while never getting excited about writing any type of paper will spend hours reading and researching for facts to help them act their role in the trial.  Social Studies classes are also very frequently the class where current events will be discussed and debated, so when a topic such as the war in Iraq is brought up its always good to have a source where you can quickly get your hands on information that will help present both sides of the issue.  When one of these debates takes on a life of its own and students want/need more information Opposing Viewpoints is the place to go.
Science – Science is full of controversial topics that need to be discussed and debated by today’s students.  Building dams for hydroelectricity, cloning, pollution, and global warming are just a few examples of topics where this database would be a great resource to have available for students.  These are topics that need to be critically looked at today by these students because they will be our voters tomorrow, and an educated informed public is critical to our political system.  By teaching students how to see both sides of an issue, we are providing them with life skills that will help them both today and tomorrow.  Scientific and technological advances are always going to bring with them questions and issues that need to be debated and researched, and OVRC is a great source to teach them to reach for.  A sample project might be to evaluate both sides of the issue surrounding polar bears and global warming.  The scientific community is currently debating whether or not global warming is going to lead to the end of polar bears.  Students could research both points of view and create a power point project to show what they have learned and what they, as students and citizens, can do to help improve this situation.
Tutorial
Database Application Activity – Mini lesson
Database Application Activity – Assignment sheet
*Opposing Viewpoints at the IUPUI library - http://find.galegroup.com.proxy.ulib.iupui.edu/ovrc/start.do?prodId=OVRC&userGroupName=iulib_iupui
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