Database Application Activity: 

“Should the government invade the privacy of individuals to protect the safety of the greater population?”  

Students:  High School Sophomores – English 10

Lesson time frame: 2 weeks

Indiana Academic Standards:

10.4.2
Establish a coherent thesis that conveys a clear perspective on the subject and maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing. 

10.4.7
Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas. 

10.4.8
Use appropriate conventions for documentation in text, notes, and bibliographies following the formats in different style manuals.

10.5.3
Write expository compositions, including analytical essays, summaries, descriptive pieces, or literary analyses that: 

· gather evidence in support of a thesis (position on the topic), including information on all relevant perspectives. 

· communicate information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently. 

Objectives:

· Students will be introduced to politically charged subject matter.

· Students will understand that an issue may have many facets and not just two sides

· Students will conduct personal research of the controversial subject

· Students will determine their own personal stance on the topic

· Students will write a thesis statement that demonstrates their personal stance

· Students will write an essay that incorporates research as support for their thesis

· Students will use proper MLA citation format to document their research

Unit Overview:  

As sophomores, many of the students have not been exposed to politically charged subject material.  One goal of this unit then is to help students begin thinking critically and making personal judgments in those situations.  Opposing Viewpoints is a wonderful resource to use for this, because the controversial material has already been compiled and is easily accessible for the students.  Then they can select a few of the resources to read, to begin deepening their understanding of the many sides of an issue.  For this particular introductory activity, students will not use many of the search features of Opposing Viewpoints.  They will use the quick link (for popular search topics) to look at the Patriot Act.  They will then conduct a basic search for privacy laws on their own.  Because the students’ have little or no previous experience with database use, this is a nice way to start so that they don’t get bogged down with the workings of the database itself and can just begin working with the search results.

Additionally, through this lesson, students will also learn to write a formal argumentation essay, to refute oppositional views, and to use MLA citation format.  This is an important skill for high school students, many of whom are hesitant to “take a stand” on a topic, for fear of choosing the “wrong” stand.  It is also an additional way to reinforce researching skills.

Mini-lesson: Using Opposing Viewpoints

To begin, students will be introduced to the value of using a database to search for information.  Using a projection unit, the class will view together the Opposing Viewpoints database, discussing the types of information that would be found using this database.

Next, the class will go through the tutorial together, with the teacher and Media Specialist demonstrating the features of Opposing Viewpoints, focusing specifically on search results and the information that is provided.  While the tutorial is designed to allow users to go through it without assistance, it is also a good tool for a teacher and/or media specialist to use when instructing a class of beginners in using the database.

Once students are familiar with the workings of Opposing Viewpoints, they will next go to their own computers and look at the search results that are returned when clicking on the frequent search for “Patriot Act 2001”, which yields 64 viewpoints results.  While students are looking at their own computers, the Media Specialist and teacher will go through the search results on the projection unit as well as monitoring students to assist with questions.

Once students are comfortable with these results, they will search independently.  Their task will be to answer the question for themselves “Should the government invade the privacy of individuals to protect the safety of the greater population?”  

To guide students through their search, they will be asked to find three different articles that address the question from different perspectives.  They will be asked to read each of the articles, to write a summary of each one, and to include a key quote from the article and an explanation of that quote.  (See the Assignment Sheet for specifics of the assignment.)

This guided search process helps the students to begin understanding how to use the Opposing Viewpoints database.  Even though the activity is very guided, it is important to make the students comfortable with using a database so that they begin to turn to them for research instead of simply turning to Wikipedia for the answers to all of their questions.  Once students have mastered the skills in this lesson, they will move on to more independent use of the database in later assignments.
