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Philosophy for Children: A Pathfinder

The focus of this pathfinder is the idea of philosophy for children. Once considered an area of study for students at the collegiate level, it is now an area that is being taught to students as young as three and four years old. While, according to many sources, namely those mentioned in this pathfinder, including the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy’s page on Philosophy for Children, as well as Mt. Holyoke’s website on Philosophy for Children, this push to get younger students studying philosophy has been occurring since the 1970’s, however, the push has been so minor that it has taken several years for it to really have an impact in children’s home and classrooms. But many still wonder, is philosophy for these young children really worth it? According to the website, the Institute for the Advancement of Philosophy for Children, at Montclair State University, “The last thirty years' experience in doing philosophy with children and adolescents has shown us that they are not only capable of doing philosophy but need and appreciate it for the same reasons that adults do.” 

What’s Philosophy?
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To clarify this topic, one must understand, first, what philosophy is. Simply put, philosophy is the inquiry of various concepts, be it art, the mind, logic, ethics, the history of science, among many other areas thought to be “puzzling.” Philosophy for Children is really no different than standard philosophy. However, as will be pointed out in a number of the following resources, philosophy is being taught to (Image Courtesy of izar.net)

        students in several different ways:

through interactive games, through the books that have grown to love since a young age, through art, and many other different ways. 

Because of the differences in approaches to philosophy at this age, as well as a lack of understanding about how to learn about philosophy for students this age, this pathfinder has been provided to be an electronically-based guide to helping the students, as well as the teachers and leaders understand philosophy better. Also, because it is still a developing topic, in a quite early stage, this guide will help both students (at any age), as well as the teachers and leaders in the time being spent looking for quality resources. While there is only a small amount of information available online in English (there are, however, numerous websites for the study of Philosophy for Children in languages such as Dutch, German, and Spanish), the purpose of this pathfinder is to provide what are quality sources and, then, beyond that, have divided them up so each group targeted in the pathfinder knows which resources are best for their needs. Because there is so little available and because many people who are starting this topic really have no idea where to begin, this pathfinder needed to be created. If this area continues to prosper as it has been, this pathfinder will prove to be a very useful resource. Sure, there are quite a few books on the topic, some of the better materials, which have been named here, prove that. But really, the focus here is on web resources and other electronic materials that are not as easy to find and as easy to understand who it is geared towards. This pathfinder takes out a lot of the hard work so that teachers, parents, librarians, and the students can get to work on this great topic!
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Websites




(Image courtesy of New Forest Mall School)

The websites that have been chosen here were based on specific guidelines that I created for myself when I first started looking into the concept of philosophy for children. First, I wanted to make sure that the pages provided for children, especially the younger children were very “kid-friendly.” Often considered to be a more serious area of study, a cheerful and friendly website, I thought, would be huge in getting kids into this topic. I wanted, in addition, the websites to make philosophy seem fun for the younger kids, be it by providing an interactive aspect, or by showing kids how other kids are involved in philosophy already, or even by showing them that the books that they are reading already are really philosophical. For older students, I wanted to make sure that the websites weren’t either too “kiddy” or, on the other end of the spectrum, too dry or formal. I wanted to also provide websites for students at different levels of philosophy. I have provided websites for older students who are just now getting into philosophy, but also more advanced websites for philosophy. Lastly, I had specific criteria for the few resources I have listed here for teachers and leaders. I wanted to make sure I provided websites for those teaching philosophy at different levels, be it the level of students they are teaching, but also the level they are at in their teaching of philosophy to students. Also, I was really hoping to find websites that provided excellent resources for teaching materials, teaching guides, and forums where they could talk with other teachers and leaders. 
After going through several resources, I realized that many of the websites really fit the bill, so to speak. Because there is so little produced on this topic and, perhaps, because of the nature of the topic, most of the websites really are quality websites. It is easy to tell that those producing these websites have really spent a lot of time and feel that philosophy for children should really be fostered. Numerous websites are from different organizations and universities that are hoping to make the philosophy for children something better known and enjoyed by all. 

Philosophy for Younger Children/Students (Under age 12) Note: the ages listed here are just a suggestion. The appropriate website depends on each individual child. 

Philosophy for Children

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/omc/kidsphil/kids.html
This is an interesting website from Mt. Holyoke that focuses on things that children already know: fairy tales and other well-known stories and books children grow up reading. From here, the website tackles different philosophy inquiries that you can gather from these stories in order to get you thinking about philosophy. The website lists numerous books and question sets for all of them, making it very helpful for, not only you, as students, but also your parents and teachers.

Philosophy for Kids

http://philosophyforkids.com/
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This website appears to be very child friendly, and while it is, it is also surprisingly valuable for parents of children trying to teach their children about philosophy.  The main page has a very “cute” image as seen here.

As a result, it can be helpful for a younger crowd because it will be very friendly. But that isn’t to say that older students won’t also find it helpful! There are many different resources available to children and young adults, including short stories and helpful links to retrieve further information on philosophy. This a great resource to start getting to know philosophy through the use of stories. It’s like doing philosophy without even realizing it!

The Kids Philosophy Slam (also listed for older children/students and young adults)

http://www.philosophyslam.org/
This is an annual event aimed at students K-12. While its focus is on this annual event, the website is still very informative and child-friendly. It features bright colors, cool patterns and is very use for most students to use. Students can learn about other students who have done well at this event in the past by reading or looking at what they have submitted. Students can also learn about various “philosophers of the week” and also get interesting links for further information about the philosophers. This is a great resource because it is philosophy with a cause! You could be the next winner of the slam if you’re that into philosophy. 

Philosophy for Older Children/Students and Young Adults (12-18) Note: the ages listed here are just a suggestion. The appropriate website depends on each individual child.

Bob Corbett’s Philosophy for Children Page, part of Webster University

http://www.webster.edu/~corbetre/philosophy/children/children.html
Although this is a rather small and rather simple website, the few bits of information are really helpful for children and really geared towards a younger audience, all while teaching young children about the importance of philosophy in your everyday lives. He lists three main stories that are beneficial to understanding philosophy at your young ageand also gives a very thorough list of other resources for philosophy for you and also talks on the topic, geared more towards adults, about the benefits of teaching children philosophy.

Philosophy Class

http://www.philosophyclass.com/
This website is one that is very geared towards the student-end of philosophy for children and young adults. The website, although very simple in its design with just a few, small pictures is a great resource for a slightly older crowd (perhaps students in middle school and beyond), namely because of the information provided. The website, on its homepage offers a number of good links to such topics as: logic, ethics, epistemology, philosophy of science, metaphysics, among a few other topics. Once clicked, the information is presented in a much more formal way. Younger students, don’t feel too overwhelmed by this! The information is very helpful. But if you do still feel like it is too much information, don’t worry about that! Check out the other resources listed here. Each link goes to an in-depth outline of each topic, touching on numerous ideas within each realm of philosophy. This website is perfect for any student hoping to get a good survey of different realms of philosophy, perhaps for a class he or she is taking in high school or to think about what he or she might major in during college. 

Philosophy Timeline

http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/zt.htm
This website, perhaps most geared towards middle school students through high school students is a quick resource if you are trying to get a good grasp on the development of philosophy. As a result, this would be perfect if you are taking your studies of philosophy a step further. If you might already know about philosophy, this could be a secondary resource that could help provide you with background information for the philosopher or time you are studying. Because philosophy is a study that continues to build upon itself, a timeline is an excellent resource for you students who are always wondering why or how? Why did we get to a point in philosophy where so many thought that maybe God no longer existed? What was going on at that time in the world that would lead these thinkers to start to question something that seemed so permanent? How did we get to Christianity from neo-Platonism? These are all valid questions that can hopefully be answered through this timeline. At the website, there are a few hundred philosophers listed, each with a link to information about them and the exact time they were alive. Much like a tag cloud, the bigger philosophers get larger, bolder text, unlike other resources listed here.

Visionaivity

http://home12.inet.tele.dk/fil/
This website, although slightly more difficult to maneuver through than most of the other websites, is still very useful.  The website focuses on educating you, the student, who is more high-school aged, about major areas of philosophy through text, as well as more interesting resources, such as film. High-School aged (though maybe even middle-school aged) students can learn about philosophy through various timelines and also learn about Eastern philosophy, an area with little focus in other websites. 

The High School Philosophy Seminar at GW

http://www.gwu.edu/~hsps/index.html
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This website, although mostly focused on a school in the Washington, DC district 

that has an entire seminar on philosophy, is a very good resource, especially in regards to the school’s blog. The blog is focused towards more high-school aged children and really looks at philosophy from the viewpoint of these students, making it very easy to use for you and also more approachable for you. What is also very interesting is it gives quick blurbs about major areas of philosophy including ethics, logic, phenomenology and art in order to get students thinking about these topics.

The Kids Philosophy Slam

http://www.philosophyslam.org/
This is an annual event aimed at students K-12. While its focus is on this annual event, the website is still very informative and child-friendly. It features bright colors, cool patterns and is very use for most of you students to use. Here, you can learn about students who have done well at this event in the past by reading or looking at what they have submitted. Students can also learn about various “philosophers of the week” and also get interesting links for further information about the philosophers. 

Ancient Philosophy

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/philosophy/index.htm
This website is an excellent choice for older children and young adults interested in the basics of philosophy. At this website, which has an appearance more aimed towards children, the users can get a good idea about the history of philosophy. From here, the website acts as a sort of starting point on the path to further understanding philosophy. The website listed here in particular includes numerous links to other areas of philosophy that students might be interested in learning about. Other topics that are linked throughout this page include numerous individual philosophers, ethics, religion, and science and mathematics, all which are related to philosophy in some way. Use “Ancient Philosophy” as a starting point and see where you end up as you begin your journey in understanding philosophy. 

Philosophy—Taken from Academic Kids Encyclopedia Online

http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Philosophy
This website, which has a similar, basic setup, much like that of the well-known Wikipedia is an excellent resource for both students (though perhaps slightly older students, maybe more towards the young adult end) and teachers, as the information provided is very straightforward and with very little graphics to entice a younger crowd. The information provided from this website is excellent for teachers just starting in on discussing what exactly philosophy is, or students might find this useful when starting a report on the topic of philosophy or just for their own personal use. Compared to the other sites, this website offers some of the most information on nearly all topics of philosophy, including ancient, Eastern, applied and most other well-known realms of philosophy. In addition, there are a great number of links from this website to other areas, as well as individual philosophers. Lastly, what is one of the best resources is the in-depth bibliography listed at the end of the website. 

Philosophy for Teachers and Leaders

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy- Philosophy for Children

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/children/
This website, although quite dull in appearance is still useful for people trying to understand how to approach the topic of philosophy when teaching it to children. Although completely text-based and very, very wordy, the information, if one wants to trudge through it, is useful. It discuses how to teach your children philosophy, or how teachers can teach it to students despite such a crowded curriculum. It also argues for the importance of philosophy for children and teaches users about how philosophy is already being taught around the world.

Northwest Center for Philosophy for Children

http://depts.washington.edu/nwcenter/res/index.php
Although a very simple webpage, the source is very useful, especially for your parents and teachers trying to help you, the student or child, understand philosophy. The website provides a very organized, thorough list of readings that you can still read, ranging in ages from pre-school through high-school. And, for your parents and teachers, there is an area that helps to clarify the use of philosophy for children and helps them to understand why it is so useful. And lastly, the website lists activities that will engage you in understanding philosophy further. 

Philosophy in the Schools

http://members.aol.com/TPLandgraf/main.html
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This website is part of the Philosophy for Children (P4C) movement in the United States that focuses on the well-roundedness of children by teaching them such matters as philosophy, a topic not often taught in the school system. The website offers numerous resources, including numerous updates about the P4C program; it includes more information about the actual program. In addition, it lists useful links and also ideas about incorporation philosophy in one’s classroom. Students, you might want to tell your teacher about this website. They can use the website to get a better grasp of how to teach you about philosophy and what sort of resources are available. But, students, still feel free to check out this website. You might find interesting resources to tell your teacher or parents about so they can help you learn more. 

Ancient Philosophy Teachers’ Guide

http://www.historyforkids.org/teachers/guides/philosophy.htm
This website goes hand-in-hand with the website listed prior, “Ancient Philosophy.” Whereas the prior website listed focused on the students’, this website focuses more on the teachers’ and how they are to go about teaching ancient philosophy to their students. So students, make sure your teacher is aware of this one, as well. Though, you might still find the resources interesting, especially if you are an older student. Much like the website geared towards the students, this guide is set up similarly. There are numerous links to other areas of philosophy (including both Greek and Chinese philosophy) or other areas of learning that are interrelated with philosophy. Where the website differs is how to go about teaching, really, just three main areas of philosophy to students, including ethics, fate or predestination, and the natural world. 

Creating Learning Opportunities through Inquiry

http://www.childrenthinking.co.uk/home.htm
This is an interesting and very useful resource for teachers beginning to teach a philosophy to their students at different levels of learning, as well as in different styles of schools (either public, private or parochial). Really, students, don’t bother trying to get the inside scoop from the viewpoint of your teachers. This might appear dry and boring to you. But, your teachers might really appreciate the valuable information available here. While the website is actually a part of an initiative in British schools, the forum for teachers’ discussion, the links and resources guide,  as well as the concepts covered on the website, will help all teachers that are trying to introduce their students to philosophy. The teachers’ forum is an interesting and unique feature of the website where other teachers can hear first-hand experiences of this teaching method in their classroom. In addition, the links and resources page lists excellent books, as well as other websites that teachers will find resourceful as then begin to teach their students the importance of philosophy in the classroom.

APA Committee on Pre-College Instruction in Philosophy

http://www.apa.udel.edu/apa/governance/committees/pre-college/K-12/
This website, developed by the American Philosophical Association is a website designed solely for the use of philosophers looking for positions in teaching philosophy to pre-college students, as well as for teachers looking to teach students about philosophy in their kindergarten through twelfth-grade curriculum. Again, students, you might not find this very useful for your needs. The information provides useful information to philosophers by showing them both where to look for a position and also how to teach philosophy once in the school system. As for teachers, it shows them proper training for teaching philosophy, as well as then how to go about teaching it to their students. Each link connects the user of the website to a lengthy outline of how to go about each step, how to set-up lesson plans and how to then follow up with students. This website is excellent and is very straightforward in showing the user how to go about their tasks.

Reference Resources
What was most important to include here was an electronic resource that was easy for you to use if you got stuck either in your homework or in using the various other resources that are listed here in this pathfinder. Philosophy is a very difficult area of study and many philosophers use terms freely without considering the students who are still not sure or comfortable with all of the ideas of philosophy. I wanted to make sure you could have a bookmark to a quality reference resource and I think you will find the following resource most useful.

Free Online Dictionary of Philosophy

http://www.swif.it/foldop/
This is a great resource if you want a quick definition that is very succinct. Are you stuck on a term that you are not familiar with and do not want a big, lengthy article defining the term? Make sure to bookmark this page. Type in a term, for example, “aesthetics” and you will get a very simple answer, as well as a short list of terms that might be similar if you still need further information. You won’t have to worry any longer about not knowing certain terms if you bookmark this site.

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy

http://plato.stanford.edu/
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If you find that the first site listed here does not provide you enough information, make sure to visit this site provided by Stanford University. If you try typing in “aesthetics” into this search engine, you will get a much different answer than the one provided through the dictionary. Typing in aesthetics gets several different types of answers, as well as quick blurbs (about a paragraph’s length) of information. However, from here, you can click on a specific topic and get an even longer answer.
Audio/Video/Images
For audio/visuals, I wanted to make sure to find resources that provided another way to learn about philosophy. So often philosophy can be seen as a dry topic and often the readings can be overwhelming. I thought that what would be crucial here would be to provide this other outlet for learning about philosophy. Students learn in different ways, so these resources can help. In addition to looking for other ways to learn about philosophy, I always wanted to make sure that the resources were quality resources. After listening to some of the broadcasts from Philosophy Radio, I felt that the information was resourceful and while not all of the information was pertaining to a younger crowd, there are still valuable broadcasts available. I took a different approach with the other resource I provided here. In addition to just learning in a different way about philosophy, I also wanted to focus on showing students that all of these other students are focusing on philosophy; Learning Allowed can show that.

Philosophy Radio

http://www.angelfire.com/ego/philosophyradio/
An interesting resource that will prove useful for those interested in philosophy at all levels is the Philosophy Radio. What makes it a good resource for children and young adults is because it provides another approach to learn philosophy. If you, as a student, have the option to listen to broadcasts about a topic you are learning about in school, you might appreciate this option. Some students have difficulties reading, while other students simply learn better being told something, as opposed to reading it from a book. This resource is an excellent option if you are one of these students. The website covers numerous topics, many which have been named throughout this pathfinder, with a few broadcasts on nearly all of these topics.  While some of these topics may prove too advanced for the beginning philosophy student, there are several broadcasts that students and teachers will find more suitable, including such topics as the philosophers themselves, contemporary philosophy, and general philosophy. 

Thinking Allowed—Philosophy for Children

http://www.onlineclassroom.tv/critical_thinking/catalogue/emotional_literacy/thinking_together_-_philosophy_for_children
Much like Philosophy Radio, students, you might enjoy this other approach to philosophy. If you want a break from reading and perusing websites, try watching this video. You will first see a classroom listening to a story, or viewing an image, or hearing a news story, and then critically thinking about the story they were just told. They tackle the issue using philosophical methods.  From here, you get step-by-step guide to how to go about asking and answering questions related to these topics. While this might be more geared to how your teacher can show you how to approach issues philosophically, as a student, you might enjoy figuring this out on your own. If you are given a haunting news story, what sort of questions should you ask? What might you think about it? It will get your more critically thinking about the world around you. If you think it is too over your head, let your teacher or school librarian know so that he or she can add this to the video collection and so that your teacher can help you understand this better. 

Interactive Book, Informational or Instructional Software

While there are not many great resources available to children by way of interactive books, informational, or instructional software, I have provided a website below that is an interactive resource that I think could be used to start some sort of software that kids would find useful. Instead of being just a website, I think that students could use similar software to create their characters who try surviving on a desert island and earn morality and ethical points based on their adventures on the island. See the below interactive website to get a better idea.

Middleton Cheney Primary School Philosophy Group

http://www.portables2.ngfl.gov.uk/pmpercival/philosophy/
This is by far one of the best interactive pages that is available for student use on the topic of philosophy. It is aimed at students ages 7 to 11 and is very child-friendly. So students in middle school and beyond, don’t spend too much time here! The website is set up in such a way that the user goes through various adventures that gets you thinking about various philosophical issues. The adventure is set up as a sort of “stranded on a desert island” issue and you, the student, have to use various philosophical methods in order to get through. What sort of methods might you use on the stranded island? Also, the design of the website is very child-oriented, including cartoons and child-friendly font, as seen here:
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Other Resources

I also wanted to include more traditional resources in this pathfinder. While I think all of the electronic resources are crucial to better understanding philosophy for children, it is also very important to consider other, tangible resources, such as journals and books. To decide what information to include here, I wanted to first make sure that I was considering students at many different levels. While I was limited for journals for students, I was pleased to find that the journal I did find was for students of nearly all ages and could still be useful for teachers. As for the books I have decided upon, I made sure to include books that were very fictional, but still provided a great story to younger students to understand philosophy. But, I also went the other way and provided more advanced books for older students who have been studying philosophy for a longer time. I include picture books, quote books, and books that would help with terminology. There is such a wide area to work with in philosophy for children and I think that the list of other resources provided here is a great, extensive list that includes several different areas. 
Journals

Questions: Philosophy for Young People 

Eds: Rory E. Kraft, Jr. and Alison C. Reiheld

Information available at: http://www.pdcnet.org/questions.html
Students, even if you tend not to want to look at journals, assuming they might be too scholarly for your needs, you might want to check this journal out. Not only will you find it valuable, but your teachers will as well if he or she wants to start classroom discussions. The journal is set up as unique forum, posing philosophical questions to students and teachers and getting their feedback. Children are asked about their rights, their privacy, ethics and several other areas. The journal features quotes from the students, as well as some of their artwork. You will find that this is an excellent resource for not only yourself and the research you are doing for a report or for a classroom, discussion but your teacher will also find this a valuable journal for the classroom or for your school’s library. Teachers and school librarians, if you are interested in purchasing this resource for your classroom, visit the website for information on the cost of subscriptions and other information pertaining to the journal. Also, check out the two, free, journals available there to make a decision. 
Books
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Emily’s Art 

by Peter Catalanotto

If you want to learn about art, morality, ethics and philosophy, all while looking at a great pictures book, try reading this one! This book takes a look at Emily and an art show. Emily tackles a lot of problems in this book. How does she know the judge knows art? How will he judge the students’ work? Will the judge look at their art work fairly? When the judge mistakes her artwork of her dog as a rabbit, Emily becomes more upset. Read this book to see how Emily handles this tough situation, all while being a moral student. Read this book if you want to start to learn about philosophy for class or with your parents.

Young Person’s Guide to Philosophy

By Jeremy Weate

Are you interested in learning about philosophy? Are you not sure where to begin learning? Or has your teacher started teaching your class about philosophy and you are not sure what some of the topics are he or she is talking about? Try reading this book to understand some of the tough issues in philosophy. This book, which will be most helpful to students in the middle-school age range, is an excellent resource that you too will find very valuable as you begin on the path down philosophy! Learn about well-known philosophers with a lot of in-depth information and also learn a little bit about lesser known philosophers. Are you interested in learning about one realm of philosophy? This book looks at philosophy around the world, as well as ethics, philosophy of science, philosophy of art and other areas of study. 

Philosophy for Teens

By: Sharon Kaye and Paul Thomson
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Teens, are you wanting to learn about philosophy, perhaps before you head off to college? Try this book on for size. This book is set up as 14 different lessons that will get you thinking about the philosophical issues that puzzled such well known philosophers as Plato, Socrates, Nietzsche and Sartre. This book, which focuses on critical thinking, will not only help you out on your philosophy, but will help with your critical thinking skills in all areas, which really might help you on those standardized tests that will be surely be coming up as you go through high school.  In addition, check out the further reading lists, the community projects and further questions after each of the 14 different sections.

The Examined Life: Advanced Philosophy for Kids

By: David A. White

Are you already familiar with philosophy? Do you want to take your philosophy studies a little bit further outside of the classroom or further than what you have already started studying on your own? This book takes philosophy that extra step to really get you critically thinking more about different philosophical issues. If you are in middle school or high school, this is the perfect book to read on your own to get a better grasp. The first two sections, which foster deeper thinking and activities, will prove most valuable. However, make sure to let your teacher know about the third and final section, which focuses on how your teacher can help students get more into philosophy.

Philosophy for Kids: 40 Fun Questions that Help You Wonder about Everything!

By: David A. White

Are you always wondering about the ways of the world? Do you always find yourself asking why? If you are between grades fourth through twelfth, you might want to check this book out! This is a great book that has a lot of fun activities and is very interactive when you are puzzled by the wonders of the world. The book is arranged into various subjects, including morality, reality, knowledge, critical thinking, and other areas. After each topic, enjoy the fun activities that will just get you thinking more and more about the topics battled in this book.

The Philosophers’ Club

By: Christopher Phillips and Kim Doner
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This book, aimed for students, mostly at the middle-school level will find this book to be a great read, especially if he or she is trying to think more critically about the world around them, on their own. We are faced with so many moral issues and with so many people trying to tell us how to think. Try this book out if you want to figure out the issues and how you approach them, on your own. If you think this book might be too over your head, don’t fret! The book offers numerous, colorful illustrations to break up all of the reading.

Thinking Stories 1

Ed: Phillip Cam

Philosophical issues are all over the world. Not only are we facing numerous moral issues at home, but all over the world, there are so many issues that face the people of different countries everyday. Are you interested in finding out about the rest of the world, all while expanding your mind and further understanding philosophy? You might find that this is the perfect book for you. This book takes a look at 8 different issues from all over the world. The book considers topics such as trust, tolerance, responsibility, and several other issues being tackled by other children around the world.

Who Said What?: Philosophy Quotes for Teens

By: Dale Carlson

Students, are you stuck trying to figure out who to quote in your high school philosophy paper? Then try this book out for size. This book features numerous quotations from the very well known philosophers to the lesser known philosophers. But not only will you use this to stick a quote into your paper or report, you can use this book as a spring board for conversation in class, or to even spark a paper topic. If you find quotes you like, you might use this book to start studying a specific area of philosophy. This certainly is not just a book of quotes; it’s so much more!

The Children’s Treasury of Virtues

By: William J. Bennett and Michael Hague

In this interesting book, you can either read through stories on your own or have your parents or teachers read the numerous stories, poems and other material that will help you to understand virtues, morals and ethics in the real world. [image: image11.png]


 The stories used in this book act as good starting points for understanding various virtues, including responsibility, compassion, loyalty, and other virtues. Stories are both old and new, including Aesop’s fables and a story on Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Book images courtesy of Amazon

Extension Ideas

1. Have students look at the books at the Mt. Holyoke website and have them think of other, similar books that they could find philosophical meaning in. What sort of philosophical questions could be raised from these other books? Have students break into teacher-led groups (or even break up into groups based on the different teachers’ classes, if each grade has more than one class and teacher) to pick out other, popular books and then think of these inquiries they could get from the books. From there, pass the book and the questions along to another group of students (or, class of students) to read the book that has been chosen and to answer the questions students have come up with. This would be a great activity that would get students thinking about how to raise their own philosophical questions, instead of just answering those that have been handed to them.

2. Taken from the book Emily’s Art, I think a good opportunity for a younger group of students, namely students in grades K-2 , would be to work with the idea of everything can be art, and also how to teach good morals to students, how to be open to everyone’s ideas of beautiful and nice things. I would first sit the students down and read this book to them as a group and see what they can get out of the story. From there,  I think it would be a good class project if the younger students each took a piece of paper and using either finger paints, water paints, crayons, markers or any other material they could use and create what they think is a nice piece of art. Students could then pass the artwork down their row of seats and compliment each incoming piece of art in one way until it has gone through the row and is back to the original artist. This would foster an understanding that all art is beautiful and that art can bring students together. 

3. A great way to get students in all grades involved in something is an incentive. Because philosophy might not be an area of focus that children would otherwise study, the perfect way to get the students into this area of study is to introduce them to the Kids Philosophy Slam (see above for the website address). If students know that they can get recognition, as well as prizes for some of their work, this should hopefully get them excited for learning. At any school, be it elementary, middle school, or high school, each classroom (or homeroom) should promote this idea by telling the students about the various prizes, as well as the web address. From there, a great idea would be to start the Philosophy Slam on a smaller scale. Each student (or even small group of students) should work on a report, a story, art, poetry, or any other form of philosophy, and have them be due for the class at a certain point. From there, based on votes from the class, a couple “winners” will be picked. Then, these students can individually submit their work for the slam. But not only can the individuals participate. Because there is also a competition for entire classes, the classes could also work on class projects, be it artwork, a book of poetry, a community project promoting ethics, or anything else a class might think of, in hopes to win a class prize. 

4. Another great idea for students (namely high schoolers) to get involved in philosophy is to create a philosophy club, something like the Philosophy Seminar at George Washington which is listed under websites for older students. Students are always looking for new extra-curricular activities and I think this would really get students involved in the idea of philosophy, especially if it is not already being taught at their school. Students could hold weekly, b-weekly or monthly meetings. The students could have an advisor who is one of the teachers on-staff, or maybe even a philosophy student from a local college or university (which would, in turn, be a great teaching opportunity for this person). Students could spend time learning about philosophers, different areas of philosophy, and anything else philosophy-related. Club members could have joint meetings with students in volunteer clubs and do community activities. They could also work with students in the French, German, or Spanish clubs to learn about famous philosophers from these areas, or get help translating original works. They can also create a blog online about everything they are learning from the club. This would be an excellent opportunity to get the word out about philosophy and also get other students interested in this topic. 

5. One idea that teachers would find very helpful would be to get pen-pals for not only the students, but also the teachers. Because philosophy at a younger age is more common in Europe, a good idea for students would be to hook up with students at another school in Europe and talk back in forth, either via email or through standard mail, and talk about their findings in philosophy. If students here in the United States are stuck figuring out an area of philosophy, he or she could get help from his or her pen-pal. The pen-pal could also teach them what they know about philosophy and have it be more at the level of students, which I think, students would find very helpful. But not only could this method be used for the students, I think teachers would love to be paired up with teachers in other areas or other countries, even, to get help with teaching philosophy to the students. Because it is such a new area of study and because there is not a lot available in the way of teaching guides, teachers could probably use as much help as possible. This would be an invaluable resource and a great way to get people all over the world connected through learning philosophy. 

Additional Resources


If you find that you are still in need of additional resources, beyond those listed here in the pathfinder, there are a few different options. First, make sure to look at the websites listed, especially those aimed at teachers and leaders. Not only do many of these websites include lists of books, journals and other websites that might offer further information, the websites also list contacts for those already familiar with philosophy for children, as well as message boards to get help with teaching this are of study. Also, feel free to check out the books listed on this pathfinder. Some of these books list bibliographies and other additional resources used to compile information for that book’s needs. These will prove very helpful. If you are still looking for further information, try running searches through INSPIRE, Indiana’s free database that includes journals for children, other databases, such as those available for students in grades kindergarten through twelfth grade (including InfoTrac Kids, Student Resource Center, Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, JuniorQuest, KidQuest and others), and on the internet. Listed below are a few sample searches that could be run:

· Philosophy AND (child* OR kid* OR juvenile*)

· Philosophy and (middle-school* OR high school* OR elementar*) AND students

· (Philosophy OR ethics OR aesthetics OR logic) AND (child* OR kid* OR juvenile*)

· (Philosophy OR ethics OR aesthetics OR logic) AND (middle-schoo* OR high school* OR elementar*) AND students

These searches, of course, can be tailored to your specific needs. Basically search for the specific subject AND the specific age group. If searching for younger students, opt for running searches for child*, kid*,(elementar* AND student). If looking for an older group of students, use those appropriate terms. The same is true for the type of philosophy being researched. If looking for philosophy, in general, use that as a search term. If looking for information about a more specific philosophy, such as those few listed here as search options, use those as search terms. 
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