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Superhero Quest
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Introduction

The city of Lafayette is under siege from the major crime organization called the Super Terrible Organizers of Perplexing Situations (S.T.O.O.P.S.). Their latest perplexing prank is horrible. The S.T.O.O.P.S. have stolen all of the books from the local library except for one: Illgotten Gains: One Criminal’s Sweet Retrospective on a Life of Crime. The town of Lafayette needs a superhero to find the missing books and put them back on the shelves before mayhem sets in. The mayor, B.G. Chief, is afraid that everyone will read the biography of Ima N. Prison and join the S.T.O.O.P.S. organization and Lafayette will become a city ruled by crime. 



The Task

The Mayor, B.G. Chief, needs your help to find a superhero to get Lafayette out of the hands of the S.T.O.O.P.S. 

· You will work in groups of 4 to create a superhero story to save Lafayette and bring the books back to the library. Divide the following tasks so each person contributes to the project.

· The Heroic Historian will create the background information for the character. Where did he/she come from etc…?

· The Bionic Biographer will create the super powers for the superhero.

· The Valiant Villain Creator will create members of the S.T.O.O.P.S.

· The Agile Artist will design costumes and equipment for the characters. They can be adaptations from already existing superhero outfits.

· Heroic Historian, Bionic Biographer, Valiant Villain Creator, and the Agile Artist will work together to create one complete story.

Only your imaginations will limit what you can do with this story. Have fun!



Resources

All team members can use these sites for information on superheroes.

· DC Comics http://www.dccomics.com All kinds of information on the DC Comic characters. 

· International Catalogue of Super Heroes http://www.internationalhero.co.uk/ Information on Superheroes around the world. 

· Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superhero Superheroes defined. 

· Lee’s (useless) Superhero Generator http://home.hiwaay.net/~lkseitz/comics/herogen/ Gives you choices to generate characters.

· The Science of Superheroes. http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/hottopics/superheroes/index.shtml Learn about your favorite superheroes from a scientific point of view. 

· How to Draw a Superhero http://members.tripod.com/bigdavec/index.htm Don’t know how to draw? Try this site for help. 

· Wannalearn http://www.wannalearn.com/Fine_Arts/Visual_Art/Drawing_and_Sketching/Anime/  Learn how to draw your favorite superhero.

· Meaning of Names http://www.symbols.net/names/ A guide to help with naming your characters.

· Interactive Atlas http://www.worldtime.com/cgi-bin/wt.cgi. Find a place that your story takes place and where your characters came from.

· Animal Characteristics http://www.lethsd.ab.ca/mmh/grade3c/Gr3Web/Animals/animal_groups.htm do your characters have powers that have animal characteristics?

· Scientific Phenomenon http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_method do you characters have powers that have scientific methods?

· Color Matters http://www.colormatters.com/colortheory.html advice on using color schemes.

· Color Wheel Template http://articles.scrapbooking.com/colorwheeltemplates.htm create your own color scheme.

 



The Process 

1. Heroic Historian: Your task will be to create the background information for your superhero. Where did your hero grow up? What kind of job does your person have? Who are their friends and family? Do they have a pet? What do they like to do for fun? Be sure to add as much detail as you can. 

2. Bionic Biographer: Your task is to create super powers for your character. What kind of powers do they have? When do they work? Does the superhero have a weakness? How did the superhero acquire the powers? Born with them? Given as a gift? Result of an accident or act of nature? Does your superhero have any devices that help enhance powers?

3. Valiant Villain Creator: Your task will be to create the villains that will provide the conflict needed in a superhero story. Work with the historian and biographer to make your characters match with the other characters and characteristics. Name the villains. Create superpowers for your villains. Try to counter the superhero’s powers to the villain’s for instance, if the superhero uses fire the villain could use water or ice. Does the villain have animal based or scientific base powers? Use the links to read what will work against the villain’s powers. Does your villain have a personal grudge against the hero? What is the villain’s goal?

4. Agile Artist: You are responsible for creating the visual representations for the superhero and villain. You will work with the others to create visually what they create with words. You will create costumes, equipment, and worlds. Remember that pictures can tell the story when the right colors and expressions are used.



Teachers

Teachers here are some other things to consider: Mythology and Science fiction have a lot of characters that have heroes and mystical http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mythology or science fiction at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_fiction before the students start this WebQuest. You may want to direct the students to the real life heros in the world. This could be firefighters, policemen, athletes, parents, grandparents, other relatives, neighbors, someone whose overcome something



Product

Your team will compile everyone’s work and produce one final product which the team will present to the entire class. You should create and use visual aids, such as a Power Point or video of the story. You will be evaluated on the story, team work, and presentation. Let us know how your team saved Lafayette’s Library Crisis.
Evaluation

	Team Grade
	1

Unsatisfactory
	2

Satisfactory
	3

Good
	4

Excellent

	Individual assignments reflect team work
	Team did not work together for assignment
	Team followed instructions
	Team made good use of resources
	Team used most resources 

	Finished story is complete and creative
	Product not finished
	Story is finished, but not creative
	Story is finished, creative. presentation good.
	Story is ingenious. Presentation excellent


	Individual Grade
	1

Unsatisfactory
	2

Satisfactory
	3

Good
	4

Excellent

	Fulfillment of assignment
	Did not complete
	Completed but left out details
	Completed all details
	Completed all details perfectly

	Depth of Creation 
	Did not use sources
	Some use of sources
	Good use of sources
	Excellent use of sources.

	Creativity of work
	Did not use creativity
	Some use of creativity
	Good use of creativity
	Excellent use of creativity

	Neatness
	Messy not proofed 


	Handwritten 
	Computer generated 
	Computer generated with use of fonts, colors, graphics, and programs.




This WebQuest is adapted from Create a Super Hero http://www.eldon.k12.mo.us/upper/sheroindex.htm and http://www.ncf.edu/keystothefuture/create_a_super_hero.htm#Historian
This page written by Cathie Kappes
Last updated 4/17/06.
This page was adapted from Bernie Dodge 's WebQuest_Template1.html by Tom March[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]



