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in the Window?
So, you think you want a dog!

A WebQuest for young people who want to research pet ownership.

(Pet ownership- targeted 5-6 graders)
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Introduction
Puppies are cute, soft, and so much fun to cuddle. Before you ask your mom or dad if you may have a puppy, be a pet[image: image3.wmf]detective! As the pet detective you will follow this Webquest to learn about the responsibilities of caring for a dog. Once you have completed this webquest, you will have a better understanding of the responsibility of owning a dog. If you discover that you have what it takes to be a responsible pet owner, you will have a folder with talking points to share with your parents. This will demonstrate that you have considered the responsibility of owning a dog and this is the first step to responsible pet ownership of the K-9 species!

Completing this webquest does not mean your parents will say yes, but you will have learned about the care that a puppy needs, besides just being cute, soft and fun to cuddle! 




The Task 

Mom, dad may I have a dog, please! 

Your task is to collect, analyze, and chart information using this webquest. 

As the pet[image: image4.wmf]detective your assignment is to determine the following:

[image: image5.wmf] You will learn what is required to be a responsible pet owner;

[image: image6.wmf] You will discover the responsibilities of pet ownership and formulate talking points;

[image: image7.wmf] You will use the provided chart or design your own to record the main points that you have discovered in your research;

[image: image8.wmf] You will chart and analyze your findings and have a tool to help explain your rationale;

Dogs laugh, but they laugh with their tails.  ~Max Eastman, Enjoyment of Laughter


The Process 
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Are you ready to begin your quest for information to learn about the care of a dog? Let’s begin the investigative process …wag your tail!

1. You must determine a statement to begin your talking points. Brainstorm the reason or reasons why you want a dog. 

2. You must research and decide what breed of dog you would like to own and then select at least 3 other topics to explore and record on your chart. You may choose from these topics: a) adoption vs. purchasing a dog b) veterinarian care and visits c) feeding and exercise d) housing e) training & housebreaking f) spaying and/or neutering g) interview a veterinarian about dog care.

3. Use the How Much is the Dogging in the Window pathfinder to help find answers to your 4 topics. 

4. It is suggested you review how to take notes @ http://www.kyvl.org/html/kids/p3_notes/notes.html  

5. Fill in the Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart. A template has been attached or you may create your own.  

6. A summary of the information that you will present to your parents in an organized file.

7. Use the evaluation sheet to make sure you have completed all the requirements.

Tools:

Resources that you will review to help create your proposal will include books, magazines, interview, and websites.  You will also need access to a computer with Internet access and word processing to record your findings in a chart.

Steps:

The first step you will take:

1. Brainstorm why do you want a dog. Then using a piece of notebook paper make two columns (one titled pros the other cons) and list the pros (good reasons) and cons (the challenges) of owning a dog. Example:  

PROS         /        CONS  

Playmate
   Housebreaking

Companion
   need to fence the yard
      * This exercise will help you to determine if you are ready for the responsibility and all the other requirements of owning a dog.

2. Visit the website: http://www3.dogbreedinfo.com/search.htm. This will help you determine what kind of dog would best fit your family and lifestyle. Take the test and print out results to add to your folder. 

3. After you have determined the breed, read a book about that specific breed and record important facts that you should consider when choosing a dog. Examples would be; size of breed, grooming requirements, specific care. Check your local public library; if they do not have the materials you need they can interlibrary loan a book, article or even DVD. You can locate books about dogs on the 636.73 shelf. 

4. Select three other topics and record them as your subject heading on your chart. Using the How Much is the Dogging in the Window pathfinder, which includes books, magazines, and websites, find information about the topics you have chosen to investigate. 

5. Using the Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart record the acquired information. 

6. The final step will be to organize the notebook; a) create a cover page that should include your name and a title, b) your statement of why you want a dog, c) the Pros & Cons notebook page, d) the test you took to help determine the breed that best fits you and your family, e) the Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart and, f) your summary sheet. 

You are being a great pet[image: image10.wmf]detective!

Search Tools:

Search Terms:
(Use for computer searches)

Pet Care 

Choosing a Pet 

 

Subject Headings:
Pets 

Specific breed 

 
 

Call Number

636.7 (Dewey Decimal) 

636.8 (Dewey Decimal) 

636.9 (Dewey Decimal) 

 

Indexes and Abstracts

EBSCOhost 

First Search 

Kids Search 

EBSCO Animals 

Research:
[image: image11.wmf]How Much is the Dogging in the Window pathfinder
Visit these recommended websites. They are listed under the headings to help you access information that may answer your questions.

Everyone should begin with website 1: The test to determine if you are really ready to have a dog. 

1. http://www3.dogbreedinfo.com/search.htm. 

2. http://www.akc.org/future_dog_owner/ready_for_dog.cfm
     Next visit these websites and read a book about the breed that you have decided would fit into your family. If you are thinking about a mixed breed, it is wise to read about all the breeds that your dog is related to. 

     3. http://www.ipl.org.ar/ref/QUE/PF/dogs.html: The Internet Public Library: Choosing a Dog or Puppy.

     4. http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/articles/breedersvsrescues.htm : Are you ready for the responsibility of pet ownership?

     5. http://www.dogbreedinfo.com/care.htm : There are lots of sites to explore different breeds of dogs.

Resources for the other 3 topics. 

IMPORTANT: This process can be time-consuming, therefore set a time limit of 15 minutes per website. You may find one website has more information and you can return to that site for additional research.  

Depending on the 3 other topics you have selected, chose from the websites below to help you learn about pet care.
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    Adoption vs. purchasing a dog:  

http://www.onlib.org/website/pathfinders/adopt_dogs.htm :  Onondaga Public Library: Adopting Dogs & Finding Lost Dogs
http://www.geocities.com/s_u_n_pa/ShelterFacts.html: Shelter facts & statistics 

http://www.akc.org/future_dog_owner/about_buying_a_dog.cfm : Buying a dog
http://www.hsus.org/pets/issues_affecting_our_pets/pet_overpopulation_and_ownership_statistics/the_crisis_of_pet_overpopulation.html: The Human Society of United States
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  Veterinarian care and visits
http://www.thepetcenter.com/ : Veterinarian care helps you understand the importance of regular medical care for a healthy and happy dog.

http://www.avma.org/care4pets/ : American Veterinary Medical Association 
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 Feeding and exercise 

http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=2&cat=1671&articleid=1543 : The Cost of Owning a Dog

http://www.purina.com/dogs/index.aspx : Purina Dog food website

http://www.loveyourdog.com/ : Exercise & tricks

www.aspca.org/site/PageServer?pagename=petcare  : Pet Care and Nutrition 

[image: image15.wmf]  Housing 
http://www.cyberpet.com/dogs/articles/lexi/problems.htm : The problems and privileges: The truth about owning a dog.

http://dogs.about.com/od/dogcarebasics/General_Dog_Care_For_Everyday.htm : The general care of owning a dog.
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    Training & housebreaking 

http://www.ipl.org.ar/ref/QUE/PF/petcare.html : How to take care of pets.

http://www.aspca.org/site/PageServer?pagename=pets_dogcare : The ASPCA general dog care page.

http://www.spca.bc.ca/AnimalCare/dogcare.asp : The SPCA dog care website.

[image: image17.wmf] Spay and/or neuter 

http://www.hsus.org/pets/pet_care/dog_care/ : The Humane Society of the United States website.

Links to other pet pathfinders

http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/harding/dogs/ : A middle school pathfinder

http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/dogspage.htm : An elementary school pathfinder



Multimedia Resources

Taking Care of My Pet (Ladybug Productions 2003) [video]
Pets (Sony Kids’ Video 1993) [video]


Magazines

Ranger Rick 
Chickadee 
Dog World
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  Interview a veterinarian about dog care
Contacts for Interview: Dr. Douglas Skinner, D.V.M. and Dr. Gregory Skinner, D.V.M. / email: SkinnerDVM@Martinsvilleanimal.hosp.com 

Or use the World Wide Web Ask a Vet : http://www.purinaone.com/online_vet_ask_vet.asp


[image: image19.wmf]Click on Forms to access the template.

Forms  




Software Fun

http://www.mezaman.com/globalpets/intro.asp
http://www.showdog.com/?source=google&kw=virtualpetgame&gclid=CNW8o--V2IwCFQGPWAodtyGdJw
http://www4.powerpets.com/welcome.asp?server=4&error=0
Database

http://www.petfinder.com/


Evaluation 

This evaluation sheet will be the tool I will use to grade the assignment. 

	
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	 

Why do I want a dog?

 
	Brainstorm why you want a dog.
	Take the test at

http://www3.dogbreedinfo.com/search.htm
	A personal statement that expresses why you want a dog. 
	You have described why you think you want a dog and have taken the test.
	

	 

You must select and research 3 other topic areas

 

 
	You review and begin your search.
	You must decide what topic area is vital to help you create a summary statement based on the collected data.
	Identify 3 topic areas.
	You have reviewed and search 3 topics.
	

	 

 Use How Much is the Dogging in the Window pathfinder to help find answers to your 4 topics.

 
	You have selected 3 additional topics to seek information.
	Collect the information and record data.
	Navigate the pathfinder to find information.
	You have successfully gained information via the pathfinder, books and magazines. 
	

	 

Entering data into the Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart 

 
	Accessing the template and adding the column titles.
	You will use the Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart to make 4 headings for your information.
	You have navigated the websites, books and magazines and recorded at least 4 points in each column.
	The Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart is completed with at least 4 points in each column. Additional points only make your statement stronger.
	

	 
Summary sheet
	Review the data.
	Using a combination of How Much is the Dogging in the Window pathfinder and Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart you will organize the information. 
	Write a summary based on the collected information as to why you should have a dog.
	You have a completed folder with 

1. Statement

2. Take the Online Breed test
3. Research the 4 topics 
4. Complete the the Mom and Dad, May I Have A Dog, Please! chart
5. Write a summary supporting or opposing pet ownership 
	




Conclusion
When you began this assignment all you knew was that you wanted a cute, soft and cuddly dog. This webquest was designed to make you THINK carefully before making a decision. Its purpose is to heighten the awareness of the responsibilities associated with pet ownership. You have learned the essential needs of dogs and your responsibility to give them those essential needs and proper care. Through this process you have researched, read, and analyzed information and applied it to your decision-making skills. This same process can be adapted to almost any decision-making choices you will face in your lifetime. I hope this exercise has given you a more comprehensive picture of what is required to own a dog. You should never base your decision on an emotional need it is not fair for either you or a dog. Pet ownership is a commitment that requires your time, money, love and obligation to provide a good life for a dependent animal. As you have learned there are pros and cons to owning a dog and you must weigh all the facts before you commit to adopting or purchasing a dog. On an average, dogs can live up to fifteen (15) years and will require health care just like humans; therefore it requires a commitment from the entire family. Give yourself a pat on the head you were a great pet detective!

Good luck with your proposal. If your parents agree to add a dog to your family enjoy the many wonderful years with your new companion. If you and your family are not able to commit to owning a dog, you might check with volunteering at your local veterinarian or animal shelter. 
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Teacher Resource
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