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During the 1920's and 1930's, a section of New York City, Harlem, flourished with activity.  Black people from across the globe flocked to this area to become a part of what is known as the Harlem Renaissance.  The Harlem Renaissance was a time of creativity and prosperity for black people in literature, art, music, dance and social movement.  According to the poet Langston Hughes, "Harlem was not so much a place as a state of mind."  African-Americans were finally given a voice to share their ideas with the rest of the country, blacks and whites included.  For many African-Americans, this was a wonderful opportunity to redefine themselves from the historical identity as servant or slave.  Have you ever wanted to create a new identity for yourself?  Maybe you moved to a new neighborhood or a new school?  What do you think it would be like to have the opportunity to leave your old identity behind and create a new one?  During the Harlem Renaissance, African-Americans were able to do just that and people for the first time were interested in listening to what they had to say. 

This pathfinder has been developed for you, the students of Bellmont High School.  Why? To help you in your quest to fulfill all course assignments regarding the Harlem Renaissance for United States History and English and to possibly have some fun in the process. ( (For teachers: helping to fulfill Indiana educational standard USH.4.1)  Listed below are key search terms, key people associated with the Harlem Renaissance, books, websites and other materials that will help you to begin your research online and in the library.  Because of the limited amount of materials that we have in our library, the availability of electronic materials will make your assignment so much easier.  Poems, essays, music, artwork, and so much more will only be a click away.  Have fun and enjoy the wealth of materials available to you on line!  

Maybe you could research a single person and the contribution they made to the Harlem Renaissance; or perhaps, a slideshow presentation that shows the timeline and progression of events that led to the Harlem Renaissance.  Your choices are only limited to your imagination.  Please remember that this pathfinder is only a starting point, so go forth and learn. (   
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Websites
When you first decide to use websites and electronic materials, you must decide whether or not it is a reputable and trustworthy source of information. (Thus, is it worth your time?)  Some questions that I like to use when evaluating web resources are:

· Is it user-friendly? Appropriate reading and interest level?
· Is it related to your unit of study and important to what you are researching?
· Does the screen load in a reasonable amount of time?  Does it look professional?  Who is the author of the site?  

· If it is important to you, is the site free of advertisement banners and pop-ups?
· Do most of the links you try work?  Is the information kept up-to-date?

· Do you feel comfortable and confident getting around the site?

These questions were inspired by Web Evaluation Resources Kathy Schrock's Guide which can be found at http://kathyschrock.net/abceval/teacherwebeval.pdf
The African American Odyssey. Library of Congress. February, 2003. 5 June 2006. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart7b.html

"A Quest for Full Citizenship - WW I and Post War - The Harlem 
Renaissance and the Flowering of Creativity."  The exhibition showcases 
the incomparable African American collections of the Library of Congress. 
Displaying more than 240 items, including books, government 
documents, manuscripts, maps, musical scores, plays, films, and 
recordings, this is the largest black history exhibit ever held at the Library. 
*A wonderful compilation of photographs and manuscripts.
Alexander, Scott. The Red Hot Jazz Archive. 5 June 2006.  http://www.redhotjazz.com/search/

The Red Hot Archive is devoted to the history of jazz before 1930.  The 
site hopes to combine the "best of books and audio recordings, into 
valuable and enjoyable tools for appreciating this music and the men and 
women who produced it." Type keywords, a person's name, or "Harlem 
Renaissance" in the search box for links to music, pictures and 
more.  *A great website for information or playing music in the background 
while you do your research.
An Artistic Rebirth. Library of Congress. May, 2005. 5 June 2006. http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/alt/african8.html

The Library of Congress Memory Lane walks you through the beginnings 
of African immigration to North America, through slavery, emancipation 
and reconstruction to the artistic rebirth we've come to know as the 
Harlem Renaissance and on through today.  *The website provides a 
wealth of background information that led to the Harlem Renaissance as 
well as numerous links for the individual people that led the movement.
Kramer, Victor A. Questia Online Library. Questia Media America, Inc. 5 June 2006. http://www.questia.com/Index.jsp

Questia's website boasts that it is the "World's Largest Online Library". 
"Questia is the first online library that provides 24/7 access to the world's 
largest online collection of books and journal articles in the humanities and 
social sciences, plus magazine and newspaper articles." Questia has 860 
books, 375 journal articles, 187 
magazine articles, 51 newspaper 
articles, and 7 encyclopedia articles that relate to the Harlem 
Renaissance.  *A truly wonderful site for anyone not able to get to a library 
in person.  Full text articles from encyclopedias, books, and magazines 
are easy to find and read.  The website is extremely user-friendly. 

Lipsitz, Adina, comp. The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. "Harlem 1900 - 1940 An African-American Community". University of Michigan. April, 2001. 5 June 2006. http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/Harlem/index.html

This site was originally published in 1991 by the Schomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture, The New York Public Library.  *The site 
provides a wonderful timeline of events from 1900-1940 with excellent 
links for information regarding the Harlem Renaissance and much more.
Liu, Elliott, comp. Poets.Org. The Academy of American Poets. 5 June 2006 http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/58

"The Academy is a nonprofit organization with a mission to support 
American poets at all stages of their careers and to foster the appreciation 
of contemporary poetry."  In the search box, type in the name of the 
poet that you are interested in and hit return.  Biographical information 
will come up for the poet and any 
associated poet along with links for 
poems, prose, books, lesson plans, and much more.  *The site is 

extremely user friendly and provides a wealth of information for any novice 
user.
Malyon, John. Artcyclopedia. 5 June 2006.   http://www.artcyclopedia.com/history/harlem-renaissance.html

The guide to great art on the internet.  The site has "now indexed over 
2,100 art sites, and offers over 75,000 links to an estimated 180,000 
artworks by 8,200 renowned artists".  I have provided a direct link to 
the Harlem Renaissance movement; however, you can choose to 
search by artist, movement, medium, subject or nationality.  *A 
museum at your fingertips.  A user-friendly site that is easy to navigate 
and immerses the user in artistic riches unavailable to most before now.
Reuben, Paul P. Chapter 9: Harlem Renaissance. PAL: Perspectives in American Literature, A Research and Reference Guide, An Ongoing Project. June, 2005. 5 June 2006. http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap9/CHAP9.HTML

The site includes links to important features, biographies of key 
personalities, a chronology of important events and publications, novels, 
and research and study topics regarding the Harlem Renaissance.  *This 
site provides a great overview of the key people involved in the Harlem 
Renaissance including pictures, bibliographies, and listings of their most 
important works. 
Rohling, Michael. Harlem Renaissance.  Father Ryan High School. January, 2004. 5 June 2006. http://www.fatherryan.org/harlemrenaissance/

The students of Father Ryan High School believe that "the Harlem 
Renaissance was a cultural movement that allowed African-Americans to 
show their creative abilities to the world…"  This site touches on the 
literature, performing and visual arts, and the political and social climate of 
the time period.  *The website is easy to navigate and has wonderful 
pictures of artwork.
Rose, Ms. and Block 7 English Class. Harlem Renaissance Online Encyclopedia. May, 2001. 5 June 2006. http://www.penncharter.com/Content/academics/us/Studentgallery/HarlemEncyclo/ 

Compiled by high school students, the Online Encyclopedia provides 
information regarding key people, their work and the cultural movement of 
the Harlem Renaissance.  *An easy-to-navigate site that features an A-Z 
listing of the key people of the Harlem Renaissance.  A great starting point 
for any research project.
Watkiss, Charmaine. Rhapsodies in Black - Art of the Harlem Renaissance. Institute of International Visual Arts and the Haywood Gallery. 1997. 5 June 2006. http://www.iniva.org/harlem/

"This Web site provides an introduction to the exhibition, Rhapsodies in 
Black: Art of the Harlem Renaissance, curated by David A. Bailey and 
Richard J. Powell and organized by the Hayward Gallery, London in 
collaboration with the Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington D.C., and the 
Institute of International Visual Arts (inIVA). The Web site combines 
images and text to elaborate on some of the key themes in the exhibition."  
*A great site to view artwork from the era; however, the content might be a 
little advanced for some students.
Wikipedia. The Harlem Renaissance.  Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. June, 2006. 5 June 2006. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlem_renaissance#Writers

*Although I wouldn't use it as your primary source, the free online 
encyclopedia, Wikipedia, is always a good back-up source of information 
for anything you're working on.
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Databases

INSPIRE, Indiana's virtual library, is a great place to begin any research assignment.  You can access it at http://www.inspire.net/
Student Research Center - over 500 full text magazines & resources specifically selected for grades 6-12. 

Thompson Gale. 5 June 2006. 

http://src3.epnet.com/search?sid=5b406957-566f-4967-a150-52a743be3286%40SRCSM1&vid=40858389
1) From the INSPIRE homepage, click on "Search INSPIRE databases.

2) Find the blue box that says "Student Research Center" and click on it.

3) Type "Harlem Renaissance" in the white search box.  You can also limit your search results by clicking on the boxes next to the different documents being searched (Example: Do you only want full text articles from magazines?  Then click on the box next to Magazines and on the box next to "Full Text Only".)

4) Click on the orange "Search" button and wait for your results (
5) Finally, scan through your search results and click on any you might want to read.
6) Example: An actual search for only full-text biographies, using "Harlem Renaissance" as the search term would yield 129 articles and using the same search term would yield 2,025 full text magazine articles. 
Biography Resource Center - Information on thousands of notable people from books, magazines, and websites from Gale Group and available from INSPIRE. 

Thompson Gale. 5 June 2006

http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/BioRC?locID=inspire
1) From the INSPIRE homepage, click on "Search INSPIRE databases.

2) Find the box that says "Biographies" and click on it.

3) Type the name of the person that you would like information on in the white search box and click the orange "Search" button.

4) Search results will be listed by narrative biographies, thumbnail biographies, magazine articles and websites.

5) Finally, scan through your search results and click on any you might want to read.
6) Example: An actual search using "Langston Hughes" as the search term would yield 14 narrative biographies, 3 thumbnail biographies, 99 magazine articles, and 1 website link.
LitFinder - Full text poems, stories, essays, speeches and plays are available through INSPIRE on LitFinder.  Biographical information about the creators of those works is also available. 

Thompson Gale. 5 June 2006

http://www.litfinder.com/home.asp
1) From the INSPIRE homepage, click on "Search INSPIRE databases.

2) Find the box that says "Literature" and click on it.

3) Type the name of the person, poem, story, event, etc. in the white search box and click the orange arrow button.

4) Search results will be listed by author and/or event title by poem, essay, story, play and by glossary/explanation.

5) Scan through the search results and click on any you might want to read.

6) If you would like to refine your search a bit more, click on any of the "refine results by" topics in the left hand column of the results screen.  (Example: You could limit your results by excluding anything but full text, the genre of humor in the 20th century.)
7) Example: An actual search using "Langston Hughes" as the search term would yield 1,574 poems, 1 story, 1 play, and 14 explanations etc.
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Books
This list of books can be obtained from the Decatur Public Library through Inter-Library Loan - just ask your favorite librarian! (
Bascom, Lionel C., ed. A Renaissance in Harlem: Lost Voices of an American Community. New York: Avon Books, Inc., 1999.  

Fleming, Robert E. James Weldon Johnson. Boston: Twayne, 1987.  

Frankl, Ron. Black Americans of Achievement: Duke Ellington. New York: Chelsea House, 1988.  

Haugen, Brenda. Langston Hughes: the Voice of Harlem. Minneapolis: Compass Point Books, 2006.  

Kallen, Stuart. The Harlem Renaissance. Edina: ABDO Company, 2001.  

Meachen Rau, Dana. We the People: the Harlem Renaissance. Minneapolis: Compass Point Books, 2006.  
Meltzer, Milton. Langston Hughes: an Illustrated Edition. Brookfield: The Millbrook P, 1997.  

Rummel, Jack. Black Americans of Achievement: Langston Hughes. New York: Chelsea House, 1988.  

This additional list of books can be obtained from the Allen County Public Library through Inter-Library Loan - just ask your favorite librarian! (
Aberjhani, and Sandra L. West. Encyclopedia of the Harlem Renaissance. New York: Facts on File, Inc., 2003.  

Andrews, William L. Classic Fiction of the Harlem Renaissance. New York: Oxford UP, 1994.  

Capshaw Smith, Katharine. Children's Literature of the Harlem Renaissance. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2004.  

Carrick Hill, Laban. Harlem Stomp!: a Cultural History of the Harlem Renaissance. Boston: Megan Tingley Books/Little, Brown, 2003.  

Cullen, Countee. My Soul's High Song: the Collected Writings of Countee Cullen, Voice of the Harlem Renaissance. Ed. Gerald L. Early. New York: Doubleday, 1991.  
Giovanni, Nikki, ed. Shimmy Shimmy Shimmy Like My Sister Kate: Looking At the Harlem Renaissance Through Poems. New York: H. Holt, 1995.  

Graham Gaines, Ann. The Harlem Renaissance in American History. Berkeley: Enslow, 2002.  

Hart Beckman, Wendy. Artists and Writers of the Harlem Renaissance. Berkeley Heights: Enslow, 2001.  

Haskins, Jim. Black Stars of the Harlem Renaissance. New York: Wiley, 2002.  

Haskins, Jim. The Harlem Renaissance. Brookfield: Millbrook P, 1996.  

Jordan, Denise. Harlem Renaissance Artists. Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2003.  

King Howes, Kelly. Harlem Renaissance. Detroit: U X L, 2000.  

Kirschke, Amy Helene. Aaron Douglas: Art, Race, and the Harlem Renaissance. Jackson: University P of Mississippi, 1995.  

Muse, Daphne. The Entrance Place of Wonders: Poems of the Harlem Renaissance. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 2006.  

Nadell, Martha Jane. Enter the New Negroes: Images of Race in American Culture. Cambridge: Harvard UP, 2004.  

Raatma, Lucia. The Harlem Renaissance: a Celebration of Creativity. Chanhassen: Child World, 2003.  

Rodgers, Marie E. The Harlem Renaissance: an Annotated Reference Guide for Student Research. Englewood: Libraries Unlimited, 1998.  

Singh, Amritjit, and Daniel M. Scott Iii, eds. The Collected Writings of Wallace Thurman: a Harlem Renaissance Reader. New Brunswick: Rutgers UP, 2003.  

Spencer, Jon Michael. The New Negroes and Their Music: the Success of the Harlem Renaissance. Knoxville: University of Tennessee P, 1997.  

Witalec, Janet, ed. The Harlem Renaissance: a Gale Critical Companion. Detroit: Gale, 2003.
Instructional Software 

Inspiration 8 Software. Beaverton: Inspiration Software, Inc. 2006. 5 June 2006 http://www.inspiration.com/index.cfm 

Inspiration 8 is a software tool that you can use while researching and 
completing your Harlem Renaissance project. With Inspiration 8, you can 
create graphic organizers to visually demonstrate concepts and 
relationships using diagrams, timelines and much more.  To access a 
free 30 day trial for this software:

http://www.inspiration.com/freetrial/index.cfm 
Primary Source Documents

Primary Source Investigation - Harlem Renaissance. The Library of Congress.            5 June 2006. http://www.loc.gov/creativity/hampson/workshop/harlem.html

Various primary source documents of the Harlem Renaissance such as 
maps, sheet music, photographs and much more. I've included a few links 
below.  Check out these links or go to the Library of Congress for more.

1)  The Literary Map of New York. Literary Map. Illustrator Linda Ayriss Los 
Angeles: Aaron Blake, 1988. Library of Congress Exhibition. Language of 
the Land: Journeys into Literary America 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/map_item.pl?style=langland&title=the%20literary%20map%20of%20new%20york&data=/langland/land23.sid&itemlink=http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/land/landnort.html#land23
2) The Negro Speaks of Rivers. Langston Hughes's first published poem, "The Negro Speaks of Rivers," appeared in the June 1921 issue of the NAACP magazine, The Crisis.  Hughes, Langston. “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”. New York: Handy Brothers Music Company, Inc., 1942. African American Odyssey. American Memory. Library of Congress. 


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart8b.html#0801
3) You Can Take Your Trunk and Go to Harlem. Sheet Music


Hart, Joseph. “You Can Take Your Trunk and Go to Harlem”. New York: T.B. Harms & Co., c1899. African-American Sheet Music Collection: 1850-1920. American Memory. Library of Congress 


http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/aasm:@field(NUMBER+@band(rpbaasm+0603))
Audio/Video/Images 

Amos, Shawn. Rhapsodies in black: music and words from the Harlem Renaissance.  Los Angeles: Rhino, p2000.  

This collection of four CD's is a compilation of jazz and blues from the 



Harlem Renaissance era.

Arnaud, Gerald. Fats Waller.  Princeton: Films for the Humanities and Sciences, 2004.  

This DVD examines Fats Waller's career and his role in the New York 



literary, artistic and political movement of the 1920's known as the 
Harlem Renaissance.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Dave at Night.  Prince Frederick: Recorded Books, 2000.  

This collection of 5 cassettes is a fictional story that tells of a boy 
orphaned at age 11.  He sneaks out of his orphanage at night and meets 
a man who becomes his guide to the magical jazz-filled nightlife of the 



Harlem Renaissance.
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Lesson Plans for Teachers
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum:  Lesson Plans for Teachers


A list of lesson plans created by educators during past Summer Teacher 
Institutes is available for download.  Lesson Plan #2 deals with Langston 
Hughes and the Blues.


http://www.rockhall.com/programs/plans.asp 

Read*Write*Think - A Harlem Renaissance Retrospective: Connecting Art, Music, Dance, and Poetry Lesson Plan


In this lesson, students conduct Internet research, work with an interactive 
Venn diagram tool, and create a museum exhibit that highlights the work 
of selected artists, musicians, and poets of the Harlem Renaissance.


http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=252
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