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2  Pardon me sir; tell me about the SIRS database?

         Provides an overview of what the SIRS database has to offer.
3  No topic? No problem.

 If you have no ideas for your project, this is the place to start.  

  5  Quick Start

         This article features advice for those ready to research using Quick Search.
7  Take the challenge

In this section, Tim Burr reviews strategies using the Advanced Search option.

8  Extra Special

Wondering why you should TAG your articles, read this section to learn more.

 9  Wrapping It Up

      Learn how to print, e-mail, and copy your results.

10  It's Your Turn

         Test your skills.

12  Crossword Mania 

         A monthly feature.  See how fast you can complete the puzzle.

13  Ask the editor
        Our editor, Amy Edwards, answers your questions about this database.
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Pardon me sir; tell me about SIRS?    
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By Bea Keeper
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What is SIRS Knowledge Source?

SIRS Knowledge Source is a database developed by the ProQuest Company.  A database is a collection of resources that can be searched to locate the information you need.  SIRS Knowledge is designed for high school students.  There are five components to this database:

(see Figure 1)

· SIRS Researcher

· SIRS Government Reporter

· SIRS Renaissance

· SKS WebSelect

· Links to SIRS Discoverer

This special issue focuses on SIRS Researcher. 

When do I use SIRS Researcher?

Use SIRS Researcher to answer your general reference questions and obtain information on social issues, health, science, and business.

What can SIRS Researcher do for you?
     SIRS can …
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Provide full-text articles from over 1500 newspapers, magazine, journals and government publications
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Locate resources dating from 1989 to the present
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Display charts, maps, diagrams, and drawings 
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Uncover data for your research questions painlessly

How do I access SIRS Researcher?

To access SIRS Researcher, enter the IUPUI’s library database page.  Click on the “S” letter.  A password is required.

No topic? No problem
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By Justin Thyme
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Part 2 – Topic Browse
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Quick Start







5
By Emma Beaker, Science Librarian
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Quick Search



     Subject Heading Search



With Quick Search, you can search in two fields:

· Keyword or natural/language
· Subject Heading
 [image: image10.wmf]  Closer Look:
Keyword or Subject Heading Search

A keyword search will retrieve all

articles in which the search term or phrase appears. The term may be found in the title, the author’s name or the article itself.  This may sound great but problems can surface.  

Let’s say you need information on the health effects of mercury consumption.  You could enter “mercury” on the search line but this will retrieve info on both the planet mercury and the metal mercury.  This may cause information overload.  

 This may be a great time to try the searching by Subject Heading. 

· Enter the word “mercury” on the search line.
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· Select the Subject Headings option.
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· Scan you results.
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For information on the health effects of mercury in the body, click on that option.  Evaluate your search results.


 

More on Keyword Searching
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There are times when keyword or natural language searching is the way to go.  Some students just find it easier.  It can also be helpful when searching for a specific concept (such as power toothbrushes).  There are several tips to make your keyword searching more effective.  You can use Boolean operators (and, or, not) for more effective searching.  For a closer look, check out table 1.

[image: image14.wmf]
Searching Shortcuts 
Table 1.
	Symbols
	Explanation
	Example

	" "
	When you search phrases, surround the phrase with quotation marks. 
	"sports utility vehicles"

"heat wave"

	*
	The asterisk is called a truncation symbol.  Use this symbol at the end of a word substitute for variations in the word endings.
	The search "librar*" will retrieve information on libraries, librarians, library, and librarians.

	AND
	Use the Boolean operator AND to combine words or phrases.  Remember, using  AND  will narrow your search results.  
	cancer AND alcohol

	OR
	Using the Boolean operator OR will broaden your search.  Results will include either term.
	cocaine or marijuana

	NOT
	Use this Boolean operator to exclude a term from the search.
	comet NOT Halley's

	(  )
	Parenthesis can be used to nest your terms.  They are great when combining concepts.
	(Texas OR Florida) AND hurricane* NOT Andrew


More on Natural Language Searching

It's easy.  Here's how it works.

· Select the Keyword/Natural Language Search option

· Enter your research question on the line.  For example,
 

What do centenarians eat?



How common is spousal abuse?


What is Kevlar?

· Check your results.  You may find a subject heading more closely relates to your research question.  

Take the Challenge

By Tim Burr, High School Science Teacher at Forrest Hills
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So, you are ready to tackle the Advanced Search Screen on SIRS Knowledge Source.  Let's begin by taking a close look at an example.
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Let's walk through this step by step.  It's easier than you think.  We'll begin with a simple Boolean Search.

· Select the Advance Search option along the upper margin.

· Enter your first term or phrase.  You can search this term in three different fields: title, full text or author.  Use the scroll bar to make your selection.

· Choose your Boolean operators with the scroll bar on the right.

· Enter your second search term.
Proximity Search

[image: image16.png]» Proximity Search For [haseball within |15 7
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It's just as easy as the Boolean search.  

· Enter your first search term.

· Using your scroll bar, select a number.  Your options include: 5, 10, or 15.  The number reflects the words that may appear between your two search terms.
· Enter your second term.
Extra Special
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By Ann T. Matter
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Don’t miss some of the special features of this database. Take a look at my favorites.

Sorting Method

In SIRS Researcher, you can sort your results by either date or relevance.  Sorting by date will retrieve the most current articles first. This may be helpful if you are searching a very current topic.  Sorting by relevance will place the most relevant articles first on the display.  To change the sorting method, just click on the corresponding bubble.

[image: image17.png]@ relevance " date





Dictionary

Have you forgotten the meaning of a word?  Join the crowd.  In this database, it's a snap find the answer.  The dictionary icon is located on the top right side of the home page.  Simply enter your term in the search box and click the word search. A definition will appear in the upper left portion of a new page. 

[image: image18.png]Dictionary Search

Search Termn: [ouasar




Help
Got questions? Give the help section a try.  It is located in the toolbox section.  Assistance is available through a 1-800 number.  Call between the hours of 8am and 8pm EST.   
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Cite

Located below the toolbox, clicking on this word will provide a wealth of information on citation guidelines. It is extremely helpful in the final stages of putting your paper together.  Information is available on the MLA, APA, and Turabian style formats.

Go Back
If you need to return to the previous page, always use the "Go Back" button on the top of the search bar.
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Toolbox
Filled with excellent resources, the toolbox should not be overlooked.  Located in the toolbox is a PowerPoint presentation outlining the features of the database.

Search History

If you need to retrace your steps, this is a very helpful tool.  For effective searching, more the one search may be tackled.  This feature enables you to keep a history of your search inquires.  
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To locate the feature, look at the center portion of the search bar.
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Wrapping it Up
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By Earl E. Byrd, mathematics teacher at Sunrise High School
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Whether you retrieved your articles by browsing, using Quick Search or the Advanced Search option, the next few steps are all the same. You're ready to begin analyzing the results.

1.  Begin by reading the summary.  

Does the summary answer your research question?   If not, move to the next article.  If the article has promise, you can TAG or mark the item.

2.  Note the descriptors listed below the summary.  

Below is a list of descriptors for a subject-heading search on soft drinks.  The research question for the search: What are the harmful effects of drinking soft drinks?  Are there other descriptors to consider in researching your paper?

 [image: image23.png]Descriptors: Medicine, Research, Soft drinks, ¥Women, Diseases, Cola drinks, Bone densit:





3.  Check the date.  

If your topic requires up-to-date information, consider changing 

the sorting method to "date."  

4.  Mark all relevant articles and update.
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Before you leave the page, click the "Update Tagged List" at the bottom of the page.
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5.   Retrieve your Tagged articles.


Using the tab along the search bar can retrieve tagged articles. 
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6.  E-mail or print your results.
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It's your turn
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By Ann Teak, senior librarian at Old Ridge Public Library
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Now that you have read our special issue, it's your turn to practice. Our experts have come up with a few scenarios.  The answers are on the following page. Remember, there is no perfect search strategy. Try, evaluate your results, and try again.   

Are you ready? 

Just a few questions on searching SIRS Researcher


Answers
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1.  What is a search phrase for the term artificial intelligence?


Answer:  "artificial intelligence"  


Did you remember to put your phrase in quotation marks?

2.  What is a subject heading for e-mail?


Answer:  electronic mail messages


To find the answer, type in "e-mail" on the search line.  Select the 


subject heading search option.  Scan the options.

3.  What is a Quick Search phrase for researching teens and ecstasy?


Answer:  ecstasy AND teen*


For this answer, you must use your Boolean operators – AND.


By using the asterisk, you will capture both teen and teens.

4.  Some practice with truncation:


Answer: 
adolescen*




extinct*




robot*




terroris*

5.  How do you locate an article published in 2004 with dinosaur in the 


title and includes birds?


Answer:  Move to the advance search screen.  On the search line, 



type in dinosaur.  Using the scroll menu, change the search



field to title.  On the next search line, type bird" and change 



the search field to Full Text.  Change the sorting method to 



date.  Now, begin your search.  
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6.  Can you locate an article about a shipwreck and Columbus?


Answer:  In the Advanced Search option, try a proximity search.
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SIRS Researcher Crossword Puzzle
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Across

1. the database developer

4. a searching method

5. to logoff

6. a searchable collection of resources

8. a Boolean operator

11. a sorting method

12. truncation symbol

13. year coverage begins 198_

Down

1. used for nesting terms

2. provides definitions of words

3. enter here for information on citations

7. educat*

9. enter here with questions

10. to mark an article
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Bottom of Form

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com
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By  Amy Edwards, SLIS L595
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Dear Editor,

I followed the directions but retrieved no articles.  Any suggestions?

  
Frustrated in Indy

Dear Frustrated,

Hang in there.  There are several common errors when searching.  Let's look at a few possibilities. Perhaps, the most common error is spelling.  Confirm your spelling with a dictionary. Second, be certain you are searching in the correct field.  If you enter a keyword but have the subject heading bubble checked, you will probably receive no hits. Lastly, this database thrives on subject heading searches.  Think of all possible relevant subject headings. AE

Dear Editor,

I received several helpful articles but am looking for more in-depth material.  Can you help?


Too Basic in Greenfield

Dear Too Basic,

This may not be the best database for your search.  For more academic or scholarly material, try EBSCO's Academic Elite.  If you are seeking health information, try Pub Med at: http://www.pubmed.gov

Dear Editor,

Is it better to select the SIRS Researcher from the SIRS Knowledge Source home page or leave the default and search all the SIRS products?



Confused in Carmel
Dear Confused,

There are advantages to each searching method.  If you search the SIRS database from the home page, you will also be searching the SIRS Government Reporter, SIRS Renaissance and SKS WebSelect.  If you select SIRS Researcher, you will not retrieve Web sites or government documents.  If you are trying to narrow your search, that may be helpful.  Many researchers start by searching the entire database.  If you receive unrelated articles, try focusing only on SIRS Researcher.  Good Luck. AE

Dear Editor,

Any suggestions for additional resources on SIRS?

             Curious in Clinton

Dear Curious,

There is a detailed description at the South Carolina Virtual Library Toolbox Training. Happy Searching. AE 

Database Application Activity

Overview

     Marketing is an integral, and often overlooked, component of library services.  It is not enough to purchase access to electronic resources.  We need to inform the public of their availability, purpose, and guidelines for use. The marketing strategy for the SIRS Knowledge Source database should focus on its intended audience, high school students. Also, it should highlight key features of the database.  These include 24-hour access, full-text articles from newspapers, magazines, and journals, government publications and web resources. We need to let the teens know that there are options to searching the Internet. Promotional activities may include the development of flyers to be displayed in the young adult section of the library.  Bookmarks could be created to provide a brief overview of the database and state the library's web site.   Access to databases should be easy-to-locate from the library's web site.  If the library has a Teen Corner on their site, information on this database should be predominantly displayed.  Reminder messages could be printed on pencils or markers and distributed at library sponsored or community events.  For this assignment, a flyer was developed.  Its objective is to highlight the availability of this database and educate the reader about its key features.

Resources:

Sass RK.  2002.  Marketing the worth of your library.  Library Journal, 127(11):37-38.

Wilson AP. 2004.  Take it to the street.  Library Journal; Summer 2004 Net Connect, 129:12-14.



It's after 10 pm and your science paper is due tomorrow.  What do you do?

a. Panic

b. Dust off the 1960 encyclopedias from the basement

c. Ask Jeeves

d. Check the library's online database – SIRS Researcher

Haven't heard of SIRS Knowledge Source? 
Let me tell you the basics.
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· It's available 24/7 through the library's home page at (insert web address).
· Provides full-text access to over 1500 newspaper, journals, magazines, and government publications.  
· Through SKS SelectWeb, you can find top-quality web sites to support your resources.  
· Covers science topics from all angles including: earth science, life science, health science, applied science, technology, and transportation.
· Includes great graphics and maps.
· Can search using your own words (natural language).  If you prefer, you can also search through keywords or subject headings.
· Lacking an idea for your paper.  Check out the Leading Issues section.  It lists the top 10 stories.  With just a click of the mouse, your resources appear.
Database Application Activity 2

Overview Paragraph

For the second promotional activity, I developed a letter to be distributed to parents of the high school students.  This could be an opportunity for the public library to collaborate with the high school to promote learning.  Parents frequently receive questions regarding their children's assignments and may lack the searching skills to provide assistance.  Public librarians could help fill this void.  The library provides a non-threatening environment conducive for learning. Libraries are open in the evening to accommodate parent's working schedules. The objective of the program would be to provide the parents with an overview of the SIRS Researcher database.  During the program, the librarians could emphasize advantages of database searching to web searching.  


[image: image34.wmf]
Dear Parents,

This week, the students are learning to search a new database.  It is called SIRS Knowledge Source – SIRS Researcher.  This database provides full-text articles from more than 1500 newspapers, magazines, journals, and government publications.  Our class assignment focuses on the science component, but this comprehensive database also provides resources for the arts and humanities.

We thought this would be an excellent opportunity to invite you to a learn more about this database.  Parents, we know you frequently get asked those last minute questions.  In partnership with our public library, we decided to offer an informal class on searching this database.  If you have never searched a database before, don't worry.  We will go through the process step-by-step.

Join us for an hour of relaxed database searching.  


Program:  Searching SIRS Researcher


       Time:   7:00 pm


       Date:  4/16/05


Location:  City Public Library Computer Learning Center


      RSVP:   Call the library at (enter number) for your reservation

Sincerely,

Ms. Edwards

* If you are unable to attend but would like some written materials, please send me an e-mail message or call.  I will be happy to forward materials to you.
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From the right side of the home page, locate the section called “Leading Issues.” This section lists 10 hot topics for research.  Scan the list.  If you don’t see a topic of interest to you, don’t panic.  Click on the “more” button.  This will display an expanded list of topics.





Let’s say, the topic “doping in sports” has potential.  To find out more, just click on the phrase.





	�











With the click of the mouse, a display will appear with an abundance of helpful material.  


 


First, there is a nutshell summary. Suggested keywords are also displayed.  These related terms could be very helpful if further research is needed.





   � 





Next, there is a viewpoint section.  This can provide great clues for different perspectives on the paper.


Best of all, it provides a listing and links to full-text resources on the topic.  Right there.  This couldn’t be easier.





�








Topic Browse





This is another great short-cut method to search for topics and obtain research quickly.  Simply click on the “Topic Browse” icon from the home page.





�  





You can click on any of the Researcher topics to learn more. [Refer to box on the right.] Let's say you're interested in the environment.  Click on that topic.  From the next display, explore possible subheadings in the field of the environment.   


�





Contents:


     By clicking on the contents, you will immediately retrieve full-text articles on the topic.  For the phrase "earth science" over 1000 articles were retrieved. This may be more than you have time to read during your study hall.


�


Subject Index:


     By selecting the subject index, you can narrow your search.  This option provides a listing of subjects or terms that fall under the broad topic of earth sciences.  The first three terms are as follows:


�


Once you spot your desired term, just click and continue.





1.  You are interesting in learning more about artificial intelligence.  Using Quick Search, write a sample keyword search phrase.


	


2.  You're an avid e-mail correspondent.  Yet, you wonder about possible effects instant communication.  Provide a sample subject


heading search which may be helpful to explore this topic.





3.   You are thinking about writing a paper on the use of ecstasy in teens. Use Quick Search.  Record your search phrase.





4.   Using truncation, write a keyword search that captures both: 


adolescence and adolescents


anthropology and anthropologist


extinct and extinction


robots and robotic


terrorist and terrorism





5.  For a previous project, you remember reading an article about 


dinosaurs and birds.  You are certain the word "dinosaur" 


appeared in the title.  It was written in 2004.  Can you retrieve


this work?





6.  For this question, try using a proximity search.  Can you locate


an article which discusses the discovery of a shipwreck linked to Christopher Columbus' voyage?





  






































6





























PAGE  

