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Introduction:

Have you ever wondered how a caterpillar turns into a butterfly?  The caterpillar and the butterfly are so different.  It is hard to believe that the worm like caterpillar turns into a beautiful flying insect.  The caterpillar and the butterfly are just two stages of the life cycle of a butterfly.   You will learn all about the butterfly’s life cycle and other interesting facts about the butterfly as you complete the web quest.  


Task

For this web quest you will become a butterfly investigator. You will investigate butterflies and their life cycles. As you complete each task you will keep a journal to record what you learn about butterflies.  When you are finished with the web quest, you will have learned many fun facts about butterflies and their life cycles.  You will also have a butterfly journal that you can share with your friends.


Material Needed to Complete the Web Quest



3 blank sheets of paper for your journal 



Colored pencils or crayons to color with



Pencil



Stapler to staple the journal together 


Process


Task 1:  What do you already know about 

 butterflies?       

Before you begin to learn about the life cycle of a butterfly, think about what you already know about butterflies and their life cycle.  

Download from Teaching Resources a Know Wonder Learned Chart


http://home.att.net/~teaching/graporg.htm
Click on the above web address .  Then, click on “Know – Wonder – Learned Chart” and then print the chart by clicking on the printer symbol.


Below you will see an example of the KWL Chart that you will print. The KWL will help you remember what you already know about butterflies. It will also give you a chance to think about what you want to learn about the insects.  

Using your KWL:  Write butterflies on the topic line. Write at least 5 things you know about butterflies in the “know” column.  Write at least 5 things you want to know in the “wonder” column.  When you are done with the web quest you will write 5 things that you have learned in the “learned” column. 

Save the KWL for your journal.
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Task 2: Learn about the life cycle of a [image: image5.jpg]



Butterfly








One of the most interesting things about butterflies is their life cycle. Explore the different stages of a butterfly’s life cycle to learn exciting things about the beautiful insect. 

Go to The Children’s Butterfly Site: Coloring pages. Click on the following WEB ADDRESS.

  http://bsi.montana.edu/web/kidsbutterfly/coloring


Print coloring pages of butterflies – Look to the left side of the

 
screen to the box labeled “PDFs of Coloring Pages”. 

Download the pictures by clicking on the following titles:

· Egg


· Caterpillar







· Chrysalis

· Adult Monarch   

To print the picture, press the printer symbol right above the picture. 

Now, scroll down the page to read about each phase of a butterfly’s life cycle.  

After you read about the egg, color the picture of the egg and write at least two sentences about what you have learned.  Read about each stage of a butterfly’s life cycle.  Color each of the pages and write at least two sentences about what you learned.

Save your life cycle coloring pages for your journal.


Task 3:  Label the     Butterfly’s Parts










Would you like to learn even more about butterflies?  

Visit the website below to read fun facts about the colorful insect. Click on the following web address:

 http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/butterfly/allabout/




Or

If is available, go to EBSCOhost’s Kids Search Database. Click on the encyclopedia button and type in butterfly for your search term. Choose the article “Butterflies and Moths” to read an interesting article about butterflies.

When you are done reading about the butterfly you will learn the different parts of a butterfly body.

Go to the Billy Bear 4 Kids site: Parts of a Butterfly.  Click on the following web address:

 http://www.billybear4kids.com/butterfly/butterfly.html



Scroll down and click on “Print he drawing of one of the

butterfly we drew”  Print the drawing of the butterfly.

Go back to the Billy Bear 4 kids site to find the information you need to label your butterfly. Click on the following web address:


http://www.billybear4kids.com/butterfly/butterfly.html
Label all of the butterflies different parts. 

Save your labeled butterfly paper for your journal


Task 4:  Write about your recent discovery

Have you ever wondered what different butterflies look like?  To complete this task you will look at pictures of many butterflies. Click on the web address below:
 http://bsi.montana.edu/web/kidsbutterfly/image/tid/15
 Click on the butterflies’ family names to see many different pictures of butterflies.  While you look through the pictures, look at the shape of their wings.  Not all butterflies wings are shaped the same way.  Also, look at all the different color patterns on their wings. Both wings have the same patterns and colors. 

 The Butterfly Conservatory allows you to look at butterflies on their    webcam.  Visit their site by clicking on the web address below: 

   http://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/butterflies/cams.php
Click on each of the pictures of the butterflies to activate the butterfly webcam. 

Once you have viewed the pictures of the butterflies, you are ready to finish this task.  Read the following instructions.  


Pretend that you have discovered a new butterfly that has never 

been seen before.  Everyone is so happy about the new discovery, 

that they are going to let you name it.  In order to name the butterfly you also must draw a picture of the butterfly that you discovered and write a short paragraph about it.

Draw a picture of your butterfly on a blank sheet of paper







 






Underneath the picture of your butterfly write its new name. Also write a short paragraph about your butterfly. Your paragraph should include:

A description of the butterfly:  

How big is it?  

What is the shape of its wings? 

Describe the color pattern on its wings.

Where were you when you saw the butterfly?


What does your butterfly feed on?


What time of the day did you see your butterfly?

Save your paper for your journal.
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When you are finished with this task, put your journal together. Your journal should include a front and back cover, your KWL chart, your coloring pages of the life cycle, your labeled butterfly page, and your picture and description of your newly discovered butterfly. Staple the pages together.  Be sure to but your name on your journal.




Task 5:  Online Quiz

Have you learned a lot about butterflies and their life cycle?  Take an online quiz to find out how much you have learned. If you answer the questions correctly you will unscramble the picture of the butterflies. Click on the following web address:

http://www.zoomwhales.com/subjects/butterflies/activities/radiobuttonquiz/Bflyquiz1.shtml
When you are finished with the online quiz go back and complete the KWL Chart.

Remember: List 5 things that you have learned in the “learned” column.




Flitter, Flutter
Flitter, flutter,

Dip and glide.

Skip,

Reach,

Spread your arms wide.

Run in a circle,

Jump up and down.

Creep,

Pounce,

Spin around.

Bounce on your toes,

Drift with a sigh.

That's how it is

Chasing butterflies.

    Linda Healy

Web Quest Evaluation Rubric

Use the following rubric to determine how you well you did on your journal activity and the online quiz.  Print the rubric page.  Compare your work to the rubric guide.  For each task, circle the statement that best describes your work .  Turn the evaluation into your teacher when you are finished.









Conclusion

Although you are now done with the web quest, I hope you will remember what you have learned about butterflies and their life cycle.  Your journal will help you to recall the 4 different stages of a butterfly’s life or the different parts of its body.  Now when you see a caterpillar, you will understand how it will become a butterfly one day.

You can continue to be a butterfly investigator by observing the flying insects out in your yard, a field, or a park.  Add your observations to your butterfly journal.  At the end of the summer, go back and read your journal to see how much more you have learned about butterflies. 

Also, find out if there are any butterfly programs that are taking place in your city or town during the summer.  Many libraries, zoos, or botanical gardens have butterfly programs where you can observe the life cycle of the butterflies.  You are usually able to see the chrysalis and the newly hatched butterflies.  It is also fun to watch the release of the new butterflies.


Teachers’ Resources

The purpose of this web quest is to help 2nd – 3rd grade students understand the life cycle of the butterfly as well as some of the physical characteristics of the butterfly.  Allowing students to use this web quest or other quests gives children the opportunity to explore electronic resources to find information.  

This web quest can be used as an individual or group project.  I would encourage that you limit groups to 2 – 3 students so all students have the opportunity to link to the different websites and download and print information.  If students work in groups, every child should create their own journals.  

The following Indiana standards can be met through the completion of the web quest.  

2.1.5
demonstrate the ability to work with a team but still reach and communicate one’s own conclusions about findings. 

2.4.1
Observe and identify different external features of plants and animals and describe how these features help them live in different environments.

2.4.2
observe that and describe how animals may use plants, or even other animals, for shelter and nesting.

You may want to explore other resources before you begin the web quest.

Here is a list of resources that may help you plan other lessons or activities about butterflies.

Facts about the Monarch Butterfly

 http://www.learner.org/jnorth/search/Monarch.html
Find the answer to frequently asked questions about Monarch Butterflies or have your class track Monarch Butterflies migration

Enchanted Learning – all about butterflies

  http://www.learner.org/jnorth/search/Monarch.html

Find butterfly facts or lots of printouts, online quizzes, or classroom 

activities on butterflies

Butterfly.com free coloring pages

  http://www.thebutterflysite.com/butterfly-coloring-pages.shtml 


Download free coloring pages of butterflies to decorate their journal

or other projects.

Searchasaurus – EBSCOhost database


        Locate articles about butterflies from children’s magazines.  

        Searchasaurus allows you to use reading level as search criteria.


The sites used for this web quest inspired my creation of the activity for this web quest.    Where I found the poetry and quote is listed below: 

Poetry:

Butterfly  

Tyne Brown

Printed : “Turtle”  May/June 2003 Vol. 25, p.2

Accessed: Searchasaurus June 14, 2006

Flitter, Flutter

Linda Healy

Printed: “Humpty Dumpty Magazine May/June 2006  Vol. 54, p.8

Accessed: Searchasaurus June 14, 2006

Quote:

Ruth Bell Graham

Found in:

Quotations for Kids

Ed. by J.A. Senn

The Millbrook Press 

Brookfield, CT 1999

�











TASKS		POOR			NEEDS		ACCEPTABLE	OUTSTANDING


					      IMPROVEMENT


			


             		1 POINT		2 POINTS		3 POINTS		4 POINTS








TASK 		   The KWL has          The KWL has               The KWL has             The KWL has


1 / 5	                between 6-8 	  between 9-11	     between 12-14             all 15 entries


KWL		    entries         	  entries           	     entries                          entries








TASK		 colored 1 page and      colored 2 pages and      colored 3 pages and      colored 4 pages 


		 wrote about 1 stage    wrote about 2 stages     wrote about 3     	          and wrote about 4 


2		 of the life cycle            of the life cycle              stages of the life             stages of the life 								       cycle		          cylce


life cycle








TASK	   Labeled at least     	     Labeled at least	        Labeled at least          Labeled all 8


		   2 parts of the                4 parts of the                6 parts of the              parts of the 


 3  	               butterfly		      butterfly		        butterfly		         butterfly


label parts








TASK	  Paragraph     	     Paragraph     	        Paragraph    	          Paragraph 


		  contains		     contains		        contains 		          contains all


    4                  only 1 		     only 2		        only 3		          requirements


  requirement                 requirements                requirements      


name a 


butterfly








TASK		    Answered  2                Answered  5                 Answered  7                  Answered all 


		    questions of the          questions of the            questions of the            questions of the 


		    online quiz                  online quiz	        	       online quiz	           online quiz


   5


quiz











A caterpillar does not ask himself “Let’s see, shall I spin myself into a cocoon and turn into a butterfly?  Or is it more fun to be a caterpillar? He just does what he does and cannot do otherwise.


                             Ruth Bell Graham.











Here is an example of what the KWL looks like.  Use the KWL to help you to remember what you already know about butterflies.  











Did you know that some butterflies could fly as fast as 12 miles per hour?                            

































































     Butterfly


Butterfly fragile,


Flitter-flutter,


Deep orange,


Yellow butter,


Fly, float, glide, linger;


You can rest upon my finger.


                     Tyne Brown         
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