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Big Cats
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Lions, tigers and bobcats, oh my!  This pathfinder is for you to explore your interest in big cats! Use these resources to get you started on your path of discovery.  Remember this is only the starting point to really understanding these incredible mammals.  Exploring these resources will lead you to others, and of course you really must see these cats in person, so plan to make a trip to your local zoo.  If you can’t make a trip to see these animals in person, some of these web sites will still let you see what these magnificent creatures are like.  Some will bring them to life better than a book can.  The resources below were picked because they provide great, fun info on big cats.  Most have beautiful pictures of these majestic creatures.  Some sites might not look like much at first glance, but keep exploring and you’ll discover a lot!

Background
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There are 36 species in the wild cat family (which doesn’t include Mrs. Whiskers whose sitting on your sofa).  The official zoology family is the Filidae Pantherinae.  Not all of these wild cats are actually big.  Some are not much bigger than Mrs. Whiskers over there.  In addition to Antarctica, the only other continent without native wild cats is Australia.   Did you know that there is not a distinct species of Black Panther?  Did you think that the Lion, the king of the jungle, is the biggest big cat?  It’s actually the Siberian Tiger.  A lot of sports teams, school and professional, feature big cats as their mascot.  Does yours?  Learn more about your mascot here! 

Resources

(click on the titles to take you to the web sites or resources)
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Animals A to Zoo: Big Cats.  Animal Planet.  
Web site.  2007.

· Find sounds and videos of big cats here!  Information on various specials featured on Animal Planet on big cats.  Recommended (((
Australia Zoo.  Web site.  2007
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Home of the beloved late Crocodile Hunter Steve Irwin.  The Australia Zoo is home to Cheetahs and Tigers.  Profiles, fact sheets and pictures of these species are included.  You can also adopt specific cats in the zoo.  This site features education on the rest of the zoo, including tours, the Crocodile Hunter and conservation efforts.  Recommended (((
Big Cat Diary.  BBC.  Web site, television series.  2007.
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Highlights from the BBC series “Big Cat Diary” are included.  Also featured are video clips, downloads, and profiles of features cats.  You can purchase a copy of the previous two seasons of “Big Cat Week” on DVD.  Great visual video material.  Highly recommended ((((
Big Cats.  Seymour Simon.  Book.  1994.
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Great picture book that provides a good amount of information of 7 of the big cats: lion, tiger, leopard, jaguar, puma, cheetah and snow leopard.  Their hunting techniques are also discussed. Recommend  (((
The Big Cats.  The Big Cats.com.  Web site.  2005.
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Provides profiles of the major species of big cats and lots of pictures of each one.  Descriptions of the species and also population status are included.  News, downloads, artwork, conservation links, and photographer profiles are also featured.  Highly recommended ((((
Big Cats for Kids.  Web site.  (no further information available)

· This site is still in development, but the author would like your help!  What would you like to see?  Information and pictures on Tigers, Lions and Cheetahs is currently available.  Potential ((
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Big Cats Online.  Andrew Garman.  Web site.  1997-2000. 

· Features short profiles and pictures of all 36 species of wild cat.  There is also information on conservation efforts.  Some of the internal links do not work, but there is still excellent information available on this site.  Recommended (((
Cat House.  Feline Conservation Center.  Web site.  2007.

· This site isn’t very fancy, but give it a try because there’s a lot of great information here!  The FCC is in California, and it continually updates the site with new arrivals at the center.  Click on “Cats” to see lists of the different species present, and you can find out information on the different breeds and also see pictures of each cat and their names!  Recommended (((
Creature Features.  National Geographic Kids.  Web site.  2007.

· Click on Cheetahs, Lions and Tigers for fun info on these amazing animals!  See video clips, here them roar, or send an e-card.  Cute pictures, too!  Highly recommended ((((
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The Encyclopedia Of Elephants, Big Cats, Bears & Whales.  Barbara Taylor, Robin Kerrod, Rhonda Klevansky and Michael Blight.  Book.  2000. 

· These animals are examined in close detail.  More than 700 wildlife photographs in here, and many of them are of big ccats.  Close up photos, too, and diagrams to illustrate these animals impressive bodies.  Highly recommended ((((
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Eye Wonder: Big Cats.  DK Publishing.  Book.  2002.

· Wonderful collection of photos and facts.  Great for young and old because the pictures are fun to look at as a picture book, and there is excellent research material in the pages.  Highly recommended ((((
Family Felidae.  The Cyber Zoomobile.  Web site.  2002.

· Information on the zoological family that includes big cats.  Profiles of individual species, and also a summary of the family as a whole.  Good information ((
The Felidae Family.  Rebecca Postanowicz.  Web site.  2007.

· Another one where you need to look beyond the first page!  This site lists all 36 species of big cats.  The profile pages give a ton of great information about the cats, and you also see a map of where in the world they live.   Must see! (((((
The Five Ancestors: Tiger.  Jeff  Stone.  2005.
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This is a fiction book that really teaches you about tigers!  Fu, an orphan who is the main character, has been trained in martial arts and can fight and prey just like a tiger.  An adventure story for teens.  The author wrote this book (and its conterparts in The Five Ancestors Series) at the Carmel Clay Public Library.  Highly recommended ((((
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Great Cats.  Smithsonian National Zoological Park.  
Web site.  2007.

· Meet the National Zoo’s big cats!  Articles, exhibit information, facts and phots are just a few of the great features of this neat site.  There are also video clips and a tiger cam.  Highly recommended ((((
Great Cats of Indiana.  Web site.  2005.
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This is a charitable organization in Indiana that works to save and rehabilitate abused big cats.  Find rescue information, online adoption and information about visiting here.  Profiles and pictures of these rescued kitties are also available.  Highly recommended ((((
Outside and Inside Big Cats.  Sandra Markle.  Book.  2003.
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This book really explores the bodies of this massive creatures and why they  are such good predators.  They were made to hunt!  Great pictures and very informative.  Explores the anatomy of cats.  Highly recommended ((((
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Wikijunior Big Cats. Wikimedia Foundation.  
Electronic Book.  2006.

· This e-book was created by contributors at Wikipedia.  You can also purchase a printed version here.  Everything you ever wanted to know about big cats!  Big cat history, fossils, extinction, breeds, life as a big cat, pictures, etc. are all included.  Must read! (((((
Wild Cats.  Defenders of Wildlife.  Web site.  2007.
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Great conservation web site.  Information is provided for all of those  big cats that are endangered or threatened.  This site is more specific to American species.  You can also sign up to adopt an animal (with your mom or dad).  Recommended (((
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World of Wild Cats.  Arc Media, Inc.  CD-ROM.  2004.

· “The fascinating world of wild cats comes alive…Dynamic video and dazzling illustrations take you on a virtual trek around the globe as you explore the lives, behavior, and natural habitats of our planet’s most intriguing feline species. Browse through a wealth of colorful photographs or watch cats large and small in action.”  Recommended (((
Want to Know More?
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To explore other resources for big cats, consider searching under wild cats and the various species in the big cat family (like lions, tigers and bobcats!) using your favorite search engine (like Google).  You can also just look up information on wild animals.  Many zoo and nature web sites will discuss big cats someplace on them.  Most of these resources also lead to other great sites or books.  Be sure to explore links on the pages to discover even more fun stuff about big cats.  
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By Courtenay Bogers

February 26, 2007

