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    Be the Change
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Think about it:

· Do you ever look around your neighborhood and see things you wish were different?  
· Do you have ideas about how you could make your school even better?  
· Is there an important issue in the world that more people should know about?  

· Do you like to do good things for other people?  
· Can YOU make a difference?
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What could happen if you answered “YES!!!!” to all of these questions?  
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Let’s find out!!

This WebQuest will tell you what you need to know about giving and serving.  You will see great ways that you can make a difference, and make a commitment to change.  Before you take it to the streets, you will: 
· explore what it means to be a philanthropist in service to the community 
· get to know some famous faces of giving 
· learn about organizations that are working for change in your community and see how you can get connected with them
This background information will start you thinking about how you can make a difference in your community.  You’ll be ready to start planning how you can give back!   Some of the keys to giving that you’ll learn about are:

· brainstorming service ideas
· thinking about community partners

· passing it on and paying it forward

· creating a personal giving plan
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“You must be the change you wish to 
see in the world.”








-Mahatma Gandhi
You will make a difference.  

You will be the change.  
So let’s get started giving and serving!
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This generator was developed based on a suggestion from abcteach.com. This generator can be used to make a simple

timeline of six events.

STEP #1: Title

In the boxes below, please provide the title for your time line.

Titl

Founding Youth Organizations

STEP #2: Dates & Events

In the boxes below, provide the dates for each event and name/description of each event.

Event Name /Description

1 1851, 1855

1910,1912

1919

1945

1977

o v e ow N

1990, 1991

[YMCA, YwCA

Boy Scouts of America, Campire,

Junior Achievement

Girls Incorporated and Youth for C]

Big Brothers and Big Sisters

DO Something, Youth on Bosrd, Y|

STEP #3: GENERATE YOUR TIME LINE

You are now ready to make your Time Line! To do so, just click on the “Generate Time Line" button below

Generate Time Line

@ Internet





      Getting Started: 
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Click Here to Make A Horizontal Time Line

STEP #1: IDENTIFY THE TYPE OF TIME LINE YOU WOULD LIKE

Tt

Time Lines can run horizontal or vertical. Choose the type of card you would like to make below

Vertical Time Line wpto9events)

Eventz ¥

1)

Event1 oﬁ

Events
Eventa
Events

)
e

Click Here to Make A Vertical Time Line
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Philanthropy…what?  

What exactly is philanthropy?  To learn what the word means, let’s start by looking at the dictionary and encyclopedia definitions.  Be sure to write down what you learn!
· Merriam-Webster Online
http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/philanthropy
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Brittanica Concise Encyclopedia Online

http://www.britannica.com/ebc/article-9375094?query=philanthropy&ct=
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Next let’s look at how some organizations answer the question “What is philanthropy.”  You’ll notice that each definition is a little different.  It’s a big word, so that’s okay!

· The Dayton Foundation

http://www.daytonfoundation.org/whatisph.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Asia-Pacific Centre for Philanthropy and Social Investment

 http://www.swinburnephilanthropy.net/philanthropy.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Delaware Valley Grantmakers

http://www.dvg.org/aboutgp/philanthropy.htm
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers
http://www.abagmd.org/info-url2444/info-url_show.htm?doc_id=209599
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After reading these sites, how would you define philanthropy?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For this WebQuest, we’ll say that philanthropy is:
“Thoughtful, intentional and ongoing giving of one’s time, talent, and treasure for the common good.”

Let’s break it down a little more.  Here’s what each part of our definition means:

· Thoughtful: Something you have considered and decided is important to you.
· Intentional: Your actions are focused on a particular area that you care about.

· Ongoing: The action happens more than one time, maybe even throughout your life.
· Time: How long you spend planning and acting in service.
· Talent: Your unique and special abilities, skills, or knowledge.
· Treasure: Your finances, money, or other materials.

     "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,                 

                        committed citizens can change the world; 

                        indeed, it's the only thing that ever has." 
                                                                            –Margaret Mead

3 Ts –Time, Talent and Treasure
Work in a small group to brainstorm some ways that people give their time, talent and treasure to the community.  Don’t forget that when you brainstorm, it is important to write down as many ideas as possible! 

What are some ways that people give their time, talent and treasure?  


                TIME:_________________________________________________  

      ______________________________________________________    

      ______________________________________________________

               TALENT:________________________________________________  

      ______________________________________________________    

      ______________________________________________________

               TREASURE:_____________________________________________  

      ______________________________________________________    

      ______________________________________________________

Have you ever given YOUR time, talent or treasure??

If you have, then you can already call yourself a PHILANTHROPIST!







   “Life’s most urgent question is: 

                           ‘What are you doing for others?’”





                -Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

              Faces of Philanthropy:


Who are philanthropists?

As you begin to think more about your own role as a philanthropist in the community, it is important to know about the famous footsteps you are following.  The idea of service to others has grown and changed over the years.  From helping a neighbor to funding program to end world hunger,to making education available to everyone, to Earth Day…the United States is the world’s philanthropic leader.  Your own community action is a part of this legacy!

Follows these links to see profiles of philanthropists: people who are making a difference in their communities, nation and world.  As you read, select two  philanthropists that interest you.  Where links are provided, click on them to learn more how these philanthropists gave back to the community.  Write a little about each one, and tell your group about them.

· The Foundation Center
http://fdncenter.org/focus/youth/kids_teens/youth_celebrity.html
Designed just for kids, this website focuses on the famous faces of philanthropy that might be familiar to you.  Each name includes a link to the causes they support.  See if your favorite celebrity or athlete has made the cut!
· What Kids Can Do

http://www.whatkidscando.org/WhatsLearned/YouthInvolvement.html
Stories from young people just like you that are making a big difference in their community by giving and serving.

· Distinguished Women

http://www.distinguishedwomen.com/subject/socserv.html
An extensive listing of women philanthropists.  Names are linked to their profiles on the web.
· National Center for Family Philanthropy – African American Philanthropists

http://www.ncfp.org/FGN-Feb_2005/Celebrating_African_American_Phil.pdf
This issue of the organization’s newsletter highlights the contributions and gifts of great African-American philanthropists.  The article proves that philanthropists do not have to be “rich” to give great gifts for change.



             Philanthropist 1:

               When did they live? _______________________________________
               What was their cause?______________________________________
How did they change the community? __________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Why was their work important?______________________________________
______________________________________________________________

How do they inspire me? ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

             Philanthropist 2:

               When did they live? _______________________________________
               What was their cause?______________________________________

How did they change the community? __________________________________

______________________________________________________________
Why was their work important?______________________________________

______________________________________________________________

How do they inspire me? ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Philanthropist Timeline
There are so many important philanthropists…how can we keep track of them all?!?  Together with the other participants in the group, let’s make a timeline to show the history of people who have made a difference.  

· Go to http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/ to create your timeline.  If your group does not have interact access, use the instructions and screenshots below as a model for your own timeline creation.
· Scroll to the bottom of the page to the timeline maker.  Choose the timeline style (either vertical or horizontal) that looks best to you (see below).


· On the timeline, include two famous philanthropists from each group member.  Enter the dates, philanthropists name and a description (see below).  When you are done, click “Generate Time Line” to see your creation.

Here is a sample timeline that was created to help you see when some important youth-serving organizations were founded.  Again, if you do not have Internet Access, follow this timeline model in your group.


     “We make a living by what we get, 
      but we make a life by what we give.”
               -Winston S. Churchill

· Once your group has completed its timeline, print a copy for everyone.  Feel free to add more names or decorate it as you’d like 



  YOU as a Philanthropist

What actions could I take to give and serve?
Now that you know the great works of some of our most important philanthropists, let’s think about how YOU can fit into that time line!  How could you give your time, talent and treasure?  What are some ways that you could get involved in philanthropy?  How could you give to and serve your community?

Listed below are some websites to help you get ideas.  There are almost endless possibilities, so let these resources get your brain working!  Write down some of your favorites, then brainstorm together in a group to determine as many ways as possible to meet your community needs and make a difference in the area you care about.

· Youth Service America: National Youth Service Day

http://www.ysa.org/nysd/nysd_projectidea_parent.cfm
Service project ideas are divided into categories of community need.  This is a great place to get ideas about how to help with specific issues that are important to you.

· Corporation for National and Community Service – World Wise Schools

http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/students/service/projideas/menu.html
Explains three different types of philanthropic service: direct, indirect and advocacy, while giving examples of each.
· Disney Online – Learning to Serve
  http://psc.disney.go.com/disneychannel/learningtoserve/resources/index.html
50 service project ideas.  Many emphasize working with people with disabilities, as a tie-in for a Disney Channel program, “The Loretta Claiborne Story.”  There is of good information for kids, parents, and teachers about the service learning.

· Ways I could give or serve: ____________________________________
_________________________________________________________

· Service Projects that I would like: _______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· A Cause or Need that is Important to Me: _________________________

___________________________________________________________


Who could I work with?
When thinking about giving and serving in your community, it helps to know what groups or organizations are already working to make a difference!  This is important because volunteering with an organization can make your impact even bigger.  When you volunteer or give to an organization, your donation is added to the donations of many other people.  Little by little, big things can get accomplished.

As you think about organizations, look around and see who is active in the community.  What national organizations have you heard of?  Each has a different cause and a different mission.  But all have the same goal: to make a difference!

Look back at your favorite service project ideas and the community needs they serve.  Explore the provided links or do some research on your own to discover what organizations are working nationally or in your community on those issues.  Find out how you could contact them, and record that information.
· Youth Volunteer Network

http://www.networkforgood.youthnoise.com/index.asp
A collaboration between Youth Noise and Network for Good created this website just for young people.  There’s a quick volunteer match with local organizations, as well as great ideas, articles and stories on how to get involved.

· Do Something
www.dosomething.org
If you watch MTV, you’ve probably heard of Do Something!  The goal of interactive website is to engage teens is speaking out, taking action, and innovating their communities.  Take a look at their monthly challenges for project ideas, or sign up on the message board to hear what other teens are saying and add in your own two cents. 

· SERVEnet
www.servenet.org
Designed to connect volunteers to great organizations, SERVEnet has created a huge database of organizations that work with youth and promote youth activism and service.  Start your exploration here by clicking the “Volunteer Resources” tab at the top.  Next connect to “Helpful Links for Volunteers” and “Volunteering in the USA”
· Help Indy Online
www.helpindyonline.com
If you live in Central Indiana, HIO is committed to connecting you and other young people to organizations in need of volunteers.  They offer a lot of ways to get involved, make a difference, and meet cool new people.  Check out their give-aways and MySpace profile too!
· Service Project Idea: ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________

· Organization(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What they do: ___________________________________________

· Contact Info: ____________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Service Project Idea: ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________

· Organization(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What they do: ___________________________________________

· Contact Info: ____________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



"If you think you're too small to have 
an impact, try going to sleep 
with a mosquito."



 -Anita Roddick


    Action!!

Start Today – The Giving Game
Now you know what it means and what it takes to be a philanthropist.  You may have heard people say that kindness passes on.  Its true, and you can actually see it!  Do you want to see how much of a difference you can make?  
· Go to www.givinggame.org.  The Giving Game is an interactive website that allows you to see how kindness is passed on and see the impact your act of philanthropy has on others.  It is based on the idea of “paying it forward.”   If someone does a kind act for you, instead of paying them back, you could pay it forward by doing a kind act for someone else.  Basically this means that each good act bring another, and another, and another…

· Explore the website to find out more.

Here’s how you play:

· Print out your very own Giving Game card.  Write down the card number so you can track how far it has traveled.

· My Giving Game Card Number _____________________________

· Share your time, talent, or treasure with someone else.  This can be done in secret of face-to-face.  Give the other person your Giving Game Card. 

· Go back to www.givinggame.org and register your card.  Record what you did to share your time, talent or treasure with someone else.

· Keep checking back to see how far your card has traveled, and hear all the good things that have been done for other people…all because YOU chose to give.

The Future --My Philanthropic Commitment

You’ve learned about philanthropy and thought about what your own contribution could be.  Now its time to turn those thoughts into actions!  What commitments can you make to be the change in your community?  
The size or amount of your donation does not matter.  What matters is that you give.



   Giving Time

Adapted from “My Personal Contribution” Youth as Philanthropists, Community Partnerships with Youth, Inc.  2000.  Used with permission.
How many hours per month do I realistically have to give?

· To the organization(s) that I care about?
· To my community?

· To my friends, family, neighbors or school?

If I want to give more time in service to my community, I can eliminate the following from my busy schedule:

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

If I don’t want to eliminate anything, but still want to volunteer, can I still be involved but with a fewer number of hours?
In my role as philanthropist I can make these specific contributions:

· _________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________



 Giving Talent

What gifts and talents do I have that would help others?

· _________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________
What gifts and talents do I have that would help the organization(s) I care about?

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________
What skills do I have to give? 

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________





    Giving Treasure
If someone asked me for one good reason why they should make a contribution to my organization(s), I would answer:

· ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
To begin looking for contributions to the organization(s) I care about, the first five people or places I would visit do ask for a donation would be:

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

At this time in my life, I can contribute $__________.


   “I am only one, But still I am one. I cannot 
   do everything, But still I can do something;  

 and because I cannot do everything I will not      

   refuse to do the something that I can do."





                                -Helen Keller




The Gift You Are
YOU have so much to give.  Through this WebQuest you have explored the meaning and history of philanthropy, found out about organizations that work to make a difference, thought about community needs and the action you can take to make your community a better place.  
YOU are the key.  The actions you take.  The kindness you pass on.  The time, talents, and treasures you share.  You don’t have to be a millionaire to brighten someone’s day.  You don’t have to be an adult to change a child’s life.  All you need to be is YOU.


          “Unless someone like you cares a 
 Whole   awful lot, nothing is going 
 to get   better. It’s not.” 
                       -From The Lorax by Dr. Seuss

        For Teachers and Program Leaders:

Philanthropy matters
Research has proven what we already know to be true:  young people who are involved with community service grow to become active, caring citizens.  As leaders, we do great work to empower the youth we serve so that they understand the difference they can make in their own neighborhoods, community and world. 

This WebQuest should be used with groups of students who are interested in giving back to their communities.  They do not need to have had any previous experience with community service.  The WebQuest is a “ground-up” guide for a group of young people to use to think about and become active in community service.

In designing this WebQuest to be used by youth-serving organizations, as well as schools, it was understood that many youth will not have access to the web.  These worksheets are best used with a computer, but can also be facilitated by the adult leader.  If your group would like to be able to use the guide to its fullest on the computer, contact your local library, school, or university to determine if group Internet access could be available.  For a group project such as this, and small computer lab that is separated from the larger area would be preferred.

Reflection and Evaluation
Reflection questions enable the adult leader to reinforce the major points from the activity or lesson. While the majority of these questions usually fall at the end of an activity, utilize them throughout the lesson to emphasize points, create discussion, evaluate group learning, or build a transition.  It is better to have a few well-crafted questions relevant to your group rather than too many.
In informal group settings, reflection questions can serve as an evaluation tool, to note the group’s learning.  Use reflection questions as an evaluation tool during and after the session to determine if changes need to be made “on the fly” or to revise the activity for future use.  A good way to record these reflections for evaluation is to include a group member in the recording process, or have an adult volunteer assist.  

· What does it mean when we say “work for the common good?”  
· Before this lesson, what did you think it meant to be a philanthropist?  Has that definition changed?  How?
· How are youth across the country making a difference?

· What are some possible ways you could be in service to your community?

· Give advice to others: what are the key steps young people should take when trying to start a community service project?
· Who are some famous faces of philanthropy?  Why was their work important?

· What did you learn about yourself and others through this activity?
· How are nonprofit organizations using the Internet?  Is this an effective way to gain support?

State Scholastic Standards:

One of the best sites on the web for connecting state education standards to philanthropic action can be found at www.learningtogive.org.   If you are interested in incorporating philanthropy in the classroom, this extensive and easily searchable collection of teacher-created lesson plans will be an invaluable guide.  Lessons are indexed with standards from Indiana, New Jersey and Michigan.

Academic Standards Fulfilled by this WebQuest:
· Historical Perspective -- Identify and explain how individuals in history demonstrated good character and personal virtue
· Listening and Speaking --  Deliver persuasive presentations that provide a clear statement of the position, include relevant evidence, offer a logical sequence of information, engage the listener and try to gain acceptance of the proposition or proposal.
· Writing Process -- Create single paragraphs with topic sentences and simple supporting facts and details.
· Reading Comprehension -- Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.
· Ideals of American Democracy -- Explain responsibilities citizens have to uphold constitutional rights.
· Citizen Involvement -- Participate in projects designed to help others in their local community

Other Resources for Developing Philanthropic Projects and Values:

The Word for Me is Philanthropy  Community Partnerships with Youth, Inc.  

For ordering information, contact CPYInc at www.cpyinc.org
A Kid’s Guide to Social Action: How to Solve Social Problems You Choose and Turn 
Creative Thinking Into Positive Action  Barbara A. Lewis.  1998.  Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit Publishing.
A Kid’s Guide to Service Projects: Over 500 Ideas for Young People Who Want to 
Make a Difference Barbara A. Lewis.  1995.  Minneapolis, MN: Free Spirit Publishing.

Stone Soup for the World: Life-Changing Stories of Kindness & Courageous Acts 
of Service Marianne Larned, ed. 1998.  Berkeley, California: Conari Press.
Teaching Kids to Care Sharon Vincz Andrews.  1994.  Bloomington, IN: EDINFO 
Press.

150 Ways Teens Can Make a Difference Marian Salzman and Teresa Reisgies. 1991.  

Princeton, NJ: Peterson’s Guides

“The Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea are made of the same water.  It flows down, clear and cool, from the heights of Hermon and the roots 
of the cedars of Lebanon.  The Sea of Galilee makes 
beauty of it, for the Sea of Galilee has an outlet:  
It gets to give. It gathers in its riches that it may pour 
them out again to fertilize the Jordan plain.  But the Dead 
Sea with the same water makes horror.  But the Dead Sea 
has no outlet.  It gets to keep.”






-Harry Emerson Fosdick
