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Introduction


Do you like adventure?  Do you ever imagine traveling to new places or want “to boldly go where no man has gone before”?  Then perhaps you are ready to become an explorer who is ready for a voyage into the unknown.  

Hundreds of years ago, some people desired to learn more about the world around and were willing to face the dangers of the sea to discover what lay beyond their horizon.  What kind of person would risk everything, even his own life to sail the seas in hopes of finding new trade routes, lands and perhaps riches?

What were the character qualities of the famous explorers of the age of explorations?  What were their journeys like?  What impact did their voyages have?  Let’s begin our expedition to discover the lives and influences of great explorers.
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The Task
Assume the identity of one of the famous explorers of the age of exploration and as that character:

· Obtain sponsorship from a monarch 

· Plan your journey

· Record your travels

· Report back to your sponsor 

· Learn what made explorers effective
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The Process
· Choose an explorer from the Explorer List
· Research and learn about your explorer using resources pathfinder.

· Details about his life:

· When & where was he born?

· Which country supported his exploration?

· How many years did he spend exploring?

· What did he discover?

· What native peoples did he encounter?

· What qualities made him a good explorer?

· What motivated him to go to sea and explore?

· Based on what you learn about your explorer, write proposal for your voyage to submit to a sponsor.  

· Where do you want to go?

· What do you hope to achieve or discover?

· What do you need for the voyage?

· How will they benefit by supporting you?

· Read at least 2 articles from the resources about sailing and life at sea. (include in your bibliography)

· Create 4 journal entries about your personal experiences on the voyage: (what happened & how you felt)  Possible topics to write about:

· Problems encountered along the way

· Navigating the ship 

· What your ship is like or life on the ship

· Your initial sighting of land or coming ashore

· Create a report about the impact of your voyage to share with the “subjects” of your sponsoring country.  (your classmates)

· What you discovered

· Effects on sponsoring country

· Effects felt by the native peoples

· Create or locate a map of your voyage to share with them.

· Make a bibliography of the sources you used in your research and creating your projects.
Printable Explorers Project Checklist.doc
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Evaluation

Your written work will be evaluated with the usual 6+1 rubric.  Your research and content will be evaluated by the following rubric.

	
	Minimum
1
	Basic
2
	Approaching Goals
3
	Met/Exceeded Goals
4
	Score

	 
Biography of explorer

	Found a few routine facts about the person.
	Covered basic facts of the explorer’s life and explorations
	Provided details of person’s life, work, accomplishments and motivation.
	In depth research detailing the person’s life, achievements, motivation and impact on history
	

	 
Proposal of voyage seeking support
 
 
	Vague description of goals or plans.
	Gave some ideas about  what you want to do & where you want to go, but not enough reasons that someone would sponsor you.
	Better explanation of your goals, plans, needs and benefits to a potential sponsor.
	Convincing description of how you plan to accomplish goals, your needs and how the sponsor will benefit.
	

	 
Journal entries
 
	Less than 4 entries or inaccurate entries.
	Brief entries that give few facts about voyage.
	Provided facts about sea life & a journey across the ocean.
	Good descriptions of life at sea and how an explorer might have felt.
	

	 
Impact Report
 
	Demonstrated minimal understanding of what explorer accomplished.
	Basic facts about effects of the explorer’s voyage.
	Accurate description of effects on native peoples or on home country.
	 Demonstrated excellent understanding of the explorer’s impact on history.
	

	 
Map of voyage
	Map is incomplete or inaccurate.
	It is difficult to identify places and the route traveled.
	Shows the route, but missing labels of places. .
	Map is well labeled, easy to understand and visualizes the complete voyage.
	

	Bibliography/ Works Consulted 
	Incomplete list of sources
	Does not follow MLA guidelines
	Minor errors in formatting of citations
	Complete and accurate citations in MLA format
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Conclusion

The Age of Exploration was an exciting time of discovery, change and expansion of European monarchies that contributed to the shaping the world as we know it today.   Bold and courageous men risked everything to pursue their dreams and make our world better known and understood.   As you have learned, each explorer faced great obstacles and had to persevere through difficulties.  


What characteristics did these explorers possess that helped them succeed?  How can you develop one of these characteristics?  How could it help you to face difficulties and accomplish great things?

Navigational tools such compasses, logbooks, astrolabes and cross staffs helped the explorers cross dangerous, uncharted seas. What tools can help you to navigate unknown paths and help you find your way through life’s challenges?
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